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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of why “False Alarm” is a good 
title for this poem. Response includes relevant and specifi c examples from 
the poem.

3
Response provides an explanation of why “False Alarm” is a good title for 
this poem. Response includes some examples from the poem.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of how the poet compares autumn 
to a wildfi re or a false alarm. Response uses limited examples from the 
poem.

1 Response is vague/minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank no response

Training Notes:

Throughout the poem, the poet compares the spread of autumn and autumn color to a 
fi re in the forest. The color spreads through the trees from branch to branch the way 
a fi re would. The Ranger is in the lookout tower watching for fi re. As the Ranger looks 
for fi re from the tower, he thinks he spots it but he is only seeing the fi ery colors of 
autumn. Although the woods may appear to be on fi re, they are not; therefore, the 
alarm is false.

Specifi c details from the poem that explain the title include:

 • “Like wild fi re”

 • “Burning red and/Orange-gold”

 • “Ablaze and/Crackling with color”

 • “Spots the blaze”

 • “Reports another season’s/False alarm”

 • The squirrel in the woods, anxious and with a tail like plume of smoke

ID:201439 Common

u Explain why “False Alarm” is a good title for this poem. Use specifi c examples from the poem to 
support your answer.
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SCORE POINT 4

The response thoroughly explains how the title relates to the content of the poem and includes specifi c 
examples from the poem.
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SCORE POINT 3

The response provides an explanation of the poem and the title, with some details and support.
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SCORE POINT 2

The response provides a partial explanation of the fi re and the title.
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SCORE POINT 1

The response is vague and minimal.

SCORE POINT 0

The response does not address the question.
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of how the organization of the 
recipe helps the cook. Response includes relevant information from the 
recipe.

3
Response provides an explanation of how the organization of the recipe 
helps the cook. Response includes some information from the recipe.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of how the organization of the recipe 
helps the cook. Response uses limited information from the recipe.

1 Response is vague/minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank no response

Training Notes:

There are several ways in which the organization of the recipe helps the cook:

 • The recipe includes preparation time.

 • Steps are included, are in order, and are easy to follow.

 • Helpful hints are given in the sidebar.

 • The time each step takes is included.

 • The ingredients are listed together in one place.

 • Different cooking options are given.

 • Serving suggestions are provided.

ID:201616 Common

1@ How does the organization of this recipe help the cook? Explain your answer by using information 
from the recipe.



7NECAP_2005-2006_Grade7_Reading_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING 

SCORE POINT 4

The response provides a thorough explanation of how the organization of the recipe helps the cook, 
with relevant information from the recipe.
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SCORE POINT 3

The response provides an explanation of how the organization of the recipe helps the cook, with some 
examples.
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SCORE POINT 2

The response provides a partial explanation of how the organization of the recipe helps the cook.
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SCORE POINT 1

The response provides a minimal explanation.

SCORE POINT 0

The response does not address the question.
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