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u If something is useful, it is full of uses.

 Fill in the chart by listing three things that are useful. Then explain why these things 
are useful. Things do not need to be from the story.

Things that are useful: Why these things are useful:

Example:  a hat Example:  to keep warm

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

 Write your own sentence about something that is useful.
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response provides a total of six correct entries in the chart. Response 
provides a correct original sentence or phrase about something that is 
useful.

3
Response provides a total of fi ve or six correct entries in the chart. 
Response provides a correct defi nition of the word “useful,” rather than an 
original sentence or phrase about something that is useful.

2

Response provides a total of three or four correct entries in the chart. 
Response provides an original sentence or phrase about something that is 
useful.

OR

Response provides a total of fi ve or six correct entries in the chart. 
Response does not include a correct original sentence or phrase about 
something that is useful or a correct defi nition of the word “useful.”

1

Response provides a total of one or two correct entries in the chart. 
Response may or may not include a correct original sentence or phrase 
about something that is useful.

OR

Response provides a total of three or four correct entries in the chart. 
Response does not include a correct original sentence or phrase about 
something that is useful.

OR

Response provides a correct sentence about something that is useful, but 
does not include any entries in the chart.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank no response
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Training Notes:

Examples:

Things that are useful: Why these things are useful:

Example:  a hat Example:  to keep warm

1. a tool 1.  to fi x something

2. a car 2. to get somewhere

3. 3.

In the chart, accept any plausible response.

Accept any sentence or phrase that refl ects an accurate understanding of the word “useful.”

Do not score the sentence or phrase based on correct use of writing conventions (i.e., spelling, 
subject/verb agreement, or punctuation).



4NECAP_2005-2006_Grade4_Reading_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

SCORE POINT 4

The response provides six correct entries in the chart and a correct sentence about something that is 
useful.
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SCORE POINT 3

The response provides six correct entries in the chart and a defi nition of, rather than a sentence or phrase 
about, something that is useful.
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SCORE POINT 2

The response provides six correct entries in the chart but does not provide a sentence or phrase about 
something that is useful.
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SCORE POINT 1

The response provides three correct entries in the chart but does not provide a sentence or phrase about 
something that is useful.
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Things that are useful: Why these things are useful:

Example:  a hat Example:  to keep warm

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

SCORE POINT 0

The response is irrelevant.
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of what Raccoon means by “An 
umbrella has many uses.” Response includes relevant details from the story.

3
Response provides an explanation of what Raccoon means by “An umbrella 
has many uses.” Response includes some details from the story. 

2
Response provides a partial explanation of what Raccoon means by “An 
umbrella has many uses.” Response includes limited details from the story.

1 Response is vague/minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank no response

Training Notes:

What Raccoon means by “An umbrella has many uses”:

Raccoon thought that Mrs. Cottontail could use the umbrella

• to keep the hot sun from beating down on her head,

• to block the wind from blowing on her, and

• to keep her dry in the rain.

Raccoon learned that Mrs. Cottontail could also use an umbrella as a cradle for her 
babies.

ID:200860 How_to_use_an_umbrella.ep Common

1@ At the end of the story, Raccoon says, “An umbrella has many uses.” Use details 
from the story to explain what Raccoon means.
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SCORE POINT 4

The response provides a thorough explanation of what Raccoon means by the statement “An umbrella has 
many uses” and includes relevant details from the story as support.
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SCORE POINT 3

The response provides an explanation of what Raccoon means by the statement “An umbrella has many 
uses” and includes some details from the story as support.
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SCORE POINT 2

The response provides a partial explanation of what Raccoon means by the statement “An umbrella has 
many uses” and includes some details from the story as support.
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SCORE POINT 1

The response provides a vague explanation of what Raccoon means by the statement “An umbrella has 
many uses.”

SCORE POINT 0

The response is incorrect.
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