Special Purpose Non-public Schools

Under ESEA last school year, we changed our policy dealing with providing equitable services to the students in these schools. We had each SAU that sent students to these schools, work with the Non-public schools and staff to support them through the SAU’s allocation.  After some struggles with federal red tape and an improved statewide Student Information System, it was decided to revert back to our original practice of considering Special Purpose Non-public schools as a part of the regular approved non-public schools group.  The following process will be in affect this school year.

1. All approved non-profit non-public regular and special purpose schools will be eligible for equitable services under ESEA.
2. Non-public schools recognized as providing equivalent instruction for attendance purposes continue not to be eligible for ESEA services. (non-approved)

3. The SAU in which the Non-public school is physically located will be its fiscal agent and responsible for contacting the non-public school. If the non-public school desires to participate then the fiscal agent will be responsible to provide equitable services for the students and staff of those schools.
4. For profit Special Purpose Non-public Schools will not be eligible for services.

5. Our list of “ESEA School Year 2010-11 Non-public Percentages for Participation” will contain a listing of all eligible Non-public schools by SAU fiscal agent and on the last page, the names of for-profit non-public schools.
6. If you are the fiscal agent for a non-public school you need to contact the headmaster and fill in an email contact person’s address in the ESEA application so the non-public school can complete the ESEA participation page on-line when preparing for your new application.

7.  It is allowable for a non-public school to decline participation in ESEA program or pick those programs that they wish to participate.
8. If a school did not participate in the past, you will still need to contact them as policies and personal changes make affect their decision this school year.
9. If a non-public school does not respond to your request, you will need to document your attempt to contact them.  An acceptable practice is to send them via mail, a registered letter with a copy of the participation form and a memo giving them a deadline to return the form.  If they do not respond, send or fax the ESEA Clearinghouse a copy of your memo and a copy of the registered letter receipt.  This provides the State and your SAU documentation that a reasonable attempt was made to provide the non-public its equitable services.  The State will then classify the non-public school as not participating.
10. Dennis Kunces at 624-6815 or dennis.kunces@maine.gov is the contact for questions concerning non-public school eligibility.

