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Educational attainment in Maine is below the

‘national-average-and-significantly behind-ther -

rest of New Engiand. As we look for betier
outcomes, early college is emerging as a
leading strategy for change. Early college,
also known as dual enrollment, is defined here
as high schooi students taking college courses
for both college.and high school credit.
Typically, students enroll in a college class at

;a campus near their high

school. Maine also has a |

-widespread . distance |
‘learning early college

program.

This report discusses |
early coliege programs in
Maine that target under- |
performing students in ¢
order to improve the &
likelihood that they will
complete high school,
aspire to college, improve :
their academic preparatron and enrell in

collége after graduation. Qur findings show

that when students facing barriers to
coliege participate in early coliege, often
just one class, they go on {6 coliege at
much higher rates: 80% compared with
80% of their classmates.

Over the past several years, Maine has
at least doubled the numbers of high
school students pariicipating in early
college opportuniifes from 1,000 fto 2,060
students. Potential benefits of early college
include;

¢ Encreasmg the ac&demac rigor students
experience in high school by exposing
them directly to college-level work.

¢ Providing accessto more electives than
are. available: fzthe high.school.

Improving the aspirations of students
who do not thrive in high school, and
consequently may not consider
themselves “coliege material.”

Enhancing the senior year by giving
. students who have
completed high school
graduation requirements
challenging, motivating
coursework.

¢ Familiarizing stu-
dents with college life,
particularly when courses
are taken on a college
campus, taught by a
college faculty member in
a classrcom with under-
i graduate students.

Reducing coliege cosis by allowing
students to earn college credits, in some
cases at no cost, thus reducing their time
to degree.

Nationally, forty-seven states now have dual
enroliment policies in place. Some programs
offer college coursés delivered at high schools,
while others integrate high school students into
courses on college campuses. Several
national foundations have invested in various
early college models, including creating
entirely new early college high schools on or
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Grade Point Average (GPA) in
Early College Classes™

BA (4.0t 3.5)
BB (3.49 to 2.5)
BC (24910 1.5)
B D (1.49 fo 0.5)
OF (0.49 to 0)
OIncomplete




: hEII' college cdurses
ln the class of 2006 95 '

' =adjus‘c fo addmganother class but it was an. .
" easy fransition.” -
* "‘[-?.grew upa iot Slnce it was a college course !

o never wanted to biow it off - I'matured as |

- made sure’} was at class on tlme and always
" did my assighments.”
. "My experience was absolutely wonderful; an

amazing teacher, a great class and a very,

special environment. The only thing that could
. be _ea_ss_e_r is the way grades are transferred to

my hlgh school I really_
- am extremely pleased W!'th my time here”

¢ “They program made me more comfortable and
conﬂdeﬂt wuth the tdaa of gomg to college i

_ thls program and

;._j‘.}successfullyr compiete their ear!y co!iége L
- courses still reported that they expect to go to '
: college fuii—tlme aﬂer graduatlon £

s It takes several semest
.7 - programs to: ge’f to scal

|g‘h‘schools and’
colleges must build partnershlps develop and

‘lmplement processes and protocols at each
- site, and bulld student awareness and demanu

Sustalnablllty is a cha]lenge for early colleqe
programs. Many early college programs.
started with multi-year grants, then had difficulty
replacing the funds when the grant periods
ended. Successful high school sites have built

‘early college line items into their budgéts, and

they rely-on tuition waivers from colleges and
state funds to cover some of the cosis.




‘Recommendations

. Improving college-going-among: recent:

high school graduates is cne important
way fo raise educational attainment in
our state, and early college programs
show promise-forhelping torachieve =
this. The early college students we studled
were maore likely to matriculate into college
than their peers. Particularly when early
college programs serve underperforming

districts, colleges, and universities:should:

each contribute to ensure that adequate
funding is in ptace and is designed to
grow with demand.

' identify and deliberately target under-

performing students to participate in
early coilege programs. Students who
face mofe barners to college stand to

. gain the most from

high school students
and those who face
greater than average
barriers to coliege,
they have the potential
to help more students -
hoth fo develop
college aspirations
and {o realize those
aspirations.

Maine's state
government, local
school districts, and
colleges and
universities can work

Participants in

Early Co !egu

their High Schools

‘Parcent of students who enrclled | participating in early
in college within a year after
graduation.

college programs, and
there is compelling

them are up tothe
chalienge. ‘

2N Eh-nvzfln ehnnnrl-
vy it i=4 PrUre

for all early college
students, and
-conduct outreach o

i know how to access
Overall Rate for | ayailable support. At
each high school and

together to ensure that -
effective early college opportunl’ues are
available to growing numbers of students:

1) Provide stabie funding for early
‘coliege. The state, local school

college, part of a staff
person’s time should be devoted 1o
administering the early college program.

@&

evidence that many of

ensure that students
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