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	The Office of Management and Budget has released detailed guidance updating the type of information that recipients of Recovery Act funds must report. 

This new guidance, which expands upon earlier guidance that was released on April 3, outlines additional requirements that recipients will have to collect and release to the public. The most significant addition is that subrecipients will be responsible for assembling a considerable amount of data. This change is a response to concerns that it would be difficult to track funds that reached multiple levels of state and local government, non-profit service providers and private sector contractors. 

Under the previous guidance, only those receiving Recovery Act funds directly from a federal agency were expected to report subcontracts or subgrants. As of the June 22 memo, subrecipients are now subject to their own requirements as well. Prime recipients will be accountable for examining the accuracy of that data and submitting it to OMB. 

According to OMB Director Peter Orszag, this will better enable people "to see who is receiving funds, what projects are under way, how money is being spent, and how many jobs are being created or saved. They will know who is getting the funds and what the dollars are paying for."

Specifically, in addition to basic information about the recipient and the grant award, prime recipients (which for the Byrne JAG funds are the State Administering Agencies) will be required to report: 
• Total amount of funds received; and of that, the amount spent on projects and activities; 
• A list of those projects and activities funded by name to include: 
o Description 
o Completion status 
o Estimates on jobs created or retained; 
• Details on sub-awards and other payments. 

Sub-recipients will be required to report:
• the sub-recipient DUNS number
• sub-recipient CCR information
• sub-recipient type
• amount received
• amount awarded to sub-recipient
• sub-award date and period
• place of performance
• area of benefit
• top five officer names and their compensation. 

Additionally, prime recipients are asked to keep a record of how many jobs were created or retained during that quarter as a result of stimulus money. The guidance states that these job estimates must be tallied as “full-time equivalents,” which are calculated as the total hours worked divided by the number of hours in a full-time schedule. Estimates should also contain employment numbers affected by sub-awarded funds. This is an adjustment from the former guidance. A description of the impact of these employment changes should be included in the report as well. 

Data will be submitted to FederalReporting.govno later than the 10th day after each quarter beginning on October 10, 2009. All data contained in each quarterly report will be cumulative in order to include the total amount of funds expended to date. 

OMB has promised to hold a series of forums, meetings and small-scale data collection pilots to troubleshoot the reporting system 

To read the full guidance, please click here.



