Maine Motor Vehicle Inspection Manual 2012

Prepared by Sgt. Bruce Scott
Summary of Proposed Rule Changes
· Definition of Parking brake on three wheeled vehicle amended to include the use of a lever or foot pedal lock, to hold pressure on the primary braking system.

· Private School and Private School Bus Activity removed from definitions, as they are not relevant to inspections.

· Clarify that Licensees are responsible for the actions of their employees, including but not limited to any substandard inspections. 

· Adds the requirement that licensed facilities display their hourly rate. Commercial stations must also list their billing increments.

· Require stations to be open to the public for at least 16 hours per week.

· Add language allowing flee stations to have vehicles listed to the name of the business or the owner.

· Remove the requirement that order forms need to be under lock and key and in an area not accessible to non-employees.

· Remove the requirement that a licensed station be heated and remove the ban of tar paper use in its construction. Remove the ban of unrelated items in the station.

· Remove the requirement that stations must have 400 square feet of workable space.

· Remove the requirement for stations to possess a head light aiming machine.

· Clarify that only Class A and E stations must have a lift on or after January 1, 2007.

· Remove the requirement that stations need to have portable lights.

· Currently Class E stations must have a gas pressure tester. Language was added to note that this rule only remains in effect so long as statute requires the gas cap pressure test be conducted.

· Adds language allowing stations to have an electronic equivalent of the required reference guides. 

· Remove the requirement that school bus inspection stations possess a copy of the Maine DOE, Uniform School Bus Standards for Pupil Transportation.

· Add language allowing class A stations to inspect trailers or semi-trailers that are not equipped with air brakes.

· Remove the requirement that Class D stations must be primarily be engaged in the sale and maintenance of trailers to elect to only inspect trailers.

· Clarify that vehicles with a gross vehicle weight or gross vehicle weight rating less than 26,001 must  pass a Class A inspection. If the same vehicle is engaged in commerce it must also pass a Class D inspection.

· Clarify that trailers and semi-trailers need a commercial inspection.

· Remove the requirement that during a class A inspection the technician must check the headlight aim specifications for the vehicle being inspected. Allow that a technician use their education, training and experience to determine if the headlights are properly aimed.

· Remove the requirement of checking of a Fuel Pipe Restrictor on a class A inspection.

· Remove the policy that Inspection Stickers can only be mailed to the Inspection Station’s business address.

· Add that beginning March 1, 2012 motorcycle inspection stickers shall be affixed to the registration plate.

· Require that all stations photocopy their stub sheets prior to mailing them back to the Inspection Unit and keeping the copies on file at their licensed establishment for a period of two years. An in house tracking system approved by the Unit will be allowed for those without photocopy machines.

· Change current rule to match law, station licenses shall expire two years from the date of issuance, not from January 1st of the year of issuance.

· Changed or removed non-applicable or outdated language throughout the manual.

· Add language stating that hearings will be held before the Chief of Maine State Police or his or her designee.

· Remove the requirement that window tint stations must apply prior to January 1, 2008.

· Clarify that before a vehicle can pass a Maine Inspection, it must have met all applicable FMVSS, EPA pollutant requirements and NHTSA crash testing requirements at the time of manufacture, unless otherwise exempted by law.

· Remove rule that requires the gear selector indicator must work to pass inspection.

· Add that any malfunction light for any equipment required to be inspected must illuminate properly.

· Clarify that if an ABS lights remains illuminated, it shall be cause for rejection.

· Currently if there is no pedal reserve when checking the brakes it is cause for rejection. Add language, “Unless designed with no reserve by the manufacturer.”

· Remove the requirement that the brake lining must make proper contact with drum. This is impossible to see without removing the wheel and drum. We only require a visual inspection.

· Remove the requirement to check and see if the brake fluid is contaminated.

· Clarify that brake safety tubing may be joined with any SAE or DOT approved fitting, not just a double lap flared fitting as listed under current rule.

· Add, “Reject vehicle if the brake pads are binding on the caliper brackets or if the slides are frozen.”

· Allow police vehicles to have the rear door latches disabled. 

· Allow vehicles to have the door handles removed on the outside of the vehicle to create a smooth appearance. There must be a mechanical method of opening the door from the inside of the vehicle.

· Clarify that if the hood latch fails to operate properly, the vehicle shall only be rejected if the hood is not secured or in danger of opening during operation.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if any seat has springs or parts protruding.”

· Allow law enforcement and mail carrier vehicles to have air bag(s) disabled if in the opinion of the technician the alteration is necessary.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if any covering or discoloration affects the original color or reduces the visibility of the registration plates.”

· Allow repairs and patches to exhaust systems if the repairs are deemed adequate.

· Allow the use of flex pipes in exhaust systems.

· Clarify that catalytic converters are required on 1982 and newer models, unless the vehicle was not originally equipped with a catalytic converter.

· Allow technicians to use discretion in determining if a windshield’s defects, cracks or cloudiness obstructs the operator’s view of the road. If in the opinion of the inspecting technician the defect(s) don’t obstruct the operator’s view they can pass the vehicle for inspection.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if either the left or right front window mechanism is not in working order.”

· Clarifies that windows behind the B-post can have unlimited tint on all vehicles.

· Remove the requirement that windshield wipers must be of the original size.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if the rear window wiper doesn’t work.” Only windshield wipers are required to function.

· Remove the requirement that windshield washer systems must work, and that wipers need to return to the park position when turned off.

· Allow dump trucks, ambulances, cube vans or other similar vehicles with a rear obstruction to not have an inside mirror.

· Allow inspecting technician’s discretion to determine of mirror defects obstructs the operator’s clear view to the rear. 

· Clarify that only vehicles equipped with sun visors need to stay in the fixed position.

· Clarify that only required lighting shall be inspected. Any auxiliary lights, not prohibited by law or regulation that are added to the vehicle or installed as optional equipment by the manufacturer are not required to function. (e.g. Fog lights, lights on an off-road roll bar, etc.)

· Remove “Reject vehicle if any lens repaired using Novus or similar technology permits moisture or dirt to enter the assembly.”

· Allow repairs to any lamp or lens provided the repair is adequate and meets the definition added to the manual as, “Properly repaired.”

· Clarifies that discoloration, contamination or reflector deterioration is permissible as long as it doesn’t reduce the lighting below safe operating levels.

· Change rule to allow clear lenses on signals and brake lenses to the front or rear of vehicles.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if any wiring is damaged or the electrical connections are poor.”

· Remove “Reject vehicle if the self-cancelling mechanism is not functioning properly,” on turn signals.

· Allow brake lights to pulsate.

· Remove wiring and switches from the inspection process.

· Clarify that any looseness or play in any component with-in the manufacturer’s tolerance, passes inspection.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if any rack and pinion boot is torn.”

· Clarify that seepage of fluids does not equal leakage of fluids.

· Allow ball joint repair kits

· Remove “Reject vehicle if rubber boots on ball joints are torn.”

· Clarify that if any steering, alignment or suspension components are rusted to the degree that 
failure of the component is imminent, it is cause for rejection.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if any constant velocity boot is torn or cracked to the extent that the CV 
joints are contaminated with dirt, salt or water.”

· Allow for tires to plugged and still pass inspection. 

· Remove tire size requirements from the manual and refer to statute. Title 29-A 1917 as provided 
in the supplement. 

· Remove the requirement that documentation be provided if tire size is changed to prove that 
the ABS system has been re-flashed to accommodate the new tire size.

· Require sun visors in custom vehicles, if equipped, to be secure and able to stay in the fixed 
upright position.

· Add that tires on custom vehicles and street rods must meet the requirements of title 29-A 
section 1917. 
SCHOOL BUS
· Clarify that on a type C or D school bus that the tailpipe can’t exit below an emergency door.  
· Require that any mirror on a school bus required by rule or law be present. Add language to 
include “and other reflective material,” when referring mirror glass.
· Exempt Allowable Alternative Vehicles from the “School Bus Stop Arms,” section of the manual.
· Add “Reject vehicle if crossing arm does not activate with reds when opening service door.”
· Remove “Reject vehicle is crossing arm is not painted glossy school bus yellow.” 
· Remove “Reject vehicle if crossing arm is damaged or bent so as to shorten extended length to 
less than 70 inches.”
· Language changed in several areas to remove DOE rule and inserted FMVSS.
· Add “Reject vehicle if the protective padding across the inside top of the door opening is 
missing, not securely fastened or damaged.”

· Allow for some tint, no less than 28% light transmittance on school bus windows, except the 
windshield, driver’s window, side door and the rear windows across the back of the bus must 
have at least 80% light transmittance.

· Add that any compartment stanchions or support bolts must be installed to the standards set 
forth by the FMVSS at the time of manufacture.

· Add “Reject vehicle if there is no defrost heat/temp. control.”

MOTORCYCLE
· Allow for a parking brake on a three wheeled motorcycle to be a brake lever lock or other device 
that holds the brakes applied.

· Add that if a motorcycle was originally equipped with a speedometer that it must have one and 
it must function properly.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if any wheel does not track properly or adversely affects the control of 
the motorcycle.”

· Allow factory smoked signals and allow clear lenses in addition to red and amber to the rear.

· Allow brake/tail lenses to be clear or red and allow the light to pulsate. The light must be red.

· Allow registration plate to be mounted to the side or to the rear fender as long as the plate is 
clearly visible to the rear.

· Remove Wiring and Switches from inspection.

· Allow technicians discretion to determine if the reflective surface of the mirrors are degraded 
(tarnished or peeling), to the point at which visibility is reduced. 

COMMERCIAL

· Change language in several areas to allow for manufacturers tolerances instead of the current 
charts or language.

· Allow for repairs to be made to hydraulic lines or couplings if they are DOT or SAE approved.

· Allow for technicians to determine if the headlights are aimed properly based on their 
education, training and experience. Remove the requirement that they be checked with a 
machine or chart.

· Clarify that only headlamps that are discolored, contaminated or that the reflector is 
deteriorated to the point that it causes a reduction in the effectiveness of the headlamp is cause 
for rejection.

· Allow for “Properly repaired,” lenses and lamps as in a Class A inspection.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if the signal lamp self-cancelling mechanism fails to function properly.”

· Allow for pulsating brake lights.

· Clarify that only Switches required to be inspected need to be in good working order.

· Remove “Reject vehicle if a replacement of glass partitions, doors, windows, or windshields was 
made using non-approved safety glass.”

· Change cloudiness allowance in windshields from 1 to 2 inches from the top, and from ½ inch to 
1 inch from the divider strip on a split windshield.

· Allow chips and fractures in windshield to be ¾ of an inch provided it is more than 3 inches from 
similarly damaged areas. 

· Change rejection standard for cracks to 6 inches instead of 4 inches.

· Allow technicians to use their discretion when it pertains to scratches, to determine if the 
scratch or mar obstructs the driver’s clear view of the road.

· Remove requirement that windshield wipers be the same size as the original sizes.

· Allow for pulsating brake lights on trailers.
