State of Maine

Department of Public Safety

164 State House Station

Augusta, ME  04333-0104


Information for Applicants

Application for Relief from Prohibition against Possession of Firearms 

Pursuant to 15 MRSA § 393(4-A)

If you are prohibited from possessing a firearm under federal law as a result of an emergency involuntary (“blue paper”) commitment to a mental health facility, Maine and federal law allow you to apply for relief from that specific disqualification.  This process does not authorize the Commissioner to set aside a prohibition based on any other reason.

Before completing the paperwork to make this request, you must ensure that you qualify to apply.   Please confirm the following:


1) You are currently prohibited from possessing firearms pursuant to 18 U.S.C.  


§ 922(g)(4) as a result of your emergency involuntary (“blue paper”) admission to a 
psychiatric hospital or facility pursuant to Title 34-B M.R.S.A. § 3863;


2) You have not been committed to a psychiatric hospital pursuant to an order of 
the District Court pursuant to Title 34-B M.R.S.A. § 3864; AND


3)  Five years have elapsed from the date you were finally discharged from 
commitment. 

Please note that the law does not provide relief for the mental health prohibition of 18 USC § 922(g)(4) if it is based on any of the following facts.  Thus, do not apply if: 


1) You have been found not criminally responsible by reason of insanity/mental 
disease or defect;

2) You have been found incompetent to stand trial in a criminal case;  OR


3)  You have been adjudged by a Probate Court to lack the capacity to contract or 
manage your own affairs.
If you meet the above requirements, you may apply for relief.  If you are unsure as to your status, you should consult a private attorney familiar with firearms laws and your specific situation.  If you do apply, whether or not your application for relief will be granted depends on the entire application process, which may include a hearing.

If you believe that you meet the requirements listed above, and you wish to apply for relief, you should first review the enclosed Frequently Asked Questions.  Then, review the application form carefully; specific instructions for documentation that must be included with the application are on the form itself.  The application will be returned to you if it is not complete or you have omitted the application fee of $250.00.  

As part of the application process, you must arrange for an evaluation by an independent psychologist or psychiatrist.  The documents pertaining to this part of the application are on yellow paper.  Note that you must complete the “Authorization to Evaluator to Release Protected Health Information” and Part I of the “Acknowledgements and Summary” and give those two documents to the evaluator.  You must make arrangements to pay the evaluator, and the evaluator will send a report directly to the Commissioner. 

Upon receipt of the completed application and application fee, the Commissioner will request information from persons who received notice of your commitment pursuant to statute, as well as the district attorney, chief of police and sheriff in the municipality and county where you reside.  

Upon receipt of the evaluation and any responses from the persons notified by the Commissioner, the Commissioner will review the entire file to determine whether or not you have made a prima facia showing that you may be able to prove, by clear and convincing evidence, the following: 1) that the circumstances that led to the involuntary commitment have changed; 2) that you are not likely to act in a manner dangerous to public safety; and 3) that granting the application of relief will not be contrary to the public interest.  If you make this threshold showing, the Commissioner or her designee will schedule a hearing to determine if you qualify for relief.  If a hearing is scheduled, you will be provided with additional information regarding that part of the process.

If you have any questions concerning this application process, contact the Special Investigations Division of the Maine State Police at 626-3800.  However, the State Police cannot provide legal advice.

*****  Important Notice  *****

Relief granted under this law is limited to removing the federal disability resulting from involuntary commitment pursuant to 34-B M.R.S.A.  §3863 (sometimes referred to as the “blue paper” process).  This relief does NOT in any way remove other state or federal prohibitions against your possession of a firearm or ammunition.  You are urged to seek legal advice prior to possessing any firearm.  The Department of Public Safety is not authorized to provide legal advice.

