MEDIA RELEASE

MAINE DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY

Direct questions to Division Commander Darrell Crandall – 207-557-0510

MDEA Agents find guns and drugs in the woods of Whiting

Whiting, ME: MDEA agents assigned to the Down East District Task Force received a tip that there were a small number of marijuana plants growing in a wooded area in Whiting. Agents located about 50 plants growing in buckets, and also encountered 42-year-old Thomas Tibbs, of Lubec, in the area of the plants. Tibbs had been staying in a nearby camper, from which agents seized a loaded shotgun, a loaded .308 caliber military style rifle with a high capacity magazine, a little more than one quarter pound of processed marijuana and scales.  

Tibbs was arrested and charged with aggravated trafficking and cultivation of marijuana. He was taken to the Washington County Jail where he posted bail. He will be arraigned in Washington County Superior Court on July 27. Maine law allows for a drug offense to be aggravated (or enhanced) by one class of crime if, “At the time of the offense, the person possesses a firearm in the furtherance of the offense, uses a firearm, carries a firearm or is armed with a firearm.” 

Although still early in the “growing season,” this is the fourth outdoor growing operation MDEA has seized in Maine this spring. The three previous seizures were accompanied by three arrests, the seizure of 92 plants and 3 additional firearms. MDEA agents have also seized thirty-one (31) indoor growing operations so far this year – with a combined plant total of over 2,330 plants and 56 pounds of processed product. Agents arrested forty-one (41) suspects associated with these operations and seized an additional thirteen firearms. 

If you encounter growing marijuana, do not investigate or linger in the area as growers sometimes “booby trap” their grow sites. If you have information on this or any other drug crime, call MDEA, toll free, at 1-800-452-6457.

