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BRUNSWICK — A Freeport man arrested with more than a pound of processed marijuana in his car during a traffic stop in Yarmouth late Monday night led police and Maine Drug Enforcement officials to a major marijuana growing operation on Old South Freeport Road in Freeport. Brian Jordan, 27, of 54 Old South Freeport Road, was arraigned Wednesday afternoon in Cumberland County Unified Court. He is charged with aggravated cultivation of marijuana and trafficking in Schedule Z drugs, Class B felonies that carry a sentence of up to 10 years in jail.

At about 11 p.m. Monday, Yarmouth Police Officer Michael Vogel pulled over Jordan’s truck in Yarmouth. Evidence — including an exterior search of Jordan’s truck by Vogel’s canine, Sultan — led Vogel to discover “a substantial amount of marijuana” in the truck, said Bob Doherty, a Portland Police officer assigned to the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency as a supervisory special agent.

Vogel contacted the MDEA, and Detective Stephen Gorham, a Cumberland County Sheriff’s deputy assigned to the agency, responded to assist with the investigation, Doherty said.

With the assistance of Maine State Police and Freeport police officers, between six and 12 officers executed a search warrant of Jordan’s Old South Freeport Road home, where they discovered “an elaborate lighting and filtration system attached to an indoor marijuana grow, with well over 100 marijuana plants,” Doherty said.

Doherty praised the work of Vogel and his canine, Sultan, as well as Gorham’s skill in shepherding the investigation and seizure of the operation.

“It’s not easy to dismantle a grow of that size,” he said. “It takes a lot of work. That’s a great deal of marijuana.”

The investigation into Jordan’s operation continues, Doherty said, adding, “There are other folks we want to talk to and who we expect to speak with that are involved in this case.”

Doherty declined to release any previous criminal history Jordan might have.

Jordan was scheduled to be arraigned late Wednesday afternoon. He is back in Cumberland County Jail today, held on $20,000 real estate or $1,000 cash bail, according to jail officials.

According to the Freeport assessing data, the home at 54 Old South Freeport Road is owned by Michael and Jennifer Doten of Yarmouth.

