MEDIA RELEASE
 

MAINE DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY (MDEA)
 

Direct Questions to:  Division Commander Darrell Crandall @ (207-557-0510)
 

* Mugshots available from Penobscot and Kennebec County Jails. 
 

New York and Massachusetts - based drug trafficking organizations busted in Central Maine
 

"MDEA Director Roy E. McKinney says these drug arrests highlight a continuing and disturbing trend in the distribution of drugs in Maine." "Out of state traffickers view Maine as a lucrative market.” “Such can not be effectively addressed by any one department." "Only through communication, coordination and collaboration, as demonstrated by the law enforcement agencies involved in this investigation, can we hope to combat these groups." 
 

For the past several years, agents of the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency (MDEA) have seen ever increasing instances of "out of state" drug traffickers coming to Maine, establishing themselves in motels or apartments, and selling their wares. 
 

Two unrelated investigations culminated early this week with the execution of search warrants at motels in Augusta and Bangor and with the arrests of fourteen (14) suspects. 
 

MDEA Agents based in Augusta, partnered with Augusta PD and US DEA on an investigation that involved a Massachusetts based organization allegedly selling heroin, crack cocaine and OxyContin from motel rooms in that city. Surveillance of these suspects over several weeks showed nearly daily trips between Augusta and Massachusetts, as well as retail distribution in Maine. On Tuesday afternoon, search warrants were executed on two motel rooms, and agents seized ten grams of heroin valued at $2,400, 15 grams of cocaine valued at $1,500, 137 (80mg) OxyContin tablets valued at $13,700 and 75 (40 mg) OxyContin tablets valued at $3,650. Agents also seized $6,846 in cash, a 1997 Lexus and two handguns, one of which was loaded. 

The following arrests were made:  

Matthew Sullivan, 22, of Lynn, MA - Aggravated Trafficking Scheduled Drugs (firearm)

Andrew Mumbauer, 21, of Peabody, MA - Aggravated Trafficking Scheduled Drugs (firearm)

Daniel Sullivan, 25, of Lynn, MA - Trafficking Scheduled Drugs (and fugitive from justice)

Gordon Newton, 25, of Dorchester, MA - Trafficking Scheduled Drugs

Kathryn Bush, 24, of Farmington, NH - Trafficking in Scheduled Drugs

Ashlie Williams, 21, of Vassalboro, ME - Trafficking in Scheduled Drugs

 During the same time period, MDEA Agents based in Bangor were investigating a New York organization that was allegedly conducting business in the same fashion. Agents were able to make covert purchases of drugs from members of the organization who were selling from an apartment within 1,000 feet of a school. Late Monday, Agents and Bangor Police executed search warrants at two motel rooms in the city, seizing 58 retail bags of heroin valued at $1,800, 3 grams of crack cocaine valued at $300, a small amount of powder cocaine, over $1,000 in cash, scales and drug ledgers.

The following arrests were made:

 Antonia Gonzalez, 18, of Zerj, NY - Aggravated Trafficking Scheduled Drugs (school zone)

Rafael Brito, 22, of NYC - Aggravated Trafficking Scheduled Drugs (prior drug conviction)

Jessica Corzenza, 21, of NYC - Trafficking in Scheduled Drugs

Brooke Shirey, 26, of Bangor - Trafficking in Scheduled Drugs

Stephen Wood, 39, of Bangor - Aggravated Trafficking in Scheduled Drugs (school zone) 

(Note: Wood is also a registered sex offender)

Dawn Wood, 38, of Bangor - Aggravated Trafficking in Scheduled Drugs (school zone)

Jessica Smock, 27, of Dedham, ME - Aggravated Trafficking in Scheduled Drugs (school zone), and violation of bail

Timothy Thorpe, 29, of Dedham, ME - Aggravated Trafficking in Scheduled Drugs (school zone), and violation of probation

 

US DEA also assisted MDEA with these arrests and is assisting with the ongoing investigation. 

 

Both in Augusta and Bangor, specialized tactical teams were utilized to make entry into the motel rooms based upon information that the suspects may be armed and presented an increased potential for violence. 

 

"This investigation demonstrates that cooperative law enforcement is a key in fighting drug traffickers across Maine", said US DEA's New England Special Agent in Charge Steven Derr. "The Maine Drug Enforcement Agency is a tremendous partner and our collaboration is continuing across the state. These arrests are demonstrative of what can be achieved working together."

Anyone with information on drug trafficking may call MDEA, toll free, at 1-800-452-6457 or may leave an anonymous report at www.maine.gov/dps/mdea
