Five charged in Portland drug trade
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PORTLAND — Four people from Connecticut and a Maine man formerly charged with murder, are scheduled to be arraigned today on charges of possessing and dealing crack cocaine and heroin.

Agents with the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency arrested the five people Tuesday as part of a long-term investigation into out-of-state suppliers of illegal drugs, said Sgt. Robert Doherty, supervisor of the MDEA unit in Cumberland County.

“It’s another example of folks bringing crack cocaine up from southern portions of New England,” Doherty said. “Hopefully word will get back to the folks in Connecticut, if you come to Maine to sell cocaine you’re going to be arrested.”

Travon L. Brown, 33, Kerri L. Philopena, 25, Grisela Roman, 31,  and Brian Reeves, 27, all of New London, Ct., and Randel Phillips, 46, of Portland are charged with drug possession.

Phillips was charged in the 2008 killing of Lashawn Covington and pled guilty to reckless conduct with a dangerous weapon in an agreement with prosecutors that recognized that Phillips was defending himself from the armed intruder. Brown has convictions for robbery and assault, Doherty said.

“When you look at Brown and Phillips they’re just plain dangerous people,” Doherty said. “They’re folks charged and convicted of violent crimes.”

