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Editor’s Note


The editor reviewed the public laws passed by the 123rd Legislature in the 2007 First Regular Session prior to selecting statutes believed to be of general interest to Maine law enforcement officers. This is not a listing of all laws passed by the Legislature. In the interest of clarity and brevity, the selected public laws have been summarized.  If a particular change is of interest to the reader, a statutory citation is given so that the reader can review the entire text of the new law, which should be done before any enforcement action is taken.  Finally, there are many types of law enforcement officers in Maine and some statutes that may be of interest to only a particular specialized type of law enforcement have been left out to keep the length of this document manageable.

If the reader has questions, comments, etc. the editor can be contacted at:

Lt. Mark M. Waltz

Brunswick Police Department

28 Federal Street

Brunswick, ME 04011

(207) 725-5521

waltz@brunswickpd.org
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Motor Vehicle

Chapter 2 – L.D. 478
An Act Regarding the Certification of the Required Driving Time for a License for Certain Persons under 21 Years of age
Under the prior version of 29 M.R.S.A. § 1304 (1)(H), an applicant for a license under 21 years of age had to have their driving log certified by a parent, stepparent, guardian, spouse or employer to the Secretary of State.  Now a license applicant who is at least 18 years of age (but under 21 years of age) and does not have a parent, stepparent, guardian, spouse or employer can request that the Secretary of State complete the certification of the driving time as long as the applicant provides the name and address of the licensed driver with whom the majority of the practice driving was done.

Effective February 13, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. § 1304 (1)(H) 

Chapter 5 – L.D. 55
An Act To Amend the Law Regarding a License to Operate an Attended or Unattended Sales Promotion
Permits to operate an attended motor vehicle sales promotion can now be issued for 90 days, rather than 30 days which was the time period under old law.  If an equipment dealer or trailer dealer does not include motor vehicles its display, no permit is necessary.  at all, whether the display is attended or unattended.. There is now no limit on how many times attended display permits can be renewed. 

Effective March 14, 2007



Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. § 957 (3) & (4) 

Chapter 8 – L.D. 23
An Act To Clarify the Use and Purpose of Center Turn Lanes
The statute on center turn lanes was amended to make it applicable to roads with “more than two lanes” which have a lane that “provides for two-way movement of traffic”.  The previous version of the statute was limited to 3 lane roads, now the statute could apply to 5 lane roads with a center turn lane (or any other number of lanes which is more than 2 lanes and has a two-way turn lane).  The amendment to the statute also makes it permissible to make a left turn from a road or driveway into the 2-way turn lane and then wait there until it is safe to continue into the traffic lanes.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. §2051(2) 

Enacts 29-A  M.R.S.A. §2051(2)(D)
Chapter 11 – L.D. 173
An Act To Allow a Newspaper Carrier to Use Flashing Amber Lights on That Carrier’s Vehicle
A vehicle used to transport or deliver newspapers may be equipped with auxiliary lights which emit a flashing amber light.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. §2054 (2)(C)(10) 

Chapter 12 – L.D. 122
An Act To Amend the Authority of a Motor Vehicle Investigator
The authority of motor vehicle investigators is expanded to include the power to enforce “all provisions of this Title 29-A and Title 17-A and all laws of the State with the same powers that a sheriff has in a county.”

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. § 152 (2)
Chapter 38 – L.D. 211
An Act To Allow a Truck Driver to Haul a Trailer on a Highway If That Driver Has a Point-to-Point Permit
In addition to trucks, truck tractors and Class B special mobile equipment used exclusively for off-highway purposes, the Secretary of State may now also issue a permit for an off-highway trailer or semitrailer to be towed on a highway to and from a specific place.  The trailers cannot carry persons or property and the transportation must be done during daytime hours.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. § 501 (10)
Chapter 60 – L.D. 24
An Act To Make Failure To Wear a Seatbelt a Primary Offense
A car may be stopped for seatbelt violations even if there is no other traffic offense committed.  However, until April 1, 2008, only warnings can be given if the car was stopped solely for a seatbelt violation.  The Legislature also saw fit to add that a vehicle, its contents or a person in it cannot be inspected or searched solely because of a seat belt violation (a search of this type would not have been constitutionally permissible anyway).
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. §2081(3-A)






Repeals 29-A  M.R.S.A. §2081(4)(E)







Enacts 29-A M.R.S.A. §2081___
Chapter 62 – L.D. 497
An Act To Allow Funeral Processions To Use Certain Lights
In addition to a yellow light on a dashboard, a vehicle owned by a funeral home and used as a lead vehicle in a funeral procession may also have a white strobe light in its grille.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. §2054 (2)(H)

Chapter 63 – L.D. 631
An Act To Strengthen OUI Laws As They Pertain to Drugs
This law adds “detectable urine-drug level” and “detectable blood-drug level” to the types of tests kept by a hospital or medical facility which cannot be excluded as evidence in an OUI proceeding, even if a claim of confidentiality or privilege is raised by the defendant. 
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 16  M.R.S.A. § 357 (2nd)
Chapter 123 – L.D. 740
An Act To Promote the Safety or Deaf or Hard-of-hearing Drivers
A person with hearing impairment may request that a sticker be placed on their license that calls attention to their disability.
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 29-A  M.R.S.A. §1404-A 
Chapter 135 – L.D. 938
An Act To Delay the Effective Date of Changes to Motor Vehicle Inspection Rules

Except for emergency rules, all inspection rules do not take effect until 30 days after they have been filed with the Secretary of State.

Retroactive to December 15, 2006


Enacts 29-A  M.R.S.A. §1769 (1-A) 
Chapter 150 – L.D. 666
An Act To Amend Maine’s Abandoned Motor Vehicle Laws

The time period for presumption of abandonment of a motor vehicle is reduced to 7 days after notices have been sent by the Secretary of State (from the previous 14 days).  There’s now a rebuttable presumption that the last owner according to the records of DMV is in fact the owner of the vehicle.  The time period for the Secretary of State to issue a new title to an abandoned vehicle is reduced to 21 days from the previous 30 days.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. §1852, 1856(1)

A person holding or storing an abandoned vehicle may hold the vehicle until all reasonable towing and storage costs are paid.  They must release “personal effects” which are in the vehicle, however.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 29-A  M.R.S.A. §1861

Chapter 177 – L.D. 254
An Act To Amend the Temporary Registration Plate Law

Instead of a temporary registration permit being only able to be issued for a one-way trip, it can now be issued for a round trip, as long as it is completed within 10 days of when the permit is issued.

Effective September 20, 2007


Repeals and Replaces 29-A M.R.S.A. §501 (7)(A)
Chapter 186 – L.D. 1487
An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Automotive Reflective and Tinted Glass

This law lowers the minimum standard for the percentage of light that must be transmitted through a side window or a rear window from 50% to 35%.  It also allows the tinted band at the top of a windshield to be increased from 4 inches to 5 inches.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A M.R.S.A. §1916

Chapter 229 – L.D. 964
An Act To Establish a Special License Plate to Honor Maine Residents Serving Our Country

The State can issue “We Support Our Troops” plates.  $10.00 from the sale of each plate will go to the Maine National Guard Foundation Fund Special Revenue Funds.
Effective June 5, 2007



Enacts 29-A  M.R.S.A. §456-D

Chapter 272 – L.D. 161
An Act To Prohibit the Use of Electronic Devices by Minors while Driving
A person who is not 18 years of age may not operate a motor vehicle while using a mobile telephone or handheld electronic device.  The civil violation has a minimum fine of $50.00 for the first offense and $250.00 for a second or subsequent offense.
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 29-A  M.R.S.A. §2116  

Chapter 348 – L.D. 1817

An Act To Strengthen and Clarify Maine’s Motor Vehicle Laws

In addition to a motorized bicycle or tricycle, a moped does not need a motor vehicle inspection.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. §1752 (6)  

Trailers and semitrailers with a gross vehicle weight of over 7,000 lbs must be inspected annually. Trailers or semitrailers used with a motor vehicle which together yield a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 lbs must also be inspected annually.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 29-A  M.R.S.A. §1753 (1)  

A camp trailer does not have to be inspected. 

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts  29-A  M.R.S.A. §1753 (4)(F)  

The new standard for tread depth is that all (not merely 2) major groves must be measured and must include at least two points on each groove not closer than 15 inches.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends  29-A  M.R.S.A. §1917 (4) (B)

Vehicles of the Office of the Attorney General operated by a detective and vehicles of the Secretary of State operated by a motor vehicle investigator are now classified as “Authorized Emergency Vehicles.” 

 Effective September 20, 2007


Amends  29-A  M.R.S.A. §2054 (1) (B)

Failure to yield where a collision with a vehicle or person results continues to be a Class E crime.  It is a traffic infraction if there is no collision.
 Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts  29-A  M.R.S.A. §2057 (10-A)

The definition of a “reportable accident” is clarified.  Apparent property damage must be based upon the market value of the cost of the repairs and may not be limited by the current value of the property. 

 Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts  29-A  M.R.S.A. §2251 (1)

Criminal and Other Related Statutes

Chapter 31 – L.D. 219
An Act To Use Forfeited Bail Money for the Victims of an Offender
If an offender who is sentenced to pay restitution is in default on his/her restitution payments, and is declared in forfeiture of bail, the forfeited bail must be used to pay the restitution and the remainder may be used first for the extradition account of the prosecutorial district (subject to a $20,000.00 cap on the account) and then the General Fund.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 15  M.R.S.A. § 224-A (2) & 1094

Enacts 17-A  M.R.S.A. § 1329 (3-A) 

Chapter 55 – L.D. 720
An Act To Clarify What Constitutes a Schedule W Drug
“This bill clarifies current drug law by specifying that a compound, mixture or preparation that contains a narcotic drug is considered a narcotic drug for purposes of classification as a Schedule W drug and determining the class of crime for possession of that drug, either in its pure form or as a compound, mixture or preparation.” 
Summary attached to L.D. 720 found at http://janus.state.me.us/legis/LawMakerWeb/externalsiteframe.asp?ID=280023253&LD=720&Type=1&SessionID=7.
Effective September 20, 2007


Repeals and Replaces 17-A  M.R.S.A. §1102 (1)(I) 

 Amends 17-A  M.R.S.A. §1107-A (1)(B)
Chapter 102 – L.D. 697
An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Department of Corrections Facilities
The crimes of gross sexual assault, unlawful sexual contact, and unlawful sexual touching are expanded to cover sexual acts, contact or touching between a sex offender on supervised release, a prisoner on supervised community confinement or a juvenile on community reintegration status and a person having supervisory or disciplinary authority over them.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 17-A  M.R.S.A. §253 (2) (E)
Amends 17-A  M.R.S.A. §255-A (1) (I)

Amends 17-A  M.R.S.A. §255-A (1) (J)

Amends 17-A  M.R.S.A. §260 (1) (E)

“Gate money” given to a prisoner upon his/her release is not subject to forfeiture for victim restitution, facility disciplinary restitution or facility monetary sanctions.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 34-A M.R.S.A. §3047(2)
DOC investigators have administrative subpoena power if authorized by the Attorney General and DOC.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 34-A M.R.S.A. §3011(1)
Chapter 120 – L.D. 66
An Act To Prohibit the Transfer of Salvia Divinorum to Minors and To Prohibit Possession of Salvia Divinorum by Minors
It is a civil offense to transfer salvia divinorum to a minor.  It is also a civil violation for a minor to possess salvia divinorum or to use a false ID in an attempt to obtain salvia divinorum.
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 17  M.R.S.A. §2011 - 2014
Chapter 144 – L.D. 246
An Act To Protect the Solemnity and dignity of a Funeral or Memorial Service in Maine
The former disorderly conduct statute has been repealed and replaced with a new statute.  In addition to the conduct prohibited by the old statute, the new one makes it a Class E crime to:

“in a private or public place on or near property where a funeral, burial or memorial service is being held, the person knowingly accosts, insults, taunts or challenges any person in mourning and in attendance at the funeral, burial or memorial service with unwanted, obtrusive communications by way of offensive, derisive or annoying words, or by gestures or other physical conduct, that would in fact have a direct tendency to cause a violent response by an ordinary person in mourning and in attendance at a funeral, burial or memorial service.
Effective May 18, 2007



Repeals 17-A  M.R.S.A. §501

Enacts 17-A  M.R.S.A. §501-A
Chapter 173 – L.D. 966
An Act To Make Part I of the Maine Criminal Code Gender-neutral
Many statutes in the criminal code were changed to be made gender-neutral.  There were no substantive changes.
Effective September 20, 2007
Chapter 294 – L.D. 418
An Act To Require the Collection of DNA from Persons Who Committed Felonies Prior to 1996 Who Then Reoffend by Committing Offenses for Which They Would Not Otherwise Have To Submit to a DNA Test
If a person is convicted of a Class D or E offense which would not otherwise require that they submit a DNA sample but has a pre-1996 conviction for a crime which would require a DNA sample if committed today, the person must submit a DNA sample.  It is a strict liability Class E offense if the person fails to comply with a request from the State Bureau of Identification to submit to a DNA test.
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 25  M.R.S.A. §1574-A  

Chapter 340 – L.D. 988

An Act To Improve the Protection from Abuse Laws

This law expands the class of people who can take advantage of protection from abuse orders to include dating partners.    

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 19-A  M.R.S.A. §4002 (1)  

A “dating partner” is defined as individuals currently or formerly dating each other, whether or not they are sexual partners.    

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 19-A  M.R.S.A. §4002 (3-A)  

An adult who has been the victim of stalking or a sexual assault may file for a PFA order even if the conduct was not perpetrated by a family or household member or a dating partner and even if no criminal prosecution has occurred.  Parents may file on behalf of a minor in similar circumstances.    

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 19-A  M.R.S.A. §4005 (1)  

Chapter 344 – L.D. 1736

An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Probation and Supervised Release for Sex Offenders and to Make Necessary Changes to the Maine Criminal Code

If the execution of a sentence is stayed, the court may revoke probation for criminal conduct committed during the stay period or for failure to report as ordered.  While the title of the Act might, imply it, this law is not limited to sex offenders and applies to any criminal whose sentence is stayed.  

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 17-A  M.R.S.A. §1203 (1-A) (D)
The court may revoke a period of supervised release for: (1) a violation of supervised release; (2) criminal conduct committed during a term of imprisonment; or (3) refusal during the term of imprisonment to actively participate in a sex offender treatment program to the satisfaction of the treatment providers.
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 17-A  M.R.S.A. §1231 (7)  

The time for an initial appearance on a hearing for a revocation of administrative release is reduced from 14 days to 5 days for a prisoner in custody. 

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 17-A  M.R.S.A. §1349 (D)(4)

Communications

Chapter 42 – L.D. 627
An Act To Ensure Uniform Emergency Medical Dispatch Services in Maine
Dispatch centers and dispatchers who provide emergency medical dispatch services must be licensed by the State or they cannot perform the service.  Any PSAP which handles 9-1-1 calls must be licensed to provide emergency medical dispatch services or transfer the call to any agency which is licensed to provide these services.

Effective April 10. 2007



Amends 32  M.R.S.A. §85-A
Fish and Wildlife

Chapter 6 – L.D. 140
An Act To List the Shortnose Sturgeon as a Marine Endangered Species
The shortnose sturgeon is now an endangered species.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 12 M.R.S.A. § 6975 (9)
Chapter 15 – L.D. 403
An Act To Encourage Municipalities to Abate Coastal Pollution
Depuration plant operators must file a plan with the commissioner that sets forth a timeline for harvest, harvest limits and harvester selection.  As much as possible, a harvester from the community which has the closed clam flat shall be employed for each nonresident harvester employed.  The statute also gives local communities which have a shellfish conservation committee and develop a pollution abatement plan more control over when (and if) depuration harvesting will be allowed. 
Major changes retroactive to January 1, 2006
Amends 12 M.R.S.A. § 6856 (3)
Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. § 6856 (3-A) – (3-C))
Chapter 20 – L.D. 251
An Act To Allow the Bureau of Warden Service to Provide Assistance to Other Entities
The Warden Service, with approval of the commissioner, may provide assistance to other entities and individuals, public and private.  A fee may be charged for services rendered.
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. § 10353(6)
Chapter 21 – L.D. 165
An Act To Designate the Artic Charr as a State Heritage Fish
The Artic Charr has joined the Eastern Brook Trout as a state heritage fish. Ponds where either of these fish exist and which have never been stocked may not be stocked and it is a Class E crime to fish with a live fish as bait in these waters.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 12 M.R.S.A. § 12461







Enacts 1 M.R.S.A. §212-A
Chapter 33 – L.D. 160
An Act To Provide Safe All-terrain Vehicle Access on Public Ways
Instead of the general rule that ATV’s must be operated on the extreme right, a municipality can designate another area for them to travel.  They must travel in the same direction as motor vehicle traffic on the adjacent public way.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 12 M.R.S.A. § 13157-A (6)(H)

Chapter 45 – L.D. 503
An Act Regarding the Authority of the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife To Issue Licenses to Beagle Clubs To Trap Snowshoe Hares
It is prohibited to trap live snowshoe hares without being part of a beagle club which is licensed for this purpose.  Traps must be labeled with the name of the club and a contact telephone number.  Snowshoe hares trapped can only be used to stock the running areas of the licensed beagle club and may not be transferred to another club or sent out of state.  Trapping can only be done between September 1st and April 30th.  Cottontail rabbits must be immediately released and their trapping must be reported to the State.   The first three violations of this section are civil violations, the 4th is a Class E crime.
Effective April 12, 2007



Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. § 12261

Chapter 54 – L.D. 554
An Act To Amend the Shellfish Laws
Individuals who have had their shellfish license suspended by the Commissioner may not take surf clams for personal use either.  It is a civil violation to use a boat to drag for surf clams without being licensed by the state.  There is a personal use exception for up to 3 bushels per day.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 12 M.R.S.A. § 6601 (4)

Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. § 6602
Chapter 70 – L.D. 167
An Act To Allow Military Personnel Stationed in Maine To Register All-terrain Vehicles As Residents
A person who serves in the Armed Forces and is permanently stationed in Maine may register their ATV at the resident rate.  This privilege also applies to a spouse or child of the serviceperson who resides with the serviceperson. 
Effective September 20, 2007
Chapter 73 – L.D. 252
An Act To Establish Emergency Response to Illegal Introduction of Invasive Fish Species
If the commissioner determines it necessary for resource protection, he/she may authorize licensed anglers to assist with the taking and destruction of invasive fish species.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. § 10105 (1-A)

Chapter 168 – L.D. 728
An Act To Enhance the Wise Use and Sound Management of Maine’s Wildlife Resources

It is a Class E crime to waste a wild bird or wild animal which has been killed by that person.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. §11224

A licensed guide may track and dispatch a bear, deer or moose outside of normal hunting hours if their client during a guided hunt wounded or killed the bear, deer or moose.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. §11225
Even if bear trapping season is open, a person must have a trapping permit to trap for bear.  

Effective January 1, 2008



Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. §12260-A

Chapter 169 – L.D. 888
An Act To Clarify the Definition of “Personal Watercraft”

A personal watercraft does not include a motorized watercraft with a horsepower rating not greater than 15 horsepower and which does not generate an unreasonable amount of noise.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 12 M.R.S.A. §13001 (23)

Chapter 202 – L.D. 455
An Act To Protect the All-terrain Vehicle Trail System

It is a civil violation to operate a truck, pickup truck or passenger vehicle on a designated ATV trail which is not a gravel road without the permission of the landowner unless it is an emergency. A fourth offense in a five year period is a Class E crime.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. §13157-A (5-A)

Chapter 203 – L.D. 486
An Act To Establish an Apprenticeship Hunter License Program

“This bill creates the apprenticeship hunter license, patterned after the junior hunting license, which allows a person without a hunting license to hunt under the supervision of a person who holds a valid hunting license…”

 Summary attached to L.D. 720 found at http://janus.state.me.us/legis/LawMakerWeb/externalsiteframe.asp?ID=280022946&LD=486&Type=1&SessionID=7
A person must be at least 16 years of age or older and not hold a valid hunting license to obtain an apprenticeship hunter license.  An apprenticeship hunter must be supervised by a licensed hunter over the age of 18 who has held a license for at least 5 years.  It is an opportunity for someone to try out hunting for a season without taking a hunter’s safety course. 
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. §11108-B

Chapter 206 – L.D. 1011
An Act To Enhance Child Support Collections in Maine

Watercraft, ATV or snowmobile registrations may not be issued to people who are in default of their child support obligations.
Effective June 4, 2007



Enacts 19-A  M.R.S.A. §2201 (12-A)






Amends 19-A  M.R.S.A. §2201 (13)

Chapter 242 – L.D. 1045
An Act To Extend the Coyote Night Hunting Season
The night hunting season for coyotes begins January 1st.  The ending date of the season has been extended from April 30th to June 1st.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 12 M.R.S.A. §12001 (1)
Chapter  283 – L.D. 16
An Act To Make Lobster Trap Molesting a Civil Offense

Lobster trap molesting is decriminalized and made a civil offense.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 12 M.R.S.A. §6434 

Chapter  334 – L.D. 588
An Act To Allow Civil Penalties for Trespass While Engaging in Activities Regulated by Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

A person engaged in activities regulated by IF&W may not enter or cause a projectile to enter premises which are fenced, posted or where the person has been told not to be by the owner of the premises or other authorized person.  The first three violations of this section are civil offenses, the 4th is a Class E crime

Effective September 20, 2007



Enacts 12 M.R.S.A. §10657 

Juvenile Law
Chapter 96 – L.D. 521
An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Juveniles
This law makes some substantive and housekeeping changes to juvenile law.

The substantive changes are as follows:

When a juvenile either being detained or held in nonsecure custody is being transported to or from court or held in a court holding area, they must have sight and sound separation from adults (just as when they are held in jail).
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 15 M.R.S.A. §3203-A (7-B)
Community resolution teams are done away with as a method of informally adjusting juvenile offenses. 
Effective September 20, 2007


Repeals 15 M.R.S.A. §3301 (5-A)
 The crime of criminal restraint by parent is expanded to cover the removal of a 16 or 17 year old from DHHS or DOC custody with the intent to remove the child from the State or secrete where he/she cannot be found.  This is a Class D offense.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 17-A M.R.S.A. §303
The housekeeping changes are as follows:

The word "confinement" is substituted for the word "detention" in many juvenile statutes because the term "detention" should be used only when a juvenile is being held pending court proceedings.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 15 M.R.S.A. §3103, 3312 &  3314
It corrects the cross-references to adult probation revocation provisions.
Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 15 M.R.S.A. §3314 (2)
Chapter 196 – L.D. 363
An Act To Improve Juvenile Justice
Conditions of release imposed by a juvenile community corrections officer terminate when the juvenile commences an informal adjustment, the DA decides that no petition will be filed or when the court enters a final disposition on the case. This is a clarification of current law.
Effective September 20, 2007



Amends 15 M.R.S.A. §3306-A 

The public may attend a proceeding on a juvenile petition where the juvenile has one prior conviction for what would be a Class D offense if the juvenile were an adult. This is a clarification of current law.

Effective September 20, 2007



Amends 15 M.R.S.A. §3307 (2)(A) 

The court may use contempt powers to enforce the disposition of a juvenile case.

Effective September 20, 2007



Enacts 15 M.R.S.A. §3314 (7) 

Chapter  277 – L.D. 709
An Act To Amend the Accord and Satisfaction Laws To Add Juveniles

Juvenile crimes are now eligible for accord and satisfaction.  To be eligible, the crime must be “an assault or other Class D or E crime” and the juvenile must have no prior juvenile convictions or accord and satisfactions.

Effective September 20, 2007



Amends 15 M.R.S.A. §891 

Animal Control
Chapter 35 – L.D. 312
An Act To Allow Plantations to Enact Animal Control Ordinances
Plantations can enact an animal control ordinance.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 30-A  M.R.S.A. §7051 (11) 

Chapter 118 – L.D. 1253
An Act To Require Veterinarians To Notify the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources of Rabies Vaccinations of Dogs
Vets must inform the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources of dogs who are vaccinated against rabies and at least four times a year the department must notify the municipality where the owner of the dog resides of vaccinations.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 7 M.R.S.A. §3916 (2-A) 

Chapter 133 – L.D. 1293
An Act To Enhance Protection Against Rabies in Wolf Hybrids
Wolf hybrids are added to the statutes which municipal ACO’s use to quarantine, transport and kill domesticated animals which have bitten someone and are suspected of having rabies.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 22 M.R.S.A. §1313  

Chapter 139 – L.D. 584
An Act Concerning Animal Control Officers as Reporters of Abuse
ACO’s may report (but it is not mandatory) to DHHS if they have reasonable cause to believe that a child, incapacitated or dependent person is the victim of abuse, neglect or exploitation.
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 22 M.R.S.A. §3477 (1-A) & 4011-A (1-A)  

Chapter 140 – L.D. 583
An Act To Permit Medical and Social Service Professionals To Report Animal Cruelty
Individuals and organizations who are mandatory reporters of child and dependent person abuse may (but do not have to) report to the local ACO or to the animal welfare program, situations where there is reasonable suspicion of animal cruelty, abuse or neglect.  They can only release such information as the animal’s location, status and the name of the owner.  There is immunity for releasing the confidential information as long as the disclosure is limited and made in good faith.  
Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 22 M.R.S.A. §3477 (5)
Enacts 22 M.R.S.A. §4011-A (6)  

Enacts 34-B M.R.S.A. §1901  

Chapter 170 – L.D. 380
An Act To protect the Public from Dangerous Dogs
The legislature will no longer allow the court to determine the standards for confinement of a dangerous dog.  The legislature now requires that a “secure enclosure” have a fence of at least 6 feet in height, be locked and have means to prevent escape from top, bottom and sides.

Effective 25, 2007



Amends 7 M.R.S.A. §3952 (1)  

The court can order that the keeper of a dangerous dog provide the ACO with pictures and descriptive information on the dog and require that an identifying computer chip be placed in the dog.  

Effective May 25, 2007



Enacts 7 M.R.S.A. §3952 (1-A)  

The court can ban the keeper of a dangerous dog from possessing dogs and the ban can be permanent.  

Effective May 25, 2007



Amends 7 M.R.S.A. §3952 (7)  

A dangerous dog which has been ordered confined may not leave the enclosure unless necessary to obtain veterinary care or comply with an order of the court and the dog is muzzled and on a leash of no more than 3 feet.  

Effective May 25, 2007



Enacts 7 M.R.S.A. §3952 (8)  

Chapter 244 – L.D. 1296
An Act To Amend Certain Harness Racing Laws
It is a Class C crime to interfere with a harness racing horse through the use of drugs or an appliance.  It is also a Class C crime to prearrange the results of a harness race.

Effective June 7, 2007



Repeals and Replaces 8 M.R.S.A. §280  

Miscellaneous

Chapter 29 – L.D. 134
An Act to Establish May 25th as Missing Persons Day
May 25th is established as Missing Persons Day.  Pursuant to the law, the Governor shall “urge and invite” law enforcement agencies to observe this day through appropriate activities.

Effective April 4, 2007



Enacts 1 M.R.S.A. §150 

Chapter 41 – L.D. 466
An Act To Provide County Commissioners With An Enforcement Mechanism with Regard to Parking Ordinances
County commissioners can appoint a sheriff’s deputy who is certified by the MCJA in court procedures to represent the county in District Court to prosecute parking violations.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 30-A  M.R.S.A. §121 (4) 

Chapter 56 – L.D. 754
An Act To Allow Physician Assistants to Sign Death Certificates
Physician assistants now join doctors and nurse practitioners as people who can sign death certificates.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 22  M.R.S.A. §2842 (2) 

Chapter 81 – L.D. 362
An Act To Effect the Seizure and Disposal of Contraband Fireworks
All illegal fireworks may be seized by a law enforcement officer and are forfeited to the State.  The Commissioner of Public Safety may dispose of them through auction, destruction or use for training purposes.
Effective May 8, 2007



Enacts 8 M.R.S.A. §237 

Chapter 108 – L.D. 1428
An Act To Facilitate The Reporting by Maine Financial Institutions of Elder Financial Exploitation
A financial institution may report to DHHS and disclose financial records when they have reasonable cause to believe that an incapacitated or dependent adult is or has been at substantial risk of abuse, neglect or exploitation.  The financial institution is immune from civil or criminal liability for any reports made to DHHS as long as they are made in good faith.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 9-B M.R.S.A. §162 (5) 

Enacts 9-B M.R.S.A. §164 (3)
Chapter 180 – L.D. 859
An Act To Restrict the Smoking Exemption for Tobacco Specialty Stores
If not licensed prior to January 1, 2007 for on premises consumption of food or beverage, on premises consumption of food and beverage is prohibited in a tobacco specialty store.  The may be no use of a waterpipe or hookah (devices similar to a bong used for tobacco, not to be confused with a “hooker”) in a tobacco specialty store licensed after January 1, 2007.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 22 M.R.S.A. §1542 (2) (L) 

Chapter 194 – L.D. 1728
An Act To Strengthen the Authority of Concealed Weapons Permits
A concealed weapons permit may not be issued if the applicant is disqualified to possess a firearm under federal law as the result of a criminal conviction.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 15 M.R.S.A. §393 

Chapter 205 – L.D. 892
An Act To Authorize Nonprofit Organizations To Conduct Tournament Games

The Chief of the State Police may license nonprofit organizations who are eligible to conduct beano games and games of chance to conduct tournament games.  75% of the proceeds must go back to the winners of the tournament.  Of the remaining 25%, at least 75% of that money must go to the charitable organization.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 17 M.R.S.A. §333-A

Chapter 241 – L.D. 1629
An Act Regarding Jury Service

Over the course of a person’s life, the person cannot be required to attend court for service as a prospective traverse juror more than three times in total or more than one time in a five year period.  A similar cap is placed on grand jury service.  An additional restriction is that one cannot be called to serve as both a traverse and grand juror in a five year period.  A grand jury cannot serve more than 12 months.

Effective September 20, 2007


Enacts 14 M.R.S.A. §1216

Chapter 253 – L.D. 70
An Act Concerning Reduced Ignition Propensity Cigarettes
Beginning January 1, 2008, only reduced ignition propensity cigarettes may be sold in Maine. Existing inventory can be sold.
Effective January 1, 2008



Enacts 22 M.R.S.A. §1555-E  

Chapter 275 – L.D. 397
An Act To Limit Liability for the Performance of Community Service
The limit of the liability of charitable organizations for damages caused by a juvenile participating in a supervised work or service program or performing community service is expanded to include community service work performed by adults.

Effective September 20, 2007


Amends 14 M.R.S.A. §158-B  
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