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I.   POLICY: 

     It is the intent of this law enforcement agency to provide a

     Certified K-9 team which shall consist of a highly trained 
K-9 and handler whose function may consist of the following:

     Patrol K-9’s and Detection K-9’s (Drug, Accelerant, Cadaver, 
Explosive, Article, Fish & Wildlife, and Tracking Without 
Apprehension). It is also the intent of this policy to

     provide agency members with a general guide of what is

     expected of the K-9 Team, their skills 
and the training 
aids used to train the K-9. 

II.  PURPOSE:
     It is the purpose of this policy to provide guidelines and       directives for the management and deployment of the law          enforcement agency K-9(s) in field operations, as well

     as a general understanding of what is expected of the K-9
     team.  This policy includes: training, reporting,

     training aids and controlled substances used for training, 
assistance rendered to other agencies, care and up keep of 
the K-9, and the proper reporting of any K-9 use.

     Because of superior senses and other abilities, the trained      K-9’s can be a valuable and cost effective supplement to law      enforcement resources.  Utilization of K-9 teams require 
adherence to procedures that properly control their

     potential use of force and that channel their specialized        capabilities into legally acceptable crime prevention and        control activities.  

     A certified K-9 team is most generally capable of performing 
some or all of the following tasks:

     1. 
Track or trail a suspect or lost or missing person over          
a diverse variety of surfaces and under adverse     

        
conditions.

     2. 
Locate a person hiding in a building attempting to 


avoid capture.     

3. 
Locate evidence at or near a crime scene.

     4. 
Protect the handler, another officer or civilian.
     5. 
Apprehend a suspect.
     6. 
Detect controlled substances.

     7. 
Enhance the public perception of the law enforcement 


K-9 and law enforcement in general.

III.
DEFINITIONS: 

A. 
Accelerant K-9 Detector Team:  A K-9 Team consisting of 

a certified law enforcement officer and a K-9 that has 

successfully completed a minimum of 200 hours of basic 

Accelerant Detector K-9 Training and an approved 



accelerant field competency test, as outlined in the 


MCJA Board Specification S-23A.  
B. Cadaver K-9 Detector Team:  A K-9 Team consisting of a certified law enforcement officer and a K-9 that has successfully completed a minimum of 200 hours of basic Cadaver Detector K-9 Training and an approved cadaver field competency test, as outlined in the MCJA Board Specification S-23A.
C. Chief Law Enforcement Officer (CLEO):  Means the chief executive officer of a law enforcement agency commonly referred to as a Chief of Sheriff.  As used in this policy CLEO shall also have the same meaning as “and/or his or her designee.”

D. Controlled Substances:  Scheduled Drugs, Explosives and Accelerants used in K-9 training.


E.
Drug K-9 Detector Team:  A K-9 Team consisting of a 


certified law enforcement officer and a K-9 that has 


successfully completed a minimum of 320 hours of basic 

Drug Detector K-9 Training and an approved drug field 


competency test, as outlined in the MCJA Board 



Specification S-23A. 

F.
Explosive K-9 Detector Team:  A K-9 Team consisting of 

a certified law enforcement officer and a K-9 that has 

successfully completed a minimum of 320 hours of basic 

Explosive Detector K-9 Training and an approved 



explosive field competency test, as outlined in the 


MCJA Board Specification S-23A.


G.
Fish and Wildlife Detector K-9 Team:  A K-9 Team 



consisting of a certified law enforcement officer and a 

K-9 that has successfully completed a minimum of 200 


hours of basic Fish and Wildlife Detector K-9 Training 

and an approved fish and wildlife field competency 


test, as outlined in the
MCJA Board Specification     


S-23A.

H.
Patrol K-9 Team:  A K-9 Team consisting of a certified 

law enforcement officer and a K-9 that has successfully 

completed a minimum of 430 hours of Patrol K-9 Training 

and an approved patrol field competency test, as 



outlined in the MCJA Board Specification S-23.


I.
Training Aids:  Leashes, collars, throw toys, kennels 


or other devises used to train K-9’s.  This also 



includes but is not limited to controlled substances 


and other odors required for K-9 training 




certification.

J.
Tracking Without Apprehension Detector K-9 Team:  A K-9 

Team consisting of a certified law enforcement officer 

and a K-9 that has successfully completed a minimum of 

200 hours of basic Tracking Without Apprehension 



Detector K-9 Training and an approved tracking without 

apprehension wildlife field competency test, as 



outlined in the MCJA Board Specification S-23A.
IV.  ADMINISTRATION OF K-9 TEAM:
     The K-9 team will be under the command of the Chief Law          Enforcement Officer (CLEO). 

A. 
The K-9 shall be owned by the agency.  The agency shall 

have in place a liability policy covering the K-9 team.  

The CLEO should a purchase agreement.  (An example is 


attached at the end of this policy).
B. 
All training equipment, food and veterinary expenses 
necessary to maintain the K-9 and its’ certification 
shall be approved in advance and is the responsibility 
of the agency.


C. 
The CLEO should enter into a written agreement with 


the K-9 handler, outlining the K-9 handler’s 



responsibility and guidelines.  The CLEO should utilize 

a contract for K-9 Handlers. (An example is attached at 

the end of this policy).

D.
The CLEO at his discretion can retire the K-9.

E. 
The CLEO at his discretion can transfer the ownership 
of the K-9 back to the officer or another person, upon 
the retirement of the K-9.   

V.  
DUTIES OF THE K-9 HANDLER:
     A. 
The K-9 handler will perform their regularly assigned            duties as a law enforcement officer and in addition 


will perform the following duties:

        
1. 
Provide K-9 services as stated in the Purpose 



section of this policy.

        
2. 
Secure advance authorization from the on-duty 



or the on‑call supervisor prior to responding to a 


request out of town.


   
3. 
Insure the K-9 is properly trained, well groomed 



and in good physical condition.

        
4. 
Engage in training that shall include at a minimum 


the initial and in-service mandates of what is 



required by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy of 


the K-9 Patrol Teams and the K-9 Detector Teams.


5. 
The law enforcement agency K-9 team shall be used 


for law enforcement purposes.

     B. 
Requests for K-9 assistance will be forwarded to the             on‑duty or on‑call supervisor for authorization.

     C. 
Individual K-9 reports, record keeping, and expenses 


will be determined by a written policy as identified by 

the CLEO, unless a State mandated form is required and 

includes the following:

1. Incident reports are to be completed by the K-9      
handler when the K-9 is utilized, whether 
detection or apprehension is made or not.  This 
shall be forwarded to the CLEO, as soon as 
practicable after the incident.

        
2. 
Each K-9 handler is responsible for keeping, 



using, and maintaining a training log of all K-9 



training.  Any certificates received are to be 



photocopied and turned into the CLEO and put in 



the K-9 handler’s personnel file.

        
3. 
Each K-9 handler shall complete all required 



initial and annual certification reports and 



present them to the CLEO at the end of the 




calendar year. (See attached MCJA K-9 In-Service 



Training Record form). 

D.
Whenever any person is transported in a vehicle with a 

K-9, the K-9 handler will take steps to insure 



the safety of that person.            

VI. 
PATROL K-9 Teams: (Optional)
A. 
The Patrol K-9 Team shall be certified by the Maine 
Criminal Justice Academy prior to being deployed.

B. 
Building Searches: In the event a K-9 team is 
requested for a building search the following 
procedures shall be encouraged and conducted in the 
following manner:

1. 
The K-9 shall be deployed as trained.
2. 
When possible, the building perimeter shall be      secured by law enforcement personnel.

3. 
When possible, the buildings owner or manager 

should be contacted to determine whether there may 
be tenants or others in the building and to 


ascertain the buildings layout.

4. 
When possible, evacuate all tenants, workers or     others from the building.

        
5. 
The K-9 handler shall make a warning announcement 


before releasing the K-9.  It is advised this 



warning should following guidelines set out in the 


training for the K-9 team.  A recommended warning 


phrase is "This is the (agency name) K-9 Unit.  We 


are here to search the building.  Make yourself 



known and come out or I will send the dog.  The 



dog will bite.”  



Wait a few seconds and listen, then repeat the 



warning at least one more time.  If the person 



does not come out, then release the dog.  




Note #1:  This warning should be repeated on each 


floor of the building or a large separate area of 


the building.  




Note #2:  A verbal warning may not be needed if 



stealth is necessary or critical for the safety of 


the officer. 

     
6. 
The K-9 handler will protect themselves at all 



times and every effort shall be made to allow the 


K-9 to work alone and unleashed unless there is 



imminent risk of injury to innocent persons within 


the building.


C.
Criminal Apprehension:  In the event a K-9 is used to 


physically apprehend someone or to protect a law 



enforcement officer or civilian against the use of 


physical force, the K-9 handler shall keep in mind that 

the rules involving the use of force shall always apply 

and the force used shall be limited to the degree 


necessary to accomplish the mission
.  In all instances 

where a K-9 is deployed in a tactical situation the 


following guidelines shall apply:

        
1. 
Whenever a K-9 handler makes the decision to send 


the K-9 to apprehend or subdue a suspect, the K-9 


handler shall realize that they shall be held to 



the same standards as any law enforcement officer 


who decides to use force.

        
2. 
When possible, it is recommended that the K-9 



handler use a warning announcement before sending 


the K-9.  



3. 
Each K-9 handler shall cause his/her K-9 to 




disengage immediately upon recognizing that the 



suspect has surrendered and readily complies with 


the officers’ directions and the suspect is no 



longer a threat, or when sufficient law 




enforcement personnel are available to safely take 


the suspect into custody.




4. 
Whenever a K-9 makes an actual or alleged 




offensive contact with any person the following 



guidelines shall apply:



a. 
Examine the affected area to determine the 




seriousness of the injury.

         

b. 
The injured person shall be taken to a 





medical facility and if the person refuses 




medical attention, a written waiver should be 



obtained from the injured person.  If he 




refuses to sign the waiver, the K-9 handler 




shall have a witness sign the form.

        

c. 
When the K-9 makes an apprehension or causes 



any other injury or property damage, the 




on‑duty supervisor and/or on‑call supervisor 



shall be notified as soon as reasonably 




practicable.

        

d. 
Photographs of the injury or damage and 




written documentation from medical personnel 



or other witnesses should be obtained as soon 



as possible.  Photographs should also be 




taken even if no injuries are readily 





visible.
        

e. 
The handler of the K-9 causing the injury or 



damage shall forward all copies of the report 



which outline the K-9 bite incident, through 



the chain of command to the CLEO, as soon as                 
reasonably practicable.




f.  
The K-9 handler shall obtain statements from 



witnesses, including witnesses who advise 




they did not see or hear anything.


D. 
Crowd Control: K-9 teams may be used for crowd control 

upon the expressed approval of the CLEO to protect life 

or property during a riot or other civil disturbance 


that cannot be controlled by other means.  In these 


situations:


1.
The K-9 shall be short leased at all times unless 


no other means are available to protect an 




individual(s) from serious injury.

       
2. 
The K-9 handler shall not initiate the use of the 


K-9 to any apprehension, unless to guard against 



imminent loss of life or serious bodily injury.


E. 
Apprehension of Suspects:              

     
1.
K-9’s will not be used to apprehend a suspect, 



unless the suspects actions warrant such use 



and/or the apprehension of the suspect by a law 



enforcement officer puts that law enforcement 



officer at substantial risk of injury.  This only 


includes certified Patrol K-9’s.

     
2.
Whenever possible, a warning announcement will be 


given before the K-9 is utilized in an aggressive 


mode.

VII. DRUG DETECTION K-9 TEAMS: (Optional) 

   
The use of K-9’s in a drug detection capacity is authorized      in the following situations and under the following              conditions:

     A. 
The Drug Detection K-9 Team shall be certified by 


the Maine Criminal Justice Academy prior to being 


deployed.


B. 
The K-9 handler shall maintain records of the training, 

certification and proficiency of the K-9’s used           

in the drug detection capacity.

     C. 
Random exploratory sniffing of luggage, packages or              other inanimate objects may be conducted in public               facilities such as airports, train stations, bus 



stations if approved by the CLEO.
        
1. 
Exploratory sniffing in these facilities shall be                confined solely to those areas open to the public                and, whenever possible with the advance knowledge 


and consent of the facility operators.

        
2. 
K-9 officers may detain specific luggage or other 


items for purposes of requesting a K-9 sniff, if 



reasonable suspicion exists. 

        
3. 
When a Drug Detector K-9 alerts to luggage or 



related items, in this or other circumstances, a 



warrant or consent to search must be obtained 



before it is opened unless exigent circumstances 



exist to conduct an on-site search.

     D.
Drug Detector K-9’s may be used to sniff motor vehicles 

during a lawful stop under the following circumstances:

        
1. 
The operator may not be detained longer than 



necessary to conclude the business associated 



with the initial stop.

2.
The operator may be detained longer based on if 


reasonable suspicion exists to detain the operator. 

3.
A certified Drug Detector K-9 sniffing outside a 


motor vehicle is a “free-air” sniff and not a 


search under the 4th Amendment of the United 



States Constitution.
     E. 
Scheduled Drugs Use by the K-9 Drug Detector Team: 



1.
All Federal and State laws as they relate to the

        

procurement, use, security, and disposal of 




scheduled drugs will be followed.  The procurement 


of drugs to be used for training purposes shall be 


authorized by the CLEO after the appropriate 



paperwork from the Federal Drug Enforcement Agency 


is completed and authorized.



2.
All Policy Orders and Rules and Regulations, as 



they relate to the procurement, use, security, and 


disposal of scheduled drugs will be followed.  

          3. 
Scheduled drugs for K-9 training shall be obtained 


by a certified MCJA K-9 Handler and/or certified 



MCJA K-9 Trainer for use during training.

        
4.
Security provisions for scheduled drugs are as 



follows:

        

a.
As K-9 Drug Detector Teams need scheduled 




drugs for training, the K-9 handler and/or 




the K-9 trainer will be issued a specific 




amount of scheduled drugs.  

        

b.
Only designated custodians are allowed access 



to scheduled drugs for training purposes.

        

c.
The CLEO and the K-9 handler and/or the K-9 




trainer will determine the amount of 





scheduled drugs each K-9 handler will need 




for training.

        

d.
The K-9 handler and/or K-9 trainer
shall  




secure all scheduled drugs when in possession 



which are used for training. 

        

e.
All scheduled drugs will be stored at the law                    
enforcement agency when not in use for K-9 




training.  These scheduled drugs will be 




stored in a locked container.
 The K-9 





handler and/or the K-9 trainer and the CLEO 




will have access the locked container.

     
5.
Record keeping for scheduled drugs are as follows:




a.
Detailed records will be maintained 





indicating the issue, turn in, receipt, or 




disposal of all scheduled drugs.




b.   The log will indicate when scheduled drugs 




are issued, the date and time of issue, the 




destination, amount, and the signatures of 




the individuals issuing and receiving the 




controlled substance.




c.
When a controlled substance is returned, the 



date, time, amount, and the signatures of 




individuals returning and receiving the 




controlled substance will be recorded.

        

d.  
It is recommended that all scheduled drugs 




issued for training should be returned 





within one (1) year for disposal by the
CLEO.

        

e.
Even though minor weight loss can be expected 



from small particles adhering to containers 




or leakage from containers damaged by dogs, 




any discrepancy in the inventory shall be 




noted and reported to the CLEO.

        

f. 
All custodians of scheduled drugs issued for 



K-9 training will store the scheduled drugs 




in a secure location.  

        

g.
All logs and receipts will be maintained by 




the CLEO and K-9 handler for a period of 




three (3) years after the disposal of any 




scheduled drug.

VIII. ACCELERANT DETECTION K-9 TEAMS: (Optional) 

   
The use of K-9’s in an accelerant detection capacity is 
authorized in the following situations and under the 
following conditions:

     A. 
The Accelerant Detection K-9 Team shall be certified by 

the 
Maine Criminal Justice Academy prior to being 


deployed.

B.
The K-9 handler shall maintain records of the training, 
certification and proficiency of the K-9’s used           
in the accelerant detection capacity.


C.
All training aids used for accelerant detection K-9


training shall be obtained, used and stored under the 


guidelines set by the CLEO.
IX. 
CADAVER SCENT DETECTION K-9 TEAMS: (Optional) 

   
The use of K-9’s in a cadaver scent detection capacity is 
authorized in the following situations and under the 
following conditions:

     A. 
The Cadaver Scent Detection K-9 Team shall be certified 

by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy prior to being 


deployed.


B. 
The K-9 handler shall maintain records of the training, 

certification and proficiency of the K-9’s used           

in the cadaver scent detection capacity.


C.  
All training aids used for cadaver detection training 


K-9 shall be obtained, used and stored under the 



guidelines set by the CLEO.
X. 
EXPLOSIVE DETECTION K-9 TEAMS: (Optional) 

   
The use of K-9’s in an explosive detection capacity is 
authorized in the following situations and under the 
following conditions:

     A. 
The Explosive Detection K-9 Team shall be certified 


by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy prior to being 


deployed.


B. 
The K-9 handler shall maintain records of the training, 

certification and proficiency of the K-9’s used           

in the explosive detection capacity.



C.
All training aids used for explosive detection K-9 


training shall be obtained, used and stored under the 


guidelines set by the CLEO.

D.
The K-9 handler and K-9 trainer shall have in their 


possession a letter from the State Fire Marshal 



authorizing the use and possession of explosives in the 

necessary quantities needed for training.  This letter 

is required each year.  

XI. 
ARTICLE DETECTION K-9 TEAMS: (Optional) 

   
The use of K-9’s in an article detection capacity is 
authorized in the following situations and under the 
following conditions:

     A. 
The Article Detection K-9 Team shall be certified 


by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy prior to being 


deployed.


B. 
The K-9 handler shall maintain records of the training, 

certification and proficiency of the K-9’s used           

in the article detection capacity.


C.
All training aids used for article detection K-9 



training shall be obtained, used and stored under the 


guidelines set by the CLEO.
XII. FISH & WILDLIFE DETECTION K-9 TEAMS: (Optional) 

   
The use of K-9’s in a fish and wildlife detection capacity 
is authorized in the following situations and under the 
following conditions:

     A. 
The Fish & Wildlife K-9 Detection Team shall be 



certified
by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy prior 


to being deployed.


B. 
The K-9 handler shall maintain records of the training, 

certification and proficiency of the K-9’s used           

in the fish & wildlife detection capacity.


C.
All training aids used for fish & wildlife detection  


K-9 training shall be obtained, used and stored under 


the guidelines set by the CLEO.
XIII. TRACKING (Without Apprehension) DETECTION K-9 TEAMS: (Optional) 

   
The use of K-9’s in a tracking (without apprehension) 
detection capacity is authorized in the following situations 
and under the following conditions:

     A. 
The Tracking (Without Apprehension) Detection K-9 Team 

shall be certified by the Maine Criminal Justice 



Academy prior to being deployed.


B. 
The K-9 handler shall maintain records of the training, 

certification and proficiency of the K-9’s used           

in the cadaver scent detection capacity.


C.
All training aids used for tracking (without 



apprehension) detection K-9 training shall be obtained, 

used and stored under the guidelines set by the CLEO.
Maine Criminal Justice Academy 

Specification S-23 and S-23A – Advisory 
     The Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees adopted Specification S-23 for Patrol K-9 Team Certification, and Specification S-23A for Detector K-9 Team Certification on 1/1/2005.  The Board created a K-9 Advisory Group made up of 5 certified K-9 Handlers and/or K-9 Trainers as content expert advisors.  These 5 positions represent one State Police Trooper, one County Deputy, one Municipal Officer, one Game Warden and one Dept. of Corrections LE Officer.  This K-9 Advisory Group also trained with either the USPCA or NESPAC training philosophy.  The MCJA Board took the recommendations of this K-9 Advisory Group of using the USPCA and the NESPAC standards for Patrol K-9and Drug K-9 training, Dr. Ed David for the Cadaver K-9 training, the NFA for Accelerant K-9 Training, the TSA for Explosive K-9 Training and the National Bloodhound Assoc. of the Tracking without Apprehension K-9 Training.  This Maine Chiefs Model Policy covers all these groups when it recommends that the K-9 Teams should meet MCJA Specifications.      



MAINE CHIEFS OF POLICE ASSOCIATION - ADVISORY

PRIVATE 

     This Maine Chiefs of Police Association model policy is provided to assist your agency in the development of your own policies.  All policies mandated by statute contained herein meet the standards as prescribed by the Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy.  The Chief Law Enforcement Officer is highly encouraged to use and/or modify this model policy in whatever way it would best accomplish the individual mission of the agency.  

DISCLAIMERPRIVATE 

     This model policy should not be construed as a creation of a higher legal standard of safety or care in an evidentiary sense with respect to third party claims.  Violations of this policy will only form the basis for administrative sanctions by the individual law enforcement agency and/or the Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy.  This policy does not hold the Maine Chiefs of Police Association, its employees or its members liable for any third party claims and is not intended for use in any civil actions.

Model Contract for K-9 Handler


at


Law Enforcement Agency
     I _____________________ do accept the following conditions 

       (Name of K-9 Handler)

for compensation and conditions while being a certified Maine 

Criminal Justice Academy K-9 Handler for __________________.
agency

1.
Maintain the certification of the K-9.

    
2. 
Normal pay per Union contract or agency agreement.

     3.  
The K-9 Handler will be compensated per the guidelines 

outlined in the K-9 Fair Labor Standards Act, except 


when the K-9 is housed in an approved kennel.  In that 

case, the agency is responsible for the kennel costs 


and the officer is not eligible for compensation. 
     4. 
All dog food per calendar year.

     5. 
All needed vaccinations for the K-9.

     6. 
All needed veterinary expenses.

7. 
K-9 equipment such as: leashes, tennis balls, collars,

          and other equipment as necessary with approval of the

          Chief Law Enforcement Officer (CLEO).

8. 
The canine handler will receive mileage compensation 


when using their own vehicle at the agreed upon rate 


for the Town/County/City, if approved by the 



CLEO.

9. 
Professional liability insurance for the K-9
          (Category A employee).

K-9 Handler:________________________________  Date:______________

                            (Signature)

Chief LE Officer:___________________________  Date:______________

                            (Signature)

Town/City/County Manager:____________________ Date:______________

                            (Signature)

Model Purchase Agreement
     I OFFICER XXXXXX do agree to sell to the Town/City/County a (type of K-9) named (K-9’s name) for the price of $1.00.  This will be for the law enforcement agency K-9 program.  The ownership papers shall be made available for review to determine the K-9 ownership.  This may also include the American Kennel Club (AKC) registration papers.  

Seller:___________________________       Date:___________________

              (Signature)

Purchaser: Town/City/County Manager      Date:___________________

Authorized Purchaser's Signature:________________________________

Witness___________________________       Date:___________________

              (Signature)
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I certify that the above training is true and accurate, and is in accordance with Maine Criminal Justice

Academy Specifications S-23 and S-23-A concerning requirements for K-9 Team recertification.

__________________________________________________

              Chief Administrator of Department or Designee

The above named K-9 Team participated in Field Trials on _________________________________________

The K-9 Team was found to be proficient in the following areas: Patrol - Drugs - Tracking - Accelerants

Cadaver Scent - Fish & Wildlife - Article - Explosives  (circle appropriate items)

__________________________________________________

                                  MCJA Certified Trainer


� Graham v. Connor, 490 U.S. 386
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