[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, September 12, 2016
(Unanimously Approved on Monday, October 3, 2016) 

Chair Dan Brooks called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:02 a.m. in the Samuel du Champlain Conference Room, Department of Public Safety, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta. Fire Commission members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Stephen Bunker, Senator Scott Cyrway, James Graves, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, Chief Joseph Guyotte, Chief Thomas Higgins, Representative Michel Lajoie, Harty Norris, Charles Soltan, Representative Timothy Theriault, Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow, Chief Larry Willis (RET) and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Bruce Fitzgerald, Representative Lori Fowle, Gerry Gay, Senator Stan Gerzofsky, Matt Gomes, Vicki Schmidt and Shaun St. Germaine.  The Fire Commission welcomed the following guests to the meeting- Alex McPhedran, former Fire Commission member; Jeffrey Cammack, Executive Director of the Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association; Peter Rines, Maine Fire Service Institute; and Liberty Fire Chief William Gillespie.

A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Representative Michel Lajoie, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accepts the August 1, 2016 meeting minutes as written. The motion passed unanimously.

Committee Reports
	The 2017 Spring Joint Conference Committee reported plans are moving ahead for the conference scheduled for March 29-31st at Sunday River Grand Summit Resort and Conference Center in Newry. Retired Fire Chief Alan Brunacini of the Phoenix (Arizona) Fire Department will be the conference keynote speaker. Chief Brunacini is an author/coauthor of nine books and is well-known for his expertise, particularly on procedures used for approaching or diminishing hazardous situations. 
	The Best Practices Committee submitted a Best Practices nomination to Fire commission members. Fire Commission members also received a Best Practices nomination at the August meeting. Members had a lengthy discussion regarding the history of the Best Practices award, criteria and the nomination process, recognition and presentation. Members agreed that further review of the process was needed and directed staff to provide additional information at the next meeting.
A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Chief Joseph Guyotte, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accepts the nomination of the Corinth Fire Department for a Best Practices award. The motion was tabled until further review of the Fire Commission’s Best Practices award process.

The Municipal Volunteer Needs Committee reported that they will meet directly after the Fire Commission meeting. The MVN Committee plans to meet with Maine Municipal Association representatives to discuss their mutual concerns. A date has not yet been decided.
The Training and Education Strategy Committee presented a summary of their work and proposed future plans to Fire Commission members. The plans included an overall concept that supports regional training sites and would provide incentives for communities to work together. The grant process would be modified, making it more competitive, with potential oversight by the Fire Commission.  The ETS Committee distributed a draft of their final report and proposed distributing a short survey to Maine fire chiefs, requesting information on their individual training facility needs. This new data, along with past data, would be included in the Final Report. Fire Commission members questioned ETS Committee members about their proposals- including the grant process, survey questions, engineering studies and possibility of industry sponsorships for the training facility sites. 

A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Chief Larry Willis (RET), that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission directs the Education and Training Strategy Committee to draft a survey regarding Maine’s training facility needs and present said survey at the October Fire Commission meeting for approval. The motion passed unanimously.


Old Business
	The 2017 Maine Fire Service Day at the State House is scheduled for Wednesday, February 8th in the Hall of Flags. Fire Commission members plan to set up informational tables and displays. Other events planned for the Legislative session include the annual Legislative Breakfast at the Senator Inn. The breakfast is scheduled for Thursday, February 2nd.
	
New Business and News from Members
	The Sprinkler Coalition reported on their activities this last month which included several demonstrations of set fires and how sprinklers can reduce fire damage and save lives. A live audience demonstration at the Maine Fire Service Institute in Brunswick is scheduled for Thursday, October 13 at 11am. The Sprinkler Coalition continues to promote fire safety and mentioned particular concern for fire safety of Maine’s elderly citizens, citing statistics that show 67% of fire fatalities in Maine involve the elderly (65 years and older). 
	The Maine Municipal Association’s Fall Conference is scheduled for October 5th and 6th at the Cross Insurance Center in Bangor. One of the events specifically planned for emergency responders is the “active shooter” scenario. The featured speaker will address the importance of planning, preparing and funding the emergency response priorities by community leaders. This session is scheduled for Thursday, October 6th at 1pm.

	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Brooks adjourned the meeting at 11:00am.

	Respectfully submitted,


Susan M. Pinette
Staff







MEETING SCHEDULE

	
Monday, October 3rd 		MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, November 7th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, December 5th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, January 9th 		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Thursday, February 2nd	Legislative Breakfast		Senator Inn		TBD

Monday, February 6th		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Wednesday, February 8th	Fire Service Day		Hall of Flags		8-12noon


Dates of Interest-
October 5 and 6              MMA Fall Conference, Bangor Civic Center
March 29, 30 and 31      2017 Joint Conference, Sunday River

To Be Scheduled-
  Report to the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee- January 2017?


OCTOBER 9th through 15th - FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
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