[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, June 9, 2014
(Unanimously Approved as Amended on August 4, 2014)

Chair Kevin Guimond called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 10:03am in the Champlain Conference Room, Maine Department of Public Safety Building, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine. Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Chief Dan Brooks, Stephan Bunker, Steven Greeley, William Guindon, Representative Michel Lajoie, Geoffrey Maker, Alex McPhedran, Harty Norris, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Representative Wayne Werts and Susan Pinette (staff). Members absent were Jay Bradshaw, Senator David Burns, Representative Dean Cray, Senator David Dutremble, Bruce Fitzgerald, Gerry Gay, Ron Green, Alan Hammond, and Chief Joseph Thomas. William Vickerson, Counsel for the Maine State Federation of Fire Fighters, attended as guest of the Fire Commission.

A motion by Bill Guindon, seconded by Alex McPhedran, to accept the meeting minutes of May 5, 2014 as written. The motion passed unanimously.

Committee Reports
	The 2015 Joint Spring Conference Committee reported they are in negotiations with Sunday River to sign a two-year contract to continue holding the 2015 Spring Conference at the Grand Summit Convention Center. Although the final dates for the 2015 Spring Conference have not definitely been decided, the Committee is actively seeking speakers.
	The Best Practices Award Committee reported no new submissions for the Fire Commission’s Best Practices Award. The Committee encouraged members to forward worthy candidates for recognition to the Committee.


Old Business
Fire Commission members discussed ways to increase communication with other emergency first responders, government officials and the public. Members agreed the website needed to be updated. Staff will work with the State Fire Marshal’s Office and report back to Fire Commission members at the August meeting.
New Business
	Fire Commission members discussed plans, strategies and potential topics to concentrate their efforts in the upcoming 127th Legislature. The discussion included identifying subjects of focus and determining their importance to Maine’s fire service. Members suggested attending municipal and county meetings this summer and fall, as well as future conferences, to hear the concerns and priorities from Fire Chiefs, firefighters and other emergency responders around the State. Members agreed to devote the majority of the August meeting to focusing on their plans for the 127th Legislative Session.
Members also agreed to discuss submitting LOSAP (length of service award program) legislation in the 127th Legislature. During the 126th Legislature, LD 1154 “An Act To Establish the Maine Length of Service Award Program” sponsored by Representative Joyce Maker of Calais, passed the Maine House of Representatives and the Maine Senate but was vetoed by the Governor at the end of the session. The veto was not overridden. Members cited the defeat was due to misinformation regarding the proposed program and agreed to minimize the concerns of legislators and public officials in their renewed efforts. Members agreed they needed to stress that LOASP legislation is an important retention tool for the fire service and Maine communities. 
Fire Commission members also suggested additional topics for discussion. Those topics included code changes for solar panels, sprinklers, BLS reporting, adequate funding for the SFMO, Maine Fire Service Institute training and fire protocols. Members agreed to discuss these topics and others in more detail at the August meeting. Plans for outreach this fall will also be added to the August agenda. 


With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Guimond adjourned the meeting at 11:45pm.

Respectfully submitted,


Susan M. Pinette



MEETING SCHEDULE



Monday, August 4th		MEETING		DPS			10:00am

Monday, September 8th	MEETING		DPS			10:00am

Monday, October 6th		MEETING		DPS			10:00am

Monday, November 3rd	MEETING		DPS			10:00am

Monday, December 1st		MEETING		DPS			10:00am	

Monday, January 5/12	MEETING ***		State House		10:00am

Monday, February 2nd		MEETING ***		State House		10:00am

	


*** Tentative date-may be changed to accommodate Maine Emergency Responder Day at the State House
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