[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, June 6, 2016
(Unanimously Approved on Monday, August 1, 2016) 

Chair Dan Brooks called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:04 a.m. in Florian Hall, Department of Public Safety Building, Augusta. Fire Commission members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Stephen Bunker, Senator Scott Cyrway, Representative Lori Fowle, Matt Gomes, James Graves, Ron Green, Joseph Guyotte, Chief Thomas Higgins, Representative Michel Lajoie, Mike LaPlante (for Steven Greeley), Harty Norris, Charles Soltan, Representative Timothy Theriault, Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow, Chief (RET) Larry Willis and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Bruce Fitzgerald, Gerry Gay, Senator Stan Gerzofsky and Shaun St. Germaine.  Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were Jeffrey Cammack, Executive Director of the Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association; Christopher Beaumont, Chair of the Fire Science Program at Eastern Maine Community College; and Chief William Gillespie, Liberty Fire Department.


A motion by Representative Michel Lajoie, seconded by John Arsenault, to accept the May 2, 2016 meeting minutes as written. The motion passed unanimously.


Committee Reports/ Old Business

	The 2017 Joint Spring Conference Committee met to begin discussing plans for the 2017 Joint Conference. The site of the 2017 Joint Conference will again be at the Sunday River Summit Resort and Conference Center in Newry. Initial discussions of potential speakers and conference programs are underway.
	The Best Practices Committee reported that no new nominations for Best Practices award consideration have been received since April. The Committee continues to encourage Fire Commission members to identify and forward candidates for recognition of their best practices. The Committee also plans to ask the Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association and other fire service organizations to be on their agendas for future meetings. 
	The Municipal Volunteer Needs Committee reported that the date of their first meeting has not yet been determined. The Committee’s initial steps will be to review the eight recommendations in the December 2015 report titled  Working Group to Develop Solutions to Meet the Needs for Municipal Volunteer Personnel (December 2015).
	The Education and Training Strategy Committee announced their first meeting will be on Wednesday, June 8 at the Maine Fire Service Institute, Brunswick campus.

New Business/ News From Members 
	Fire Commission members received an update on the U.S./Russian firefighter exchange program. In January, the first group of firefighters arrived from Archangel, Russia and spent a week touring five southern Maine fire departments. The second group of Russian firefighters will be in Maine for one week in June to observe and learn from their American counterparts. During the January and June tours, the Russian firefighters will observe technical rescues, EMS and marine rescues, local fire and building codes and general day to day operations.
	The Maine Fire Service Institute announced that new fall programs for Fire Instructor I and II have been scheduled for Brunswick and Bucksport. More information is available on MFSI’s website. 
http://www.mfte.org/august-31-2016-deadline-to-apply-to-the-maine-state-fire-officer-i-ii-academy/
	
	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Brooks adjourned the meeting at 9:45 a.m.

	Respectfully submitted,


	Susan M. Pinette
	Staff

	


MEETING SCHEDULE

	

Monday, June 6th		MEETING			DPS			9:00am

NO FIRE COMMISSION MEETING IN JULY                Happy July 4th!!!	
	
Monday, August 1st		MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, September 12th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, October 3rd 	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, November 7th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, December 5th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am	
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