[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, May 2, 2016
(Unanimously Approved on Monday, June 6, 2016) 

Chair John Arsenault called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:10 a.m. in Florian Hall, Department of Public Safety Building, Augusta. Fire Commission members attending today’s meeting included Chief Daniel Brooks, Stephen Bunker, Senator Stan Gerzofsky,  Matt Gomes, James Graves, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, Representative Michel Lajoie, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow, Chief (RET) Larry Willis and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Senator Scott Cyrway, Bruce Fitzgerald, Representative Lori Fowle, Gerry Gay, Chief Joseph Guyotte, Harty Norris, Shaun St. Germaine, and Representative Timothy Theriault. Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were Jeffrey Cammack, Executive Director of the Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association; Peter Rines and Walter Morris, Maine Fire Service Institute; Christopher Beaumont, Chair of the Fire Science Program at Eastern Maine Community College; Chief William Gillespie, Liberty Fire Department; and Alex McPhedran, Readfield Fire Department and former Fire Commission member.

A motion by Charles Soltan, seconded by Representative Michel Lajoie, to accept the March 7, 2016 meeting minutes as written. The motion passed unanimously.

The Fire Commission moved directly to the election of the five officer positions.  At the March meeting, the Elections Committee presented a slate of officers for consideration by the Fire Commission. No further nominations were received and nominations closed. The proposed slate included the following:

Chair- Chief Daniel Brooks
First Vice Chair- Gerry Gay
Second Vice Chair- John Arsenault
Secretary- Ron Green
Treasurer- Chief Michael Thurlow


A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Chief (RET) Larry Willis that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission elect the proposed slate of officers according to the bylaws. The motion passed unanimously.

Chair Brooks assumed the chair’s position and continued the meeting. Congratulations to the newly elected Fire Commission officers!


Committee Reports

	The 2016 Joint Conference Committee reviewed last month’s Joint Conference that took place at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort and Conference Center in Newry on March 23-25th.  Initial reports were positive and members stated that attendance numbers were increased from 2015. Vendor spaces were also sold out. Members will meet shortly to start discussing plans for the 2017 Joint Conference.
	The Best Practices Committee reported no new nominations for Best Practice Award recognition. Fire Commission members agreed to review the status of the present Best Practices Committee and discuss ways to promote and increase interest in the best practices awards within the Fire Commission and Maine’s fire service.
	The Education and Training Strategy Committee (ETS) has begun to organize and will meet in June to start building on the goals of the Fire Summit. Chief Thurlow was appointed as Chair and members include John Arsenault, Jim Graves and Vicki Schmidt. Additional ETS Committee members will include representatives from the Community Colleges.


Old Business

	Fire Commission members reviewed the Bills of Interest (Final Update) list from the 127th Legislative session. Several bills on the list, including LDs 37, 164, 500, 623, 1256, 1465, 1476, 1626 and 1683, all passed during the 127th. 

	
New Business and News From Members

Staff prepared two documents for discussion- an updated Fire Commission Committee Roster and a summary of the Fire Commission’s committee structure -that were distributed prior to the meeting. The Committee roster will also be available on the Fire Commission’s web site. Fire Commission members reviewed both documents and made comments and suggestions. Chair Brooks appointed new Chairs to the Education and Training Strategy Committee (Mike Thurlow) and the Municipal Volunteer Needs Committee (Mike Lajoie). Other members agreed to serve on the various Fire Commission committees and the roster list will be updated. 
Fire Commission members received a packet of materials from the Maine Fire Service Institute. Included was a list of the 2016 Maine Fire Service Institute Facilities Grant Requests and Awards and the reports on the site inspections conducted by the MFSI Advisory Board subcommittee. Seven local live fire facilities were identified for eligibility for the grants.  A total of $200, 000 was awarded and payment is received upon completion of the project. Fire Commission members discussed the crucial needs for firefighter training and to continue the discussion for funding of a statewide all hazard facility in combination with the regional facilities. 
Fire Commission members reviewed the proposed meeting schedule and agreed that the Fire Commission will not meet in July. Committees may choose to meet in July.  Fire Commission members also learned that Florian Hall will no longer be available after the June meeting, so alternate sites will be needed.
Staff would like to acknowledge and thank Chief Thomas for taking the minutes for the first half of this meeting. Much appreciation!


With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Brooks adjourned the meeting at 11:15am.



Respectfully submitted,



Susan M. Pinette
Staff













MEETING SCHEDULE

	

Monday, June 6th		MEETING			DPS			9:00am

NO FIRE COMMISSION MEETING IN JULY                Happy July 4th!!!	
	
Monday, August 1st		MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, September 12th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, October 3rd 	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, November 7th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, December 5th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am	
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