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MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, February 4, 2016
(Unanimously Approved on Monday, March 7, 2016)


Chair Gerry Gay called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:15am in Room 438 of the State House, Augusta. Fire Commission members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Chief Dan Brooks, Matt Gomes, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, Chief Joseph Guyotte, Chief Thomas Higgins, Peter Rines, Vicki Schmidt, Chief Michael Thurlow, Chief (RET) Larry Willis and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Stephen Bunker, Senator Scott Cyrway, Bruce Fitzgerald, Representative Lori Fowle, Representative Michel Lajoie, Harty Norris, Charles Soltan, Shaun St. Germaine, Representative Timothy Theriault and Chief Joseph Thomas. Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were Kenneth Desmond, President of the Maine State Federation of Fire Fighters; Chief Jeff Brackett, New Sharon Fire Department; and William Vickerson, Counsel to the Maine State Federation of Fire Fighters.

The Fire Commission would like to thank Senator David Dutremble for his service on the Fire Commission. Senator Dutremble recently resigned from the Maine Senate for personal reasons and the Fire Commission wishes him well.


Committee and Treasurer’s Reports

	The Joint Conference Committee reported that plans are being finalized for the 2016 Joint Conference scheduled for March 23rd, 24th and 25th at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Newry. Members discussed whether their individual registration fees would be paid by the Fire Commission. Members noted that past registration fees had been paid and agreed that this year’s fees would also be paid by the Fire Commission. 
	The Best Practices Award Committee reported no new nominations this month. Members continue to encourage Fire Commission members and members of the public to forward any nominations to the Committee. Nomination forms are available on the website at http://www.maine.gov/dps/fmo/commission/award.html
	The Treasurer reported that the Fire Commission is working with the State Budget Office to transfer funds to the Fire Commission account. The Fire Commission maintains a small budget to fund events (i.e. the Legislative Breakfast) and staff.
	The Elections Committee was tasked with submitting names for the five officer positions to the Fire Commission at the March 7th meeting. Per Fire Commission bylaws “elections for officers are held annually” at the Annual Meeting and the names are to be submitted at the meeting prior to the Annual Meeting. The five positions are Chair, First Vice Chair, Second Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. Fire Commission members interested in serving in any of these positions should contact an Election Committee member- John Arsenault, Gerry Gay or Charlie Soltan- prior to the March meeting.


Old Business

	Fire Commission members discussed the Fire Commission’s report titled  “Final Report to Examine and Develop a Statewide Strategy for the Delivery of Fire and Emergency Medical Services Education and Training through the Maine Community College System”. Copies of the report were sent to the Presidents of the Maine Community College System, Southern Maine Community College and the Eastern Maine Community College. Fire Commission members discussed the findings, objectives and recommendations of the report. Members further discussed Objective #2 -Recommend actions to take now and in the future to make sure these programs are producing occupational ready students. In addition, members focused on the fourth recommendation of Objective #2- Establish a short-term committee that includes representation from the Fire Commission, Community College leadership, and representatives from the various program advisory councils.  Continue to build on the summit discussions and facilitate a process to move forward with these recommended communication and collaborative efforts. Members discussed sending a letter to the Community Colleges and encouraging their establishment of this proposed committee. Members also agreed to copy by email the Deans of the Community Colleges, Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association, Maine Federation of Fire Fighters and the Professional Fire Fighters of Maine.
	
A motion by Chief Thurlow, seconded by John Arsenault, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission send a letter to the President of the Maine Community College System, the President of the Southern Maine Community College and the President of the Eastern Maine Community College System encouraging their establishment of  a short-term committee as outlined in the “Final Report to Examine and Develop a Statewide Strategy for the Delivery of Fire and Emergency Medical Services Education and Training through the Maine Community College System” (Objective #2, 4). The motion passed unanimously.
	
New Business and News from Members

	Fire Commission members reported that attendance at this morning’s Legislative Breakfast at the Senator Inn was very well attended. Many issues of importance to Maine’s Fire Service were discussed including funding for the LOSAP Committee and training facilities. Members agreed that co- sponsoring the event with the building and codes groups was very beneficial. 


	With no further business to come before the Maine Protection Services Commission, Chair Gay adjourned the meeting at 10:10am.

	Respectfully submitted,




	Susan M. Pinette












MEETING SCHEDULE

	

Monday, March 7th  		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Wednesday, March 23rd	Joint Meeting		Sunday River		TBD

W-F, March 23rd-March 25th	Joint Conference		Sunday River		All Day

Monday, May 2nd		ANNUAL MEETING	DPS 			9:00am

Monday, June 6th		MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, July 11th		MEETING			DPS			TBD		


Dates of Interest

May 2nd- ANNUAL MEETING- Election of Fire Commission Officers



Please note there will be NO meeting in April
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