[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, January 12, 2015
(Unanimously Approved on Monday, March 2, 2015 )

Chair Kevin Guimond called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 10:04 am in Room 438, State House. Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Chief Daniel Brooks, Stephan Bunker, Senator David Burns, Senator David Dutremble, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, William Guindon, Alan Hammond, Representative Michel Lajoie, Alex McPhedran, Harty Norris, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Jay Bradshaw, Bruce Fitzgerald, Gerry Gay and Geoffrey Maker. William Vickerson, Counsel for the Maine State Federation of Fire Fighters; Jeffrey Cammack, Executive Director of the Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association; and Mike Murray and Amy Olfene of State Farm Insurance attended as guests of the Fire Commission.


A motion by Alex McPhedran, seconded by Bill Guindon, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accept the December 1, 2014 meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.

The Maine Fire Protection Services Commission introduced its newest member – Chief Michael Thurlow. Chief Thurlow is Chief of the Scarborough Fire Department and will be one of three Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association (MFCA) representatives on the Fire Commission. Welcome Chief Thurlow!


Committee Reports

	The 2015 Joint Spring Conference Committee announced that the conference flyer and attendee packet is available on the MFCA’s website. http://www.mainefirechiefs.com/documents/annualconference.pdf
The Joint Conference is scheduled for March 25th through March 27th at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Newry. Featured speakers will include Dr. David Griffin, author of “In Honor of the Charleston 9” and David Becker, Chair of the EMS Section of the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC). Fire Commission members and other attendees are encouraged to register as early as possible.

	The Best Practices Committee distributed a new nomination for a Fire Commission Best Practices Award. Fire Commission members had previously received the nomination by email. The nominees are Scarborough Fire Department, Scarborough Fire Chief Michael Thurlow and Scarborough Town Planner Dan Bacon for developing an initiative that creates a single position to meet the needs of two Town departments. The new joint Fire Inspector/Commercial Code Enforcement Officer reports to the Fire Chief on life safety issues and the Zoning Administrator in the zoning department. Scarborough’s initiative could act as a model to other Maine communities.
  
	Chair Guimond reappointed Charlie Soltan, Ron Green and John Arsenault to the Elections Committee. The Elections Committee’s duties will be to seek nominations for the five Fire Commission officer positions. Nominations will be presented to the Fire Commission at the meeting prior to the Annual Meeting, which according to the Fire Commission bylaws is “…the regularly scheduled meeting in April, which shall be deemed the Fire Commission’s Annual Meeting, or if no regularly scheduled meeting is held in April, then the election shall be held at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Fire Commission.”


Old Business

	Fire Commission members reviewed and discussed their 127th Legislature priorities list listed below:
1. Amend the Cancer Presumptive law by adding the State Fire Marshal’s Office investigators
2. Reintroduce LOSAP legislation
3. Work with the SFMO on solar energy codes
4. Improve compliance for fire incident reporting
5. Seek funding for voluntary adoption of fire dispatch protocols
6. Work with leadership on tax incentives for volunteers

Fire Commission members had many questions regarding the funding for the fire dispatch protocols. 

A motion by Alex McPhedran, seconded by Harty Norris, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission support legislation to seek funding for the voluntary adoption of standardized fire dispatch protocols. The motion passed with eight members in favor, one member opposed and five members abstaining (Senator David Burns, Chief Joseph Thomas, William Guindon, Stephan Bunker and Alan Hammond).


New Business and News From Members

The Fire Commission welcomed Mike Murray and Amy Olfene of State Farm Insurance to make a presentation on mandatory fire sprinklers in Maine homes and residences. Fire Commission members heard how fire sprinklers save lives- homeowners and fire fighters- and that several issues contribute to fire loss in rural communities. The materials used in modern construction contribute to new buildings burning faster than in the past. Lack of volunteers and reduced funding contribute to longer response times of fire fighters. There is also misinformation about sprinklers that needs clarification as well as giving communities realistic expectations regarding what the fire service can do. State Farm Insurance is very interested in partnering with Maine’s fire service to educate citizens, legislators, and contractors on the benefits of sprinklers with a goal to reduce loss in rural Maine. 
Fire Commission members were informed about a potential problem with the Real I.D. Act and access to Federal lands. Maine is one of four states that not comply and access to Federal property may be denied with a Maine drivers’ license. 
The Maine State Federation of Fire Fighters informed members that they would no longer be conducting their telephone solicitations.
Members were reminded to register for the Legislative Breakfast, scheduled for Thursday, February 5th at the Senator Inn.


With no further business coming before the Maine Fire Protection Service Commission, Chief Guimond adjourned the meeting at 11:30am.


Respectfully submitted,





Susan M. Pinette
Staff






MEETING SCHEDULE
	

Tuesday, February 3rd		State House Day	Hall of Flags		8am-11am

Tuesday, February 3rd 	MEETING		State House		TBD	

Thursday, February 5th 	Legislative Breakfast	Senator Inn		TBD

Monday, March 2nd		MEETING		State House		10:00am

Wednesday, March 25th	Joint Meeting		Sunday River		TBD

Thursday, March 26th 		Joint Conference	Sunday River		All Day

Friday, March 27th		Joint Conference	Sunday River		8am-noon

Monday, May 4th		ANNUAL MEETING	State House		TBD

Monday, June 1st		MEETING		State House		TBD




All meetings in the State House are in Room 438 unless otherwise indicated.
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