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MEETING MINUTES
Monday, January 11, 2016
(Unanimously Approved on Monday, March 7, 2016)


Chair Gerry Gay called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:00am in Room 438 of the State House, Augusta. Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Chief Dan Brooks, Stephan Bunker, Senator Scott Cyrway, Representative Lori Fowle, Matt Gomes, James Graves, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, Chief Joseph Guyotte , Representative Michel Lajoie, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Representative Timothy Theriault,  Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow, Chief (RET) Larry Willis and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Senator David Dutremble, Bruce Fitzgerald, Harty Norris and Shaun St. Germaine. Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were Jeffrey Cammack, Executive Director of the Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association; Kenneth Desmond, President of the Maine State Federation of Fire Fighters; Chief Duane Bickford, Fairfield Fire Department; and Scott Van Ormand and Lindsey Oliver, Office of the Governor.

The Fire Commission was pleased to welcome two of the Governor’s staff members to today’s meeting. Scott Van Orman and Lindsey Scott attended the meeting to update members on their appointment status. The Governor’s Office and staff will work to get all Fire Commission members terms current.


Committee Reports

	The Training Needs Committee submitted their final report to the Fire Commission. Members discussed the report and agreed to forward copies of the report with a cover letter to the President of the Community College System, the President of Southern Maine Community College and the President of the Eastern Maine Community College. Additional copies would be distributed to interested parties by email and by Fire Commission members. Members also suggested the report should be uploaded to the Fire Commission’s web site.

A motion by Dan Brooks, seconded by John Arsenault, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accepts the final report of the Training Needs Committee. The motion passed unanimously.

Fire Commission bylaws require the election of new officers annually at the Annual Meeting in April, or if there is no April meeting, the next regular Fire Commission meeting. The Fire Commission will not meet in April in 2016 because of the Joint Conference at the end of March, so the Annual Meeting will be on May 2nd. The Elections Committee has been tasked with submitting names for candidates for the five officer positions. The Committee will present their candidates at the March 7th meeting. Members interested in any of the five positions are encouraged to contact Election Committee members.

Old Business
	Fire Commission members had a lengthy discussion on the state of the fire problem in Maine. There have been several fire related deaths in 2016 and an estimated $60.7 million in property loss in 2015.  Members expressed concern that the decrease in the numbers of firefighters in Maine is reaching a critical stage and the impact to communities will be very harmful. Members cited examples of the seriousness of the problem by describing a recent house fire in Alton. Nineteen different departments responded to this fire, leaving their own fire departments uncovered or covered by another department. Despite the efforts and resources of these nineteen departments, the house burned to the ground. Members discussed the need to work with community leaders towards a common goal. Members also agreed that accurate reporting is crucial in order to obtain statistical data and the ability to apply for crucial grants.

New Business and News from Members
	Fire Commission members discussed three new bills submitted in the Second Session of the Maine Legislature. The bills were L.D. 1465 “An Act To Require the State To Adequately Pay for Emergency Medical Services” sponsored by Representative Lajoie of Lewiston; L.D. 1476 “An Act To Improve the Law Concerning Carbon Monoxide Detectors” sponsored by Senator Diamond of Cumberland; and L.D. 1535 “An Act To Protect Firefighters by Prohibiting the Sale and Distribution of New Upholstered Furniture Containing Certain Flame-retardant Chemicals” sponsored by Senator Baker of Sagadahoc. Co-sponsors of the bill include Representative Battle of South Portland,  Senator Davis of Piscataquis, Representative Devin of Newcastle, Representative Doore of Augusta,  Senator Gerzofsky of Cumberland, Representative Gideon of Freeport, Senator Gratwick of Penobscot, Representative Lajoie of Lewiston,  Representative Maker of Calais,  Senator McCormick of Kennebec, Representative Theriault of China, Representative Tuell of East Machias and Senator Woodsome of York. L.D. 1535 is expected to be referenced to the Energy and Natural Resources Committee, but is still in the Senate awaiting reference. Members asked staff to draft a letter to be sent to the ENR Committee for its public hearing.
	A motion by Vicki Schmidt, seconded by John Arsenault, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission send a letter to the Energy and Natural Resources Committee supporting L.D. 1535 An Act To Protect Firefighters by Prohibiting the Sale and Distribution of New Upholstered Furniture Containing Certain Flame-retardant Chemicals sponsored by Senator Baker of Sagadahoc. The motion passed unanimously.

	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Gay adjourned the meeting at 10:00am.

	Respectfully submitted,


	Susan M. Pinette
	Staff












MEETING SCHEDULE
	

Thursday, February 4th 	MEETING			Senator Inn		TBD

Monday, March 7th  		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Wednesday, March 23rd	Joint Meeting		Sunday River		TBD

W-F, March 23rd-March 25th	Joint Conference		Sunday River		All Day

Monday, May 2nd		ANNUAL MEETING	TBD 			9:00am

Monday, June 6th		MEETING			DPS			9:00am		


Dates of Interest

February 4th- Legislative Breakfast at the Senator Inn
May 2nd- ANNUAL MEETING- Election of Fire Commission Officers


Please note there will be NO meeting in April
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