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MEETING MINUTES
Monday, December 7, 2015
(Unanimously Approved on Monday, March 7, 2016)


Chair Gerry Gay called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:02am in Florian Hall, Maine Department of Public Safety Building, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta. Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Stephan Bunker, Representative Lori Fowle, Matt Gomes, James Graves, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, Chief (RET) Joseph Guyotte , Representative Michel Lajoie, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow, Chief (RET) Larry Willis and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Chief Dan Brooks, Senator Scott Cyrway, Senator David Dutremble, Bruce Fitzgerald, Harty Norris, Shaun St. Germaine and Representative Timothy Theriault.  Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were former Fire Commission member Alex McPhedran and Peter Rines from the Maine Fire Services Institute (MFSI).

A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Chief Michael Thurlow, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accepts the November 2, 2015 meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously. 



Committee Reports

	The Joint Spring Conference Committee reported that plans are progressing for the 2016 Joint Conference scheduled for March 23rd-25th at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Newry. This year’s theme is “Partners Leading By Example” and the conference brochure is expected to be completed this month. Copies will be sent to members via email. The Conference Committee indicated several highlights of the Conference including Jim Mathis, who will be speaking on Thursday. Mr. Mathis’s presentation will be “Reinvention Made Easy: Change Your Strategy, Change Your Results.” Friday’s agenda will include sessions on apartment inspections and the Cancer Presumptive Law. The Joint Meeting will again be held on Wednesday, to be preceded by a session on dispatch topics (ISO and protocols).  On Thursday evening, a barbeque on top of the mountain is planned and members are encouraged to make reservations early. 

	The Best Practices Committee reported they had not received any new nominations for Best Practice Award consideration. The Committee continues to encourage members to forward worthy candidates to the Committee.
	The Training Needs Committee reported that they plan to meet in December and will forward their report to members via email. Discussion of the report will be on the Fire Commission’s January agenda.

Old Business

	The Working Group to Develop Solutions to Meet the Needs for Municipal Volunteer Personnel has completed their work and sent their final written report to the Maine Legislature’s Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee (CJPS) for their consideration. The CJPS Committee will meet in January 2016 to review and discuss the report and make recommendations to the Legislature. The report is expected to include recommendations to establish additional duties for the Fire Commission. 


New Business and News From Members
	Fire Commission members discussed several new bills that were submitted for consideration in the Second Session of the 127th Maine Legislature. Topics included increasing Maine Care payments for frequent users of ambulance services; payment methods to the Office of the State Fire Marshal for ride inspection at fairs; and protecting firefighters from dangerous chemicals in new upholstered furniture.
	Fire Commission members were updated on the Public Utilities Commission’s rulemaking regarding fire protocols.
	The Maine Fire Service Institute reported the start of a county outreach program, initially targeting Washington County. Partnering with the Maine Federation of Fire Fighters (MSFFF) and the Department of Labor (DOL), the program will initially offer training and classes such as FFI and II, Basic Fire School, Basic Pumps and Arial Operations, and Community Risk Reduction. 
	Fire Commission members were updated on staffing concerns within the Maine Forest Service and its effect on firefighting efforts. Issues discussed were the decreased numbers of unit rangers and that several towns, especially in Northern Maine, were no longer providing fire coverage, which puts extra duties on the Forest Service. Members were informed that the Forest Service is responsible for over 250,000 acres.
	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Gay adjourned the meeting at 10:40pm.

	Respectfully submitted,


	Susan M. Pinette
	Staff










MEETING SCHEDULE
	

Monday, January 11th	MEETING			State House		9:00am

Thursday, February 4th 	MEETING			Senator Inn		TBD

Monday, March 7th  		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Wednesday, March 23rd	Joint Meeting		Sunday River		TBD

W-F, March 23rd-March 25th	Joint Conference		Sunday River		All Day

Monday, May 2nd		ANNUAL MEETING	TBD 			9:00am

Monday, June 6th		MEETING			DPS			9:00am		

Dates of Interest

February 4th- Legislative Breakfast at the Senator Inn
May 2nd- ANNUAL MEETING- Election of Fire Commission Officers


Please note there will be NO meeting in April
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