[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, December 1, 2014
(Unanimously Approved on January 12, 2015)

Chief Joseph Thomas called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 10:00 am in Champlain Conference Room, Maine Department of Public Safety Building, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine. Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Jay Bradshaw, Chief Daniel Brooks, Senator David Burns, Gerry Gay, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, William Guindon, Alan Hammond, Representative Michel Lajoie, Geoffrey Maker, Alex McPhedran, Charles Soltan and Susan Pinette (staff). Members absent included Stephan Bunker, Representative Dean Cray, Senator David Dutremble, Bruce Fitzgerald, Chief Kevin Guimond, Harty Norris, Vicki Schmidt and Representative Wayne Werts. William Vickerson, Counsel for the Maine State Federation of Fire Fighters, and Sydney Hazard, niece of Fire Commission member Alex McPhedran, attended as guests of the Fire Commission.


A motion by Gerry Gay, seconded by Alex McPhedran, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accept the November meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.


Committee Reports

	The 2015 Spring Joint Conference Committee reported that the conference brochure is in final stages of completion. A draft may be available at the January meeting. The Joint Spring Conference is scheduled for March 25th-27th (Wednesday-Friday) at the Sunday River Grand Summit Conference Center in Newry.  The Joint Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday (March 25th) with the time and place still to be decided. Due to the late March date of the Joint Conference, Fire Commission members discussed cancelling the April 6th meeting. No final decision was reached.

	The Best Practices Committee did not receive any new nominations this month but continue to encourage members to identify and nominate worthy candidates. 

	



Old Business

	Fire Commission members discussed the draft language regarding the emergency dispatch protocols that was distributed at the December meeting. Members had many questions regarding the proposed language. Members also discussed other proposed legislation and whether the Fire Commission should support this specific issue at this time. 
	A motion by Ron Green, seconded by Alex McPhedran, to table discussion on whether the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission should support legislation in the 127th Maine Legislature regarding the voluntary adoption of advanced fire and police dispatch protocols by PSAPs (public safety answering points). The motion passed unanimously

Fire Commission members will host the Maine Fire Service Day at the State House on Tuesday, February 3rd in the Hall of Flags starting at 8:00am. Plans include display tables and ceremonial events in the Senate and House of Representatives. 

Fire Commission members were updated on the adoption of the ambulance design standards. These standards have been under review to ensure the safety of patients and emergency first responders. The proposed standards, if approved, are expected to be adopted in June 2015. If adopted in June, the standards will go into effect in January 2016 for vehicles manufactured after 2016. Vehicles manufactured prior to 2016 will have three years to comply with the new standards.

The Fire Commission website is undergoing an update with the assistance of the Maine State Fire Marshal’s Office (SFMO) staff. The website will have current information, including updated minutes, rosters, and meeting schedules. 


New Business and News From Members

	Fire Commission members learned that the SFMO and the Maine Fire Service Institute (MFSI) are working together on a joint risk reduction strategy. This joint endeavor proposes to be proactive regarding fire risks and will involve fire departments and communities in reducing these fire risks. Priorities are to change the attitudes of people as to what risks are acceptable.

	The SFMO is also working with the Maine Red Cross on a five year pilot program to increase the use of smoke detectors and reduce fire injuries and deaths. The joint pilot program’s goal is to distribute, install and schedule follow-up visits by local fire departments. The pilot program plans to provide free smoke detectors and train people to install these smoke detectors. The initial focus will be on manufactured housing and private dwellings.  Installation has begun in Falmouth and Scarborough with a goal to install 1000 smoke detectors.

	The Sprinkler Initiative Coalition is scheduled to meet on December 11th at the Maine Department of Public Safety. Several members of the Fire Commission also serve on the Coalition and will report on the meeting at the Fire Commission’s January meeting.

	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Thomas adjourned the meeting at 10:47am.


	Respectfully submitted,



	Susan M. Pinette





















MEETING SCHEDULE
	

Monday, January 12th		MEETING		State House		10:00am

Tuesday, February 3rd		State House Day	Hall of Flags		8am-11am

Tuesday, February 3rd 	MEETING		State House		TBD	

Thursday, February 5th 	Legislative Breakfast	Senator Inn		TBD

Monday, March 2nd		MEETING		State House		10:00am

Wednesday, March 25th	Joint Meeting		Sunday River		TBD

Thursday, March 26th 		Joint Conference	Sunday River		All Day

Friday, March 27th		Joint Conference	Sunday River		8am-noon


All meetings in the State House are in Room 438 unless otherwise indicated.





Still to be Scheduled:
	Presentation before the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee (January 2015)
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