MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, October 6, 2014
[bookmark: _GoBack](Unanimously Approved on November 10, 2014)

Chair Kevin Guimond called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 10:06 am in Florian Hall, Maine Department of Public Safety Building, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine. Members attending today’s meeting included Chief Dan Brooks, Stephan Bunker, Ron Green, William Guindon, Alan Hammond, Representative Michel Lajoie, Mike LaPlante (for Steven Greeley), Alex McPhedran, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Chief Joseph Thomas, Representative Wayne Werts and Susan Pinette (staff). Members absent were John Arsenault, Jay Bradshaw, Senator David Burns, Representative Dean Cray, Senator David Dutremble, Bruce Fitzgerald, Gerry Gay, Geoffrey Maker and Harty Norris. Chief Kenneth Desmond (Retired), newly elected President of the Maine Federation of Fire Fighters, attended as guest of the Fire Commission.

A motion by Representative Michel Lajoie, seconded by Ron Green, to accept the meeting minutes of September 8, 2014 as amended. The motion passed unanimously. The minutes were revised on page 2, under Old Business to correctly list “carbon monoxide monitors” not “carbon dioxide monitors”, and to add “investigators” to the first line of the second list.

Committee Reports
	The 2015 Spring Joint Conference Committee updated the Fire Commission on their plans. The Committee has finalized arrangements with two speakers- Dr. David Griffin, formerly with the South Carolina Fire Department and now working on reforms for firefighter training; and Chief David Becker, current Chair of the EMS section of the International Association of Fire Chiefs. Both men are well respected in their fields and will share their experience and knowledge with conference attendees. 
The Best Practices Committee did not have any new nominations for Best Practices Awards this month. The Committee continues to encourage members to submit worthy candidates to the Committee. Best Practices are recognized by the Fire Commission throughout the year, with the final Best Practice Award being presented at the Spring Joint Conference.
Old Business
	Fire Commission members discussed the following approved list of legislative priorities. Members further discussed issues associated with the November elections and the implications for getting legislation passed. Draft language regarding the funding of the voluntary adoption of standardized protocols for fire and police dispatch calls was distributed and discussed. Members agreed to review the language and discuss at the November meeting.
1. Amend the Cancer Presumptive law by adding the State Fire Marshal’s Office investigators
2. Reintroduce LOSAP legislation
3. Work with the SFMO on solar energy codes
4. Improve compliance for fire incident reporting
5. Seek funding for voluntary adoption of fire dispatch protocols
6. Work with leadership on tax incentives for volunteers

The Fire Commission will host the Maine Fire Service Day at the State House on Tuesday, February 3rd in the Hall of Flags. The Fire Commission will also host the annual Legislative Breakfast on Thursday, February 5th at the Senator Inn in Augusta. These are two important opportunities for the Fire Commission to meet and speak with Legislators. 


New Business

	October is Fire Prevention Month and October 5-11th is Fire Prevention Week. Planned events throughout the month include joint disaster preparedness drills and a smoke detector installation pilot project. 
	The SFMO announced the two line of duty death benefit checks have been delivered to the two families who tragically lost a loved one. 
	The Fire Commission was pleased to welcome Chief Ken Desmond (Retired) to today’s meeting. Chief Desmond was recently elected as the new President of the Maine Federation of Fire Fighters.

	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Guimond adjourned the meeting at 11:05am.

	Respectfully submitted,

	Susan M. Pinette
	Staff
MEETING SCHEDULE


Tuesday, November 4th        	ELECTION DAY

Monday, November 10th 	MEETING		DPS			10:00am

Monday, December 1st		MEETING		DPS			10:00am	

Monday, January 5th or 12th	MEETING ***		State House		10:00am

Tuesday, February 3rd		State House Day	Hall of Flags		8am-11am

Tuesday, February 3rd 	MEETING		State House		TBD	

Thursday, February 5th 	Legislative Breakfast	Senator Inn		TBD

Monday, March 2nd		MEETING		State House		10:00am

Wednesday, March 25th	Joint Meeting		Sunday River		TBD

Thursday, March 26th 		Joint Conference	Sunday River		All Day

Friday, March 27th		Joint Conference	Sunday River		8am-noon

Still to be Scheduled:
	Presentation before the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee (January 2015)

*** Tentative date, final date and/or time to be determined
 


