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MEETING MINUTES
Monday, October 5, 2015
(Unanimously Approved on Monday, November 2, 2015)


Chair Kevin Guimond called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:04am in Florian Hall, Maine Department of Public Safety Building, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta. Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Chief Daniel Brooks, Stephan Bunker, James Graves, Stephen Greeley, Chief Joseph Guyotte (RET), Representative Michel Lajoie, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Representative Timothy Theriault, Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow, Chief Larry Willis (RET) and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Senator Scott Cyrway, Senator David Dutremble, Bruce Fitzgerald, Representative Lori Fowle, Gerry Gay, Matt Gomes, Harty Norris, and Shaun St. Germaine. Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were Peter Rines from the Maine Fire Service Institute (MFSI) and Alex McPhedran from the Maine State Federation of Fire Fighters (MSFFF).


A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Mike Thurlow, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accept the August 3, 2015 meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously. 

	The Maine Fire Protection Services Commission introduced three new members. James Graves replaced William Guindon, who resigned from the Maine Fire Service Institute effective September 17th. Jim is MFSI’s Deputy Director of Operations. Chief Joseph Guyotte (RET) of Dover-Foxcroft and Chief Larry Willis (RET) of Brewer will represent the MSFFF on the Fire Commission. Welcome Jim, Joe and Larry!

Committee Reports/ Treasurer’s Report
	The Joint Spring Conference Committee reported on their progress for the upcoming 2016 Joint Spring Conference. The Committee reminds members that the conference will be held on Wednesday, March 23rd through Friday, March 25th at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Newry. Fire Commission members discussed potential conference speakers and the need to offer new and topical subjects for conference attendees.
	The Best Practices Committee reported no new nominations for Best Practice Awards but continue to urge members to submit candidates to the Committee.
	The Treasurer reported on discussions with the State’s Budget Office regarding the monies allocated to the Fire Commission in the new fiscal year.

Old Business
	Fire Commission members received a six page summary regarding the fire summit held at the Southern Maine Community College’s Midcoast campus in September. The summit was a facilitated discussion among stakeholders to “examine the state wide strategy for the delivery of education and training through the Community College System”. The morning was divided into three sections- the first part included all participants. The group was asked to discuss whether the current system is, or is not, working. After a short break, the approximately sixty participants were divided into four groups and asked to discuss the meaning of “occupational ready” students and the skills these students need in the present and the future. The entire group reconvened to discuss the four groups’ responses and agreed more discussion was needed. (These responses were charted in the final summary.) Fire Commission members agreed to form a committee to review the summary and report any recommendations at the November meeting. Members of the Committee are John Arsenault, Chief Dan Brooks and Chief Joe Thomas.

New Business/News from Members
	Fire Commission members were informed about a legislative work group formed to find solutions to the problems that volunteer fire departments and emergency medical service providers encounter in recruiting, training and retaining volunteers in Maine. The Working Group to Develop Solutions to Meet the Needs of Municipal Volunteer Personnel was established by Resolve 2015, chapter 49 and will meet three times this fall. The goals of the working group are to study the reasons for the lack of volunteers and to identify ways to increase these numbers. Their report to the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee is due on December 2nd. Fire Commission members Mike Lajoie and Tim Theriault serve on this working group and will update members on the working group’s progress at future Fire Commission meetings.
	As reported in August, the Sprinkler Coalition will have an important presence at the Maine Municipal Association’s Fall Conference held on October 7th and 8th at the Augusta Civic Center. Planned events include a demonstration in the parking lot during Thursday’s lunch break. 
	Members were encouraged to read an article authored by Joe Thomas in MMA’s “Maine Townsman” (August/September 2015 edition) on the future of firefighters in Maine.
	
	The Second Regular Session of the Maine Legislature will begin in January 2016 to deal with carryovers and emergency legislation. Fire Commission members discussed several of the bills that the Legislature’s Executive Council will consider in October. Bills that are denied by the Executive Council can be appealed at the November meeting.
	Fire Commission members learned that OSHA has approved Maine’s application to be a “state plan state”, thereby authorizing Maine to enforce its own safety and health requirements for government employees.  Maine’s plan must be as effective as the federal OSHA standards and OSHA will still cover the private sector. 
	Fire Commission members were updated on several changes in Maine Fire Service Institute’s administration due to the September resignation of MFSI’s executive director. Jim Graves was named the new Deputy Director of Operations and Peter Rines was named the new deputy Director of Administration and Certification. Both men said they were committed to train Maine’s firefighters and pledged to work closely with the Fire Commission. Members wished them well in their new positions at MFSI.


	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Guimond adjourned the meeting at 10:37am.

	Respectfully submitted,

	Susan M. Pinette
	Staff
 




	





MEETING SCHEDULE
	
Monday, November 2nd	MEETING			Public Safety		9:00am

Monday, December 7th	MEETING			Public Safety		9:00am

Monday, January 11th		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Monday, February 1st		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Monday, March 7th  		MEETING			State House		9:00am




Dates of Interest
October 30th and 31st - Pine Tree Burn Conference, Ramada Inn, Saco
November 3rd – Second Meeting of the Working Group to Meet the Needs of Municipal Personnel
November 17th – Final Meeting of the Working Group to Meet the need of Municipal Personnel
January 6th - Start of the Second Session of the 127th Legislature
March 23rd, 24th and 25th -2016 Joint Spring Conference, Sunday River, Newry



To Be Determined
Legislative Breakfast- February 2016?
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