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To:
18772279838
From:

Subject:
RSU 38 Option 3
Message:
Diana,
Attached 1z RSU 38's Extension for the Proficiency Based diploma. Please let me know that vou
have received the document.
Donna
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| School Administrative Units {5AUs) award diplomas. The Maine
Department of Education’s role is to ensure that SAUs base the awarding of a diploma on
student proficiency for students graduating after January 1, 2018, The following Proficiency-
Based Diploma Extension application is intended to provide the Department and the school
administrative unit with evidence of a good fit between the district’s current progress and
thair extension requast.

Directions for submitting an extension application

1. Complets the document and provide evidence to support the responses, Qur
ntent Is to keep the process streamlined and reasenable and have therefore set
word limits of 1000 words for each section in the application and request that
districts submit a total of ne more than 25 pages of evidence.

2. Convert the extension application document and all pages of evidence to a PDF
format end fax your complete application to Diana Deiron at the following fax
number: 1-877-227-9838.

Note: Extension applications that are incomplete or lack sufficient evidence will
receive feedback requesting additional information. Qur plan is to process all

submissions within a month of the submittal window. This plan is dependant on the

number of submissions received per submittal deadline.
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Proflclency-Based Diploma Extenslon Option 3

At the time of the extenslon application the SAU will:

* Provide evidence of the proficiency based system in place at the middle school or K-8
level as evidence of the SAU’s preparedness to expand the proficiency-based system
Into the secondary level and Its preparedness to award diplomas based on preflclency In
the standards of the elght content areas and standards of the Guiding Principles after
July 1, 2020.

s Provide a description of the ovarall plan to maeet the goal of awarding of diplomas bazed
on proficiency in the standards of the eight content areas and the standards of the
Gulding Princlples. The description should Include benchmarks for the 2014-2015 school
year and each year for which the extension is requested.

® Include a budget for the use of all existing targetad proficiency-based diploma transition
funds during 2014-2015 and any 2013-2014 funds that were carried over to support the
Implementation of proflclency-based diplomas

LIMIT REZPONSES TO QUESTIONS TQ 1000 WOQRDS PER QUESTION AND LIMIT TOTAL
ATTACHED EVIDENCE TO 25 PAGES

Submittal Window
1. Indicate the submitting date.
__August 18, 2014, 5 pm __ September 17, 2014, 5pm ___ October 18, 2014, 5 pm
__X_lanuary 27, 2015, Bam

Superintendents Region

2. Indicate the superintendent region in which your SAU is a member.

Aroostook

Cummberland

Hancack

Kennzhee Valley X
Midcoast
Penguls

Washingten

Western Malne
York
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3. 5School Administrative Unit; RSU #38
4. High School(s): Maranacaok Community High Schaol
5. Name and title of person completing the extension requast: Donna H. Wolfrom
6. Superintendent’s name, address, phone number and email:
Donna H. Walfrom
RSU #38
45 Millard Harrisen Dr.
Readfiald, ME 04355
Donna_wolfrom@maranacook.org

Evidence of Preparadness

7. Dascribe the proficiency-based system in place at the middle school or K-8 level as
evidence of the SAUs preparedness to expand the proficiency-hased system into the
secondary level and its preparedness to award diplomas based on proficiency in the
standards of the eight content areas and the standards of the Guiding Principles after
July 1, 2020, Limit your description to 1000 words (approximately 2 pages single
spaced or four pages double spaced) and attach evidence to support your description
referencing the name of the document(s) and specific page(s).

Criteria:

& Clear description of the proficiency-based education work completed to date

* Clear connection between evidence and the work done

#«  Clear description of the impact the proficiency-based work is having on students, staff
and community

« Clear alignment to extension option

We feel confident we can reliably document student growth and proficiency in all 8
content areas and the Guiding Principles by July 2020. Using the Marzano teaching
standards for the PEPG work, teachers K-12 in all content areas are required to develop
lessons, units, and assessments based on Maine standards. The Administrative team

studied Rigorous Curriculum Design (Ainsworth) and together with the district math and

literacy coaches |led grade level (K-8) teachers and departments (9-12) through the
process of unpacking standards, to gain a thorough understanding of the outcomes
expected of students and how to achieve them. Curriculum maps and pacing guides
have been developed to drive and ensure instruction. Teachers are required to develop
and post daily learning targets for the standards-based work of the day and then

informally assess students during the lesson using a formative scale. This work in
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preparation for the new teacher evaluation system is providing leverage for standards-
based curriculum and assessments.

Work to Date

During 2013-14, standards-based instructional units in mathematics and reading for K-5
(which had been piloted the previous year) were refined and elahorated in a commaon
format. Common assessments and rubrics for each unit were developed and calibrated.
Writing units based on Lucy Calkins’ Units of Study were piloted in grades K-5 and
commeon writing assessments were analyzed. Scoring was calibrated at least three times

for each grade level,

Standards-based curriculum work was initiated at the 6-12 level in '13-14 as well, with a
focus on grades & and 9, and ELA and Mathematics as priorities. Collaborative teams of
teachers of mathematics for Grade 6, 7, & & were formed by the Principal and granted
release time for half-day meetings (facilitated by the Math Coach, Curriculum
Coordinator, and Principal) throughout the year to study the standards and design units
& commaon assessments. This year as units are updated and revised based on common
assessment data, the process is much more efficient. Standards-based instruction and
assessment based on proficiency is becoming the norm. A Grade 6-8 team of Literacy
teachers was also organized by the Principal and granted release time for half-cay
professional meetings (facilitated by the Literacy Coach, Curriculum Coordinator and
Principal) throughout the second semester of 13-14 to learn more about the standards
and standards-based instruction, in particular the reading/writing workshop model. This
vear middle level teams are piloting an informational unit from the Lucy Calkins Units of
Study, and will be using a continuation of standards-based rubrics refined by K-5
teachers for evaluating students’ wrlting. They also are Implementing common unilts for

reading, some of which were piloted last year.

At the high school, in 13-14 information was shared and questions about transitioning to

a proficiency-based system were addressed during leadership team meetings,
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department meetings, and professional development days. The Curriculum Coordinator
and Coaches facilitated communication about assessment data, instructional needs of
incoming students, and course planning vertically between the middle and high school.
Teachers across the curriculum have participated in identifying a common set of

graduation standards (priority standards) for ELA.

Teachers at 9-12 are also choosing priority standards in other content areas and
updating curriculum guides and instruction in preparation for a proficiency-based
system. For example the World Language faculty in grades 6-12 have heen meeting
together and chose to use the APPL assessment to verify proficiency and evaluate the
impact of standards-based curriculum. A Science Curriculum Committee, K-12 was
convened last summer to learn about the Next Generation Science standards, review
current curriculum, and make recommendations about how to implement the standards
effectively, K-12. They are currently seeking feedback on their proposed curriculum
guides and recommendations and will be piloting selected new units and commaon
assessments next year. The report includes a timeline for piloting common units and
assessments for a proficiency-based system to ensure all assessments have been piloted
for a vear prior to formal use for documenting proficiency for a diploma by the 2020

deadline. (See Science K-12 Curriculum Committee Report 1/15)

Webinars and collaborative sessions were also held throughout last year to determine
what student information system would best meet the district’s needs. Eventually
JumpRope was selected as a management system for assessment and reporting
functions, The Teacher Leadership Teams from all schools met in January and May to
review proposals and offer suggestions as the proficlency system took shape (see
attached Guidelines for RSU #38 Curriculum Work, 1/14 & Proficiency-based Grading
Proposal, 5/14).
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Impact on Students

Students are becoming familiar with the standards and the expectations regarding those
standards. Students are realizing the rigor of the standards and practices in
Mathematics and ELA, With the increased rigor of the standards a system of support
has been implemented at every grade level (K-12). Students are heginning to recognize
these systemns and have come to realize that the supports are in place to help them
meet those standards. With the implemented standards-based curriculum at K-8 and
piloting of standards-based curriculum in ELA and Math at Gr. 9 and Hahits of Work
(aligned with Guiding Principles) for grades 9-12, students are assuming a new level of

responsibility for their learning.

Parents are important partners in the transition to a standards-based system.
Information has been shared to date in the following ways:
< parent sessions on the Common Core standards
< "data” on math and reading proficiency in school newsletters
o website updates
o "evidence of standards” in gr. 6-8 Portfolios

o public workshops during Board meetings

Last spring the principal of the high school started a proficiency-based diploma parent
committee to discuss concerns, questions, and learn what the implications will be for
their students. For example, parents wanted to know what differentiating in the
classroom would look like and how colleges would view a PBE transcript. At a

subsequent meeting guidance staff shared information they obtained from colleges.

The administrative team will be participating in a workshop next month with Judy
Enright of the Western Maine Educational Collaborative on how to involving the broader

community and parents in a proficiency-based system.
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QOverall Impleme ntation Plan

8. Provide a description of the overall plan to meet the goal of awarding diplomas based
on proficiency in the standards of the eight content areas and the standards of the
Guiding Principles after July 1, 2020. The description should include benchmarks and
metrics for the 2014-2015 school year and benchmarks for each year for which the
extension is requested. Limit your description to 1000 words (approximately 2 pages

single spaced or four pages double spaced) and attach evidence to support your

description referencing the name of the document(s) and specific page(s).

Criteria:
= Overall plan is aligned with the 5AU shared vision focus areas
+ Benchmarks for progress in 2014-2015 include activities/actions that will support
the achievement of the benchmarks and metrics to measure them.
s Evidence includad clearly supports tha hanchmarks

We feel confident we can reliably document student growth and proficiency in the
eight content areas and the standards of the Guiding Principles by the Fall of 2020, The
Proflclency-hased diploma system Is not an Isolated Initlative, It Is belng developed

within the context of the RSU #28 Strategic Plan (as described below).

Building Capacity

Building capacity for a standards-hased system raguires extensive professional
development and time to pllot and reflne elements of the system. The process started
in 2012-13 with development and implementation of an RSU #38 Strategic Plan (see
ottoched R5L 38 Strategic Plan), under the leadership of a new Superintendent of
schools, Donna Wolfrom. She worked closely with a Literacy Coach and Math Coach to
initiate book studies, workshops, and collabhorative monthly K-5 grade level meetings
focused on standards-based Instructlon. Ih 2013-14 a new Dlrector of Instructlon,
Assessment & Curriculum was hired to join the team and a standards-based curriculum
development process was formalized and adopted. Goal #1 and Goal #2 in the Strategic
Plan relate directly to the development of a proficiency-based system, so the focus of all
staff development and curriculum work for the year involved best practices for

developing and Implementing a dynamic, standards-based system.
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Goal #1 Implementation of district standards based learning system that
provides for personalized learning opportunitias and promotes individual

student progress.

Goal #2 RSU #38 wlll develop and Implement conslstent, rigorous currlculum

resulting In high levels of student performance.

Development of the RSU #38 Proficlency-based System

In 2013-14 the Administrative Team did a book study on Rigorous Curriculum
Design (Ainsworth, 2010). The standards-based curriculum development process for the
district {see gttached RSU 38 Curriculum Instruction & Assessment Design) was
developed based heavily on Ainsworth’s model. Selections from the text and supporting
sources were shared with teachers In multiple contexts, and standards-based currlculum
development was the major initiative of the school year, Components of the
proficiency-based system include:

Currlculum guldes — specifying priority standards (Somple Writing Curriculum
Guide, Gr. 3-5)

Standards-based commeon unlts —specifying essential questions, big ideas,
standards, outcomes, instructional strategies and resources, and essential vocabulary
(Gr. 6-8 Informational Reading Unit)

Standards-based comman assessments — standards-based performance tasks or
assessments are administered under specified conditions to measure student
proficiency (Gr. 6 7 & 8 Information Reading Pre & Post Assessments)

Standards-based commaon rubrles - progressions of learning used to rate student
performance on a standard on a 4 paint scale from Does not Meet (no evidence of the
concept 1) to Exceeds (evidence of the standard at the next grade level) (information
Reading Gr. 6,7,88 Scoring Guides and Steps for Developing o Standards-based Rubric)

Callbrated scorlng and analysls of common assessment results — teachers of the

same grade level or course meet to align scoring, analyze assessment results, and
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determine what adjustments are needed in instruction, the assessment, or the rubric.
(Exit Slip for Analyzing Assessment Results)

Use of consistent rating scale (K-12) & mastery determination (trending “power
law” and “decaying average”) Assessments are also aligned vertically and a consistent
system of tracking and reporting will be implemented to monitor students” proficiency
on standards from K-12. A JumpRope district license has been purchased to track

students’ progress on the standards.

We are phasing in standards-based instructional and assessment practices at all grade
levels to meet district goals #1 (differentiated instruction) and #2 (rigorous curriculum},
We have been providing professional development in Common Core standards in
Mathematics and English Language Arts for two years to build capacity for teaching and
assessing the standards, The next content area in which common units and assessments
will be piloted K-12 is Science, starting next year. We will phase in proficiency
monitoring and reporting to parents in other content areas as indicated on the

Curriculum Development Chart.
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Year

K-5

| 9-12

15-16

ELA Reading
ELA Writing
MATH All Units
Science 1 Unit
HOW (Habits of
Work)

ELA Reading
ELA Writing

. MATH All Units

Science 1 Units
World Lang I- Mid Course

ELA Reading -Gr 9
ELA Writing-Gr 9
ELA Research- Gr 9
MATH Algebra

Earth Sys: 2 Units
Bio: 1 Unit

Physics: 1 Unit

- Social Studies - Gr 9

World Lang | & 2- Mid Course
HOW (Habits of Work)

17-18

ELA Reading

ELA Writing

MATH All Units
Science 3 Units
Soc. Studies 2 Units
Art & Music

ELA Reading
ELA Writing
MATH All Units

Science 3 Units

Soc. Studies 2 Units

World Lang |- Mid Course; 2
Units

Art & Music

ELA Reading -Gr 9, 10
ELA Writing-Gr 9,10
ELA Research - Gr 9,10
MATH Algebra

MATH Geometry

MATH Algebra I

Social Studies- Gr 9,10
Earth Sys: § Units

Bio: 3 Units

Physics: 3 Units

World Lang 1,2,3,4- Mid Course
Art | & Electives

Guiding Principles (including HOW)

10
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ELA Reatling
ELA Writing

Art & Music
PE

Health
Career & Ed

MATH All Unlts
Science 3 Units
Soc. Studies 3 Units

ELA Reading

ELA Writing

MATH All Units
Science 3 Units

Soc, Studies 3 Units
World Lang- Level 1 All

- Units

Art & Music
PE

Health
Career & Ed

ELA Reading -Gr 9, 10,1
ELA Writing-Gr 8,10,11

ELA Research - Gr 9,10,11
MATH Algebra

MATH Geometry

Algebra Il

Earth Sys: All Units

Biology: All units

Physics: All 6 units

Pilot 4t year Science options
World Lang 1& 2 All Units
Career & Ed

Art & Music

' Gulding Principles (Including HOW)

The highest level in our system is Reviewed, meaning that the materials for that

Instructlonal cycle (currlculum gulde, unit map, commaon assessments and rubrles have

all been piloted and the resulting student work collaboratively reviewed). This reflects

our collective philosophy that curriculum in the 21% century is dynamic. As we teach

writers in kindergarten, When vou think vou're done, vou've onfy just begun (Lucy

Calkins, 2012). It’s been an important lesson for all of us. We earnestly work to

complete currlculum documents only to discover when collabaratively analyzing student

assessment results, that perhaps there’s a better way to sequence/cluster the standards

into units, or additional instructional resources to add, or that an assessment question

doesn’t directly measure the standard as well as we thought. The resulting

11
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conversations about student learning are invigorating for teachers, and set us on a path
of continuous improvement. This is our goal and the same kind of growth model we

aspire to for students in a proficiency based system.

RSU #38 administrators have strategically designed a proficiency based system that
provides professional development, in-depth understanding of standards and
instructional strategies, and supports for teachers, students, and parents. This extension
will allow us time to fully pilot a sound standards-based system in ELA and Mathematics
in grades K-8 while we continue to work on the development of the system in grades 9-

12 and in other content areas and the guiding principles.

9. Describe the system of supports you have in place for middle school students when
proficiency is not demonstrated. Describe your plan for growing the system of
supports into the high school. Limit your description to 1000 words (approximately 2

pages single spaced or 4 pages double spaced) and attach evidence to support the
description referencing the name of the document(s) and specific page(s).

Critaria:

¢ Clear description of the practices/protocols for improving student performance
and ensuring feedback is timely, specific to each student and delivered when and
where It has the most henefit

+ Clear description of practices for regular monitoring of student progress

+ Clear description of equity of opportunity for support in any content area and
Guiding Principle

System of Supports for Student Learning at Middle Level
We have an altarnative education tearm for 77 and 8 grade students who have demonstrated a

need for a different way to learn and be assessed. We are In the process of beglnning to develop
altermative Instructianal methods and assessments for this population of students to be able to
show proficlency.

Maranacook Middle Schoal has a RTI Intervaentionlst for math and reading. We have a procass [n
place for Identifying students who require these services and review thelr assessments every six
weeks to evaluate their progress. Based on those results, they may move in and out of the RTI
intervention. We have a RT| coordinator who tracks all of the data.

12
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Each team offers a 45 minute dally tutorial time for students to wark with teachers, All teachers
are available during this time to assist students who are struggling with meeting standards. All
students are In thelr own team teachers’ rooms where they may seek asslstance. A Uniflad Arts
persan s assigned to each t2am so that teams can offer small group tutorlals far students who
need more Individualized attention, Other teachers may request to see students or students
may request to see any teachers during this time.

Wa offer a small group setting for homework help after school two times per week. Teachars,
parents or students can request that a student attend. There is an Ed Tech 3 there to oversee
and asslst students with thelr wark.

We have recently been awarded the GEAR UP grant to support disadvantaged students. This
grant is designed to assist students in grades 7-12 in becoming college ready. We are just
starting this grant and foresee It helping students who may not otherwlse have support In order
to meet standards and graduate from high schoal.

System of Supports at High School:

At Maranacook Community High School we have worked very hard over the past year to support
students as they work towards proflclency. We have approached the move towards proficlency
as a district and one of the best examples of thisis a new schedule for the high school/middle
school campus for 14-15, which Includes comman meeting times. Teachers at the high school
have common planning time and can meaet with thelr counterparts at the middle school during
that time as well. Additicnally, this has allowed students at the middle school to access services
at the high schocl and vice versa. Currently there are 11 middle school students who attend a
forelgn language ar math class at the high schoal. Additionally one kigh schoal student accesses
a math program at the middle school and ene of the high schocl ferelgn language teachers,
teaches one class at the middle school. This arrangement facllitates communlcation, course
allgnment, and conslstent expectations for proflclency, 6-12.

This year the high school Implemented a flexible time bullt Into the middle of the day called
focus time. Durlng focus time we use a web based application called EdYOUsehed. This
application allows teachers to tag students to come see them during focus time to provide
academic support.

Plans to Expand the System at High 5chool:

Interventionists: We have included a Math Interventionist and a Literacy |nterventionist in the
budget for next year (15-16) to weork with any student who requires a Tier 2 level interventicn.
Woe anticipate that screening will allow suppert for students who are two standard deviations
below the average for SBAC testing, or below the 21% Ile on NWEA's. The Interventlonlists will
each teach companlon classes to support students who are also In a Math or English core class.
For the winter 2014 NWEA scores, 12% of the 9™ grade and 13% of the 10" grade placed below
the 21%ile in math. For the winter 2014 Reading scores 15% of the 8% graders and 16% of the
10" graders scared below the 21%lle,

13
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Compass Learning: We are also budgeting to use programs such as Compass Learning to provide
specific lesson plans for students In need of the maost targeted Interventlon. Compass Learning Is
allgned with the Common Core so the lessons will help our students meet skllls they have not
grasped. Compass Learning will be run by our RTI coordinator. Advisors and teachers will having
access to students’ progress as well,

SBAC Digital Library: Qur teachears will also be taking advantage of the SBAC Digital Library and

some of the modules provided in it to help come up with mere supports for students missing
gaps in some of the standards we expect our students to have by the time they graduate.

E-Backpack: We are succassfully plloting the use of E-Backpack across content areas for the
2014-15 school year. This program allows for students to have all of their homewoerk for each
class available to them anywhere they have access to the Internet. It also allows parents to
more easily see not only what was assigned for homewaork, but also print it. Additionally, the
program allows students to submit their completed assignments right on the website. The
teacher In Art| has students create proficlency based Journal entrles In EBac and World
Language teachars have had students create video clips to documeant speaking and lstaning
proflclency. Lastly, teachers can embed online supparts to help students better understand
concepts taught in class.

Proficiency-Based Diploma Transition Funds

10. Identify the approximate percentage of the 2013-2014 proficiency-based transition
funds and how these were applied to proficiency-based education expenditures
in the following areas:
+ Policy: none
*  Practice and Community Engagement;
Members of the RSU #38 staff and administrative team researched several available
data collection systems that could be used to track student prograess towards meeting
state standards. We initially determined that Mastery Connect provided the best system
for our needs. In Summer 2014 thirty teachers recelved training. The entlre amount,
511,050.20, of the proflclency funds was dedlcated toward securing a district llcense for
thls systemn, which required an additional commltment of $2,949.80 from the general
fund to secure.

After a data managemeant and reporting system, our second priority was to work
Intensively with high school staff to complete grade nlne currleulum unlts, commeoen
assessments, and cemmaon rubrics. Appreximately 80% of this year’s anticipated
allocation (10,434.85) was expended to fund proficiency-based collaborative curriculum

work during the summer of 2014.

One-year Carry Over: none

14
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11. Provide a description of the intended impact for your transition funds. Attach a
budget for the 2014-2015 transition funds and any 2013-2014 transition funds
that were carried over after June 30, 2014. For each expense, identify the amount
and date by which it will be expended. Limit your description to 1000 words
(approximately 2 pages single spaced or 4 pages double spaced). Attach
a budget document and limit the budget document to 2 pages.

Critaria:

+ Clear description of intended impact for your use of transition funds
+ Budget aligns to intended impact

By the end of first trimester of Fall 2014 it became apparent that Mastery Connect was
not going to be able to dellver on some essentlal elements of our contract (l.e.
caleulating proflclency based on Powerlaw). Fortunately, It was a mutual agreement to
zavar the tie and Mastary Connect rafunded us $8,550. This allowed us to change to a
contract with JumpRope, the runner up choice. JumpRope gave us a discounted cost for
the first year as we came online mid year.

lumpRepe tralning for the coaching team happened In mid Dec. 2014 and for staff In
grades 5, 8, and 9 In January, 2015. Those grade levels will be plloting the system In ELA
and Math for the remainder of the year. Through JumpRope teachers will enter
students’ scores on priority standards and indicators, and will be able to access progress
reports, proficiency reperts, end e preficiency transcript by the end of high schoal. In
addltien the system Includes a portal through which parents will be able to access a
report that will provide information on their student’s progress towards meeting the
standards.

Second-year Balance: 55,032,

It's antlclpatad that the remalning funds will be used to continue that work In
noncontractual days during or following the 2014-15 school year. (See Proficiency-

based Diploma Transition Grant chart below and attached Controct with Jump Rope.)

15
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PROFICIENCY BASED DIPLOMA TRANSITION GRANT

Revenue - 2013-2014 Grant 11,050.20

Expenditure - MastervConnect Subscription | (11,050.20)

Balance - 6/30/14 -

Revenue - 2014-2015 Grant 11.416.65
Refund - Mastery Connect 12/2/14 8,550.20
Jump Rope Subscription (4,500.00)
Expenditure - Additional Days Paid (10,434.85)

Balance - 01/21/13 5,032.00

16



Option 3 Authorization Page

Annually the SAU will provide evidence of progress and will submit an extension renewal
request to the Maine DOE by July 1.This request will include:

s evidence of progress toward the identified annual benchmarks;

¢ goals and benchmarks for continued progress over the next school year toward the
awarding of diplomas based on proficiency of the standards of the eight content areas
and the standards of the Guiding Principles; and

» 2 budget for use of additional proficiency-based diploma transition funds.

We certify that the information contained in the extension application accurately reflects the
current status of our implementation of proficiency-based diplomas.

We certify that the criteria for awarding a diploma beginning after July 1, 2020 will be the
following criteria from Maine Revised Statutes 20-A §4722-A:

A. Demonstrate that the student engaged in educational experiences relating to English
language arts, mathematics and science and technology in each year of the student’s
secondary schooling;

B. Demonstrate proficiency in meeting state standards in all content areas of the system
of learning results established under section 6209;

C. Demonstrate proficiency in each of the Guiding Principles set forth in department
rules governing implementation of the system of learning results established pursuant

to section 6209; and

D. Meet any cther requirements specified by the governing body of the school
administrative unit attended by the student.

W«:Lf (/WWL ow (5™

Supermtendent of Schools Date
e f/z:%y
Chair of School Board Date

17
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RSU #38 Maranacook Area Schools
Recommendations for Science Curriculom, K-12
Science Curriculum Committed, K-12

fanuary 7, 2015

Committee Members!

Maricy Harrimtan, Curdculum Coordinator, K-12
Katte Canwag, Gr. 2 Teacher; RES

febocea Heney, Gr. % Teacher, RES

Janyie Kravetz, G5, 3 Teacher, WES

Robin Terrell, Gr, K Tescher, MES

Sharri Pellatier, Gr. 6-8 Science Teacher, MMS
MaryElian Tracy, Gr. 68 Sciance Teacher, MMS
Joan Roesner, Biology Teacher, MCHS
Rokin Westoott, Pi"wsics' Teachet, MCHS

Pat Godin, Gifted & Talented Teacher, K-12, MVES

The members of this K12 Cormmittes are all dedicated teachers of stience who are committed
o developing a vgorous, prgaging science curdoulsm for RSUHIB studenty, Thoy approached
this task in a most professional way, generously modeling lessons that exemplify the new
standards, enthusiastically sharing thelr experlences with students, candidly and respectfully
s‘l'“x-miﬁngg‘-‘thf it conceris and quéstions, and eptimistically deveting their personal time and
energy to developing the recommendations of the commitice,

L thank them sincaraly for t‘%je‘.ﬂm‘enﬁiw titne ang effart they have put into this
K-12 endeavor.

Nangy Harfimat, Curricutum Coordingtor

Compnittee Facititator
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PURPOSE: The K-12 Science Committer was charged with developing a standards-
hiased vertically aligned cuiticuium,

- The' Commlttes met abeut six times between fune 2004 and January 2015 (often for 35 hours.
at a time) to review current sclence curriculuin, ledrs about the Next Generation Science
Standars, and formlate reconmmendations for a “consistent rigorous K-12 seience curriculum®
for Gur district,

mml W nf t!m ltMJ it «m "m"

nmg,h“ Plan:
rgorens cirelcudum

jR.HCC)‘MM‘E‘N]ﬂA‘TﬁIﬂN i

1) Base RSU #38 Sciepce Curricwlunm on the Next Geperation Science Standards.

The Commiftes agraed that our curdedum should be based on the Next Generation Scienge
Standards rather than the 2007 Maine Learning Results for Science which were used
previousty, Why? The Next Gen standards are corrent {2012), were developed by experts, and
have been benchmarked at ar international lavel, The g cval of the Mekt Generation Sciengr
Standards {NGSS) is to transform howw lsarming occurs, Hmw"’:f

Teachers will shift from teacher-as-teller to teacheras-facilitator, Cutricilum content will shift
from a predlorminant focus on lower-arder thinking to more complex thinking — Rather than
mémorizing science facts andvocabulary definitions, students will be reguired to hypothestze,
Investigate, analyre, and make inferences about science. "The Maxt Goneration Sclence
Standards require students to engage In doing sdence by modeling, analyzing, and designing.”
(Marshall; Jeff, Educational Leadership, ASCD, Vol 72, No, 4, Dac, 2014 an, 2015, p. 21).

Thies fm Frite Te efganized to support this instructionat shift by Identifying:

Disciplinary Core Itheas —~the “big wleas” within domains (physicalsclence, life science,
gurth and spoce scierice, antd pngineering and technofogy} an d topic areas that we expect
students to understand with increasing complexity as they progress through the grades

Crosscutting Concepts ~ concepts that apply across domains in scince and other
subjects dre made axplielt to help students ma ke connactions

Practices ~ behaviors that scientists and ehgineery use in their investigations and work
{the Next Gen sclence practices carmplerent & ovotlap with-the Cormon Core math and fiteracy
proctices)

Content Standards - statements of what studenty are expected to know and be able 1o
do in each domain of stienve

The Next Gen standards emphasize mathods for solving everyday problems using processes
from engineering, tools for scientific Inguity, and technology. The purpose of thisis

to strengthen the science gducotion provided to K-12 students by moking the connections
Betwern wngineering, technology, and applications of sclence explicit . 204}
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) Develop a standing K-12 Science Committee to vertically coordinate scicnee
ediscation, frrchunddiveg:
g Pevetoprment, implementation 8 review of RS WIR Seience Curdculm
o Professional development for colleagues
o Shariag of resources
o Analysis of student work and achievemant in seience, K12
o Innovative projects, parkierships & practices inscipnce sdication

#) Develop, pilot, and implement a standards-based science curriculum that
incndes: '
o Roomon sclence units & assessiments® per grade level for K-%
o @ eomimon assessments® per i} fm--g;;'ra-dﬁ%sirm:.‘i?)
o @ common seience units 8

ssments® per course feurreatly Earth Systeims
Seience, Bivlogy, and Physics) for 9412
w Units will include inguiry-hased “real ife" science investigations balanced with
- direct instruction in core cancepts, vocabulary, and apglications

eemmen assessmernts of selenve standards for determining proficiency

4) Recommended topics for units per level/course:

i grades K-5, thematic science units will integrate piriority standards from one or more
gisciplinary cote ideas. Whert appropriate they will be coordinated with math, writing, and
reading units on curiiculion maps (e Writiag Lab Reports, Measirement Concepts in Math),
Whether ol schools would teach the sarme units ot a grade fevel st the same tme ts to be
détermined,

I grades 6-8, thematic enits developed by each Team through the Beane process would
integrate priority standards fromyone of more disciplinary core ideas. The units would be
delivered through lnterdisciplinary “Core” classes that typically would be coordinated with:
math, welting or reading units. Each Team delermines the unigue thematic focus of Core
classes based on student interests and standards not yet addressed, and thusthe sequence of
units with vary by Team,

tn grades 917, after much debate, the MOHS Sclence Dept, s recomevending the currant
selence course seguence continue (Earth Systems Science, Biology, and Physies) with updated
Mext Gen Science Standards-hased content. The attached curriculum Ruicles are the ﬁtﬁ:ﬁt‘ dyaft
of possible units to address priokity standards in those courses.

However, additional changes may be required 1o meet. the full intest of the Profickency Law
{see #6 below),

Draft Curriculum Guides for K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6-8; and 812 Earth Systems Science, Blology, and
Physics are provided in APPENDIX A, The Guides show the priordty standards to be addressed.
angd student outcomes for esch unit, I addition, the ¥.5 guides show examples of how
disciplinary core ideas and practices from the NOSS standards would be interwovan into units.
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5} Provide resources to support professional developrrent, instructional resources,
and t"m*r*immm wm*k imw S tlm R'sli #‘M wimwv 4?“ m*r*imhm*x N ;nlmwd im over &,}w

- next few years, -

h Brifteitsl
mm st then revise ¥ common | Earih
| sssessments for 6-8

plament 2 revised wiits

1 faplément 4 roviged
| &pilota 3 unit pergrade

& pilot 2 more dssessments

1 Phy

' and somimon as msmcmtﬂ arml Piiﬂt
3 ot
1 BiotPiat 1 unit & common

EtA e o

1 Phyﬁ us P;lmt 7 units & commion

,‘ Earth ﬁsw ; impl@mmﬁrﬁ rmﬂmd
1 units & common assessinents.
i Blon implersent 3 units & corimon

asgessthents & pilol 2 more

{ Physics: Implement 3 revised umm&

ot adh

ies: impletiient & revised ur 8-t

| & comman assessients

J Pliot % year Sclence aotions

As stianice units aré impiemented, additional instructional materiats will likely be required, such
as laby equipmaent, scientific toots, and-leveled up to date science reatling materials. 1t is

!”(LC(‘&H‘F&WWHd@d that buitdings inventory seisnce materials on band to see what is usable,
d be shifted to another grade level, and what rriy e ovtdated, A distriet wide

CUL]

what

conversation is recommended to discuss the allocation of funds to-abitain Instructional
materials that are essential for the implementation of scence units:
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Professional development for all teachers who teach sclence will be crucial, Concepls in

seience and technology are complex and continuously evolving. Opportunities to participate in
- probserve inguiry-based fessons for the disciplinary core ideds 1o hie taupht 81 essential, in

arder to effectively structure and factiitate similar types of activities. These can take place

through workshops and peer abservations,

6) Continue administrative support for collaboration mmong science teachers, K-12.
Feir the past two years, administration has been suppirtive in providing time, opportunit
and resoyrces for teachers to engape In-professional conversations around science practices,
content, and pedagogy. This collaboration between elementary and High school teachers has
resultad iy improving test scores, increased taacher confidence, and aceess to national
professional development, Members of the RSU #38 collaborative (our ¥-12 teachers) have

& a&,r‘tﬁmip-mt&-d i ook studivs, joint fesson pl anrting o nel.co-te ﬂ';ﬂlmlrz\ﬁjl and presepted to the
Mational Selence Teachers' Assodiation's National Conference,

’?) Evalunte n*a,mmxrmnﬁmiﬂm for changes in graduation véguirements for science,

.lplnﬁr.ﬂ km i ﬂm g wd e

]

m L‘iun

Starting s wnh this vear's Freshman class (class of "18} students Ehcm!d fm vsmgfxg@d m seiene
technology education in sach year of high school. Students sre expected to take the three
currently required courses: Earth Systerms Science, Biology, and Physics. Acceptable ogtions for
seience and rechnndogy educational expariences in any subseguent years would include:

sclence ur tachinology courses, internskips that Incorporate appHed science or technology, CATC
programs that incorporate applied science or technology, or college courses in stience or
technology.

Diata on-which options students in the class.of "18 and 19 access in grades 11-12 together with

plot data from proficiency-based common assessiments could then be used to evaliate further
nesdad changes in graduation. reguirgments, 1Us possible that 3 witl be v cary to add &

reguirad course {i.e. themistry) Mowever, we want to preservi choice ard aceess-to advancerd

courses in stience for students-who have metthe standards by the end of 11" gradé or soaner.

All seience eurriculum units for the three required high schoolcourses should have been
developed, piloted, and revised as needed prior to making a determination whether each
student in the class of 2021 has met proficiency reguirentents For gradoation, /4 should be our
podl to develop alternate pathways, as needed, based on pilel-data fromearlier classes,
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Relerences

Carmittee on Conceptual Pramework for the Mew K-12 Scierce Education Standavds; Natlonsl
Research Cosnel, (2012} A Framework for 12 Stlepce BEducation: Practices, Crossoutting
Contapts, and Core ieas, National Avademias Press.,

Marshall, 1. Educationat Leadership, 72 (4], Dec. 2014/)an. 2015.A5CD, , p, 21
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K1,23,4,5

ﬁ“:’ {‘3

5221 Barth Systems Science (Semester | & 1)

Molopy

Phyysics
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r. 6-8 Sample Theme & Standard Connections
. for SCIENCE Core Units .

| Theme

A Possible Standards

Addressed

| Other Possible Conterit Area

Standards

| Food/Farmm to Table

MEPSIA &8, ESS2,
ESS3, 182, ETS1

MSPRIA SR ESS2

MEPSIA &8, ETS1 1!

LS

MSPS2, E181

Roller Coasters/Skate
Parks

MEPE2 ETS

Mﬁmfﬁ-}a  MISPS3

CCES.M 65P

Technology

MSPSE2, ETST
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Future

MEFS2, ETS1, E&GE1,

MLRSSAZ MERSS B,

jm 52, ESS3

;-M&.,imsm Mur“’m?x E1
WSPS4, ESS1 ;

Earth

isz L84, E%m ESS2,
mm o1

jeristy

 Animals/Planis/Biodiv

LS1, 152, 1S3, L84,
ESS2, ESS3, ETSY, ETS

2, ET83

MERSS B, MLRDZ,

ICOBS MBRP.COSEM, 7G1.CC8
.;FE COSS.ELA Literatire. 7.1

SMG |

|Reaso

(enetics

LB3A, L8313, 184, ETST

CCBS.M.76P, CCB8 M BSP
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REU# 38 CURRICULUM GUIDE Science: Biology Grade 10

e Pty o Stutdent Outcomes.

. .'.l:'ll'ml”lflél}ﬁ?ffll(;mlit .'.l:‘-‘lﬁﬁ-%l:.uﬁ;%-z. H‘MJM»E | ‘” .1.% 1 !1imimtwmwmw*ummm m

T ab . :« Tonvetions basad on evidence abont frotors 1
| Relationships 'g' bicdiversity and populations in ecosys af
| | S84, | HS-LE 204, Uise mathomatical representation

support elaims o the cyeling of matter and Sow of energy
SREONE CTZANTSMS I an coasysiom,

ML S5,

: Develop.a model to Hlustrate the role of
| phutosythesis and collular respis cyeling of eatbon
among the Biosphere, dtmosphere; liydrosphere, and peosphere.,

s

EHS-LS2-T, | BS-LS2-7, Degign, eviluate, and refing g solitien for |
| reducing the inipacts of humsan activities on the enviramnmer
] Bodiversity,

RS Cite specific textual evidence when wr Hing-or speaking to
- support congiisions drawn. Trom fhe tegt,

| Natural HE-LS4-1 ll,-llﬁﬁul.Jﬁ-dul-p- Congtruct an ¢;!:-:sq:whx..rrz,a.ﬁ:iﬁ:i,s:ﬁ:i l:xmmﬁ[ on evicdenes tat |,
For w  on ‘ | fhe process of évolution primartly resuhis trom four factors
Selection and | the potential for a species to incrvase in mumber, “*) U 3

EVﬂhniﬂﬂ Heviti enetic variation of mtimdtuik i & sp

' , mwtation and sexwal rwlmiu ot
R, x:lﬂk* M Hw pml

| H5-1.54-8

RST.4. sas they are used d

Fgurative me

v femt, inchuding
HIEs.

ST 8 Diefineate and s

"N, ir .g‘* Nwm};dny af th
Cand s u[hmmwy of the évidence,

WHST A

| fopies neing vatid ressoring ANL relevant and
- evidetice.
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 Matter and HS 151-5
i Energy in A
Organisms and B8 ?“”‘*‘“-’*r‘“‘*“"*’??f | 1ode! '

i s aechendicad pro .,w.l-w:mby 1.1.1&; lu\ iz, mul

.l‘fwﬂ-(my stems 1 oxypen v e Brokes and t in ey u.ampnund"g
; ‘ o Tormed resulting b anet wanstey of energy.

| HS152-4 HS-LS2-4,  Use mathematical representations to support
i for the eyeling of matter aod flow of energy among
OYEANISMS i1 6N BCOSYSTEM,.

HS-LA2:5.  Dlevelop a model to Hllostrate the role of ,
| photosymthests and collalar respiration in the eyeling of carbon
amang e bosphire, abmosphere, bydrosphere, and geospbere.

HS-L52-5

Inheritance HS-151-4

| X nd Va riation : 1tz-‘;f;i.in:m;i‘r.\i:ifn'gg mrt:iq;sl-iﬁ:ﬁ -'w;;x.:rg#.mmm.
of Traits
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‘Science Curriculum K-12 Feedback Farm

Nams: ..
Sehoit:

Grade Span (clrcta one), K5 &8 912

What ¢y you tike about sclence?.

What opportunities do you fee to integrate your interests/background
knowledge within the proposed currlcutum Coples/onits) #

How familiar are you with the Next Gen Sclence Standérdst

} 9 3 4
Tve heurd I coutd teach. | could plan. fassons | coutd offer o
thay exist therm with help for them on my own  quickshop for
others

What would help you make the transition from MLR based science instruction to
the Next Gen-based curriculumy

What guestions do you hoave?

Wheat other suggestions do you have?

We. value your fesdbacki Please return this to a Sclence Cammitiea member. or
Nancy Harriman by Wecds. Fab. 25. THANK YOUI
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PROFICIENCY-BASED GRADING
5/14/14

PRESENT: Donna Wolfrom, Jan Kolenda, Diane McGregor, Nancy Harriman, Barbara
Bourgoine, Sarah Caban

RECOMMENDATIONS:
4 PT SCALE:

4 Exceeds the standard -Evidence of standard at next level
3 Meets standard - Demonstrates standard independently
2 Partially meets - Approaching the standard
ORF nr.Scn ring - Meets with Assistance (i.e. cues from teacher)
1 Does not Meet - Attempts task, some evidence relevant to standard

0 No attempt

FOR 1st YEAR:
READING, WRITING & MATH Only

PROFICIENCY GRADEBOOKS organized by STANDARDS
o (OUTCOMES can be entered as SUBSTANDARDS)

o Enter scores by standard for Common Assessments only

o Multiple measures for each standard (would have to choose 2 other
Interlm measures like tasks or exit slips in Unit Plans)

o Unit Assessment would be most heavily “weighted”

UNIT PLANS, ASSESSMENTS, & “FORMAT” for each Grade Level's Proficiency Gradebook
would be set up at district level

Teachers would enter scores

ALL 9th graders

ALL TEACHERS K-9 for READING, WRITING, & MATH Common Assessment Scores?
LOW STAKES... Decide in Fall when/if to share Proficiency scores with Parents ?
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 Research-based Guidelines for RSU 38 CURRICULUM WORK
Guidelines for RUBRICS

Rubric~ a gulde listing specific criteria for grading or scoring academic papers,
projects, or tests

* Criteria derived from a priority standard {standuerd stated on rubric)

* Descriptive (expluin desired features of work)
Not evaluative (good, poor...not even close) Brookhart (2013)

* Based on a progression of learning (sequence of learning targets)
Clear description of what is required to move to next level

* Analytic - each standard or outcome rated separately; provides
Formative data about what is mastered and what requires more instruction

* General - description of work gives characteristics that apply to a whole family of
tasks (i.e. persuasive writing, problem-solving, )
Not task spectfic, can use the same rubric with many tasks

Guidelines for Common ASSESSMENTS
Asgess performances to demonstrate standards

All students In a course/grade level take the same common assessment

Performance on each priority standard scored separately (may be one part of an
analytic rubric that includes multiple related standards, i.e, knd of Unit Assessment)

Clear scoring criterfa — written scoring guides /rubrics
Data entry based on standards

Math suggested proportion of items (Achieve the Core site):
Procedural: 20%
Word problems: 20% K-5 25% 6-8 30% 9-12
Items address full intent of standard for THAT grade level
All 8 mathematical practices are represented (i.e. modeling, critiquing other 5
responses, communicating reasoning...)
Format does not cue students to use a certain solution process {unless you are
assessing students’ proficiency in u specific process - itke aree model)
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Proficiency-based Grading System

Multiple opportunities to demonstrate priority standards that are recorded
{1 3 scores on common assessments + 1 seore from teacher for formative assessments/assignments?)

Focus is on growth toward meeting course/grade standards
Most recent, summative assessments carry most weight

Students are Informed continually of their progress & what {s required to meet

MCMS & MMS ]oint Leadership Team Meeting 1/9/14

WHERE ARE WE GOING? - Donna
PROFICIENCY BASED DIPLOMA - Curriculum Tools are designed to
prepare us for that...

Teacher Evaluation - state says that 25% cof teacher evaluation can be
based on student achievement |

Decisions we’re going to have to make about what student assessment data
should be included for teacher evaluation

Assessment/Instruction Cycle - show process diagram PRE- POST

WORK THAT HAS BEEN DONE - Nancy
Priority Standards
{World Lang. ~ ACTFL); ELA Reading (6-8); Math (6-8 by grade level);

Curriculum Guide - STDS shown on Scope & Scquence chart
Unit Map - How will 5TDS be taught? Resources for teachers
Common Assessment w/ Rubric - How will STDS be assessed?

Samples: Gr.5 Math Curric. Guide, Unit Map, Common Assess & Rubric
Gr. 4 Literacy & 55 unit
Gr. 6-8 Informational Reading Assess. & Ruhric

& NEEDS TO BE DONE -
ELA Standards for §5, Sci + = Identify core strategies by March so can
start teaching them ... -
9t Grade common assessments -
Math, Eng, 5cl, §5, HE/PE, Arts, For. Lang.
& Guiding Principles
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&b.

REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT #38

MARANACOOK AREA SCHOOLS

STRATEGIC PLAN

2012 -2017
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Mission Statement

“A caring school community dedicated to excellence”

Vision Statement

Maranacook Schools will be safe, dynamic learning
communities where people of all ages will think, aspire,
and participate ac responsible citizens in an ever-
changing global society.

Guiding Principles

WE BELIEVE:
W Teachers, staff members, parents, and students are
life-long learners with a dedication to excellence and
an expectation of high achievement for all
8 All learners need a safe, respectful, positive
environment to achieve
#& Students need an evidence based, rigorous
curriculum that
¥ focuses on state standards

# promotes engagement

¥ provides a challenging range of courses,
experiences, and extra-curricular
activitles

» recognizes the needs, Interests, and
abilities of all learners

¥ blends the changing needs of society
with the needs of individual learners

» integrates technological advances and
collaboration

#® Parents and community members are a vital part of
our schools

# The assessment process measures growth and
improves the achievement of all learners

# The supervision and evaluation process encourages
and supports staff growth and development with
Individualized, comprehensive professional
development

Approved by RSU #38 Board of Directors: December 5,2012

T-385 PO@55/B133 F-255

RSU #38 Board of Directors

David Greenham, Chair
Lynette Johnson, Vice Chair
Michael Apaolito
Russell Evans

David Guillemette
Stephen Hayes

Lisa Montagna

Jason Morgan

Melissa O'Neal

Marie Radriguez
Bonnie Simcock
Madeline Show

School Administration

Dr. Donna H, Wolfrom
Superintendent

Dr. Nancy Harriman
Director of Curriculum, Assessment &
Instruction

Ryan Meserve
Director of Special Education

Jeffrey Boston, Principal
Readfield & Wayne Elementary Schools

Dwayne Conway, Principal
Maranacook Community High School

Pia Holmes, Principal
Manchester & Mt. Vernon Elementary
Schools

Cathy Jacobs, Principal
Maranacaook Community Middle School

Barbara Bourgoine, Literacy Specialist
Sarah Caban, Math Specialist
Janet Kolenda, Technology Director

Stephen Vose, Director
Adult & Community Education
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RSU #38

“A caring school community dedicated to excellence”

In April 2010 over 70 community members met as a Futures Search Committee to discuss
the strengths and epportunities in RS0 #38 as well as the challenges that the district faced.
Ag a result of the work of this committee, a new Vision was developed and adopted in June,
2010, From September 2010 through March 2011 a committee met to develop long-term
and short-term goals based on the newly adopted Vision. The goals were adopted by the
RSU #38 School Board in April 2011,

In August 2012 a combined group of School Beard members and R5U #38 administrators
met to revisit the 2011 Vision and Goals, As a result of this meeting the Capstone
Statement, adopted in 2000, “a caring school community dedicated to excellence” was
instituted as the RS1) #38 Mission Statement, the Vision was revised, and a set of Guiding
Principles was developed. The present RSU #38 School Board and administrators
supported the work of the 2010 committee and agreed to continue to work toward the
goals created by that Futures Search Committee,

The 2012-2013 RSU #38 administrators analyzed various data, identified baseline data,
and developed both short-term and long-range measurable outcomes in support of the four
goals identified by the Futures Search Committee. These measureable outcomes are
described in the following pages.

RSU #38 is “a caring school community dedicated to excellence”. Although there are
challenges to avercome, we are dedicated to meeting our goals and ensuring increased
achievement for all learners. The Vision, Mission, Goals, and Qutcomes documents will be
used to drive the work of RSU #38 and will serve as the compass we use to navigate those
challenges that face our dlstrict.

F:\RSU 38 Goals Document 2012-2017.doc Page 1 of 24 Adapted 10/02/13
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Goal #1: Success for Every Student

T-385 PO@5T/B133 F-255

RSU #38 wlill develop and support rigorous, iInnovative educational programs that motivate,
challenge and engage students in order to promote incraased achiavemaent for all learnars.

Increased learning opportunities for all will be provided, based on needs, interests and abilities.
Students will take an active role in their learning and monitor their progress towards meeting
standards. Teachars will be provided with professional development opportunities in order to
effactively address the needs of students with varying learning styles and abilities.

The following outcomes and data points are aligned with the state standards:

Qutcomes
Program 2012-2013 2013-2014 2016-2017
Increase number of 4 at MCHS; 20 at Virtual | 5 at MCHS 6 at MCHS
AP courses offered. Hizh School
[ncrease % of 56 students 15% 20%
students taking AP 13.8%
courses.
Implementation of Additlon of position of | Students and Students assume

district standards
based learning systerm
that provides for
personalized learning
opportunitics and
promiotes individual

Director of Curriculum,
Assessment, and
Instruction

Completion of K-5 pilot

teachers are able to
articulate standards

Development /

they are working on.

ownership/
responsibility for
meeting standards.
Teachers act as coaches,

Full implementation of

student progress. on standards based implementation of standards-based
Geaorgia Math units. atleast 3 standards | curriculum and
hased units per reporting system.
Development of at least | grade/class (Gr. 6-
3 K-5 teachers 12)
standards based ELA
units per grade level All K-5 ELA/Math Personalized learning
units are hased on opportunities are
6-8 teachers identify standards. (K-5) embedded in the
standards addressed in currleulum.
units,
Provide MELMAC grant

oppartunities that
may lead to post
semndary SUcCCess,

Callege visits for grade
10 and 11.

One dual enrollment
class (French) is offered
with KVCC,

Students have option to
enroll in college
courses,

Students participate in
PSAT and SAT exams.

Increased number
of classes/programs
that also provide
dual enraellment
(college-level)
and/or certification
to at least 2.

Develop a standards
based mentoring

Increased number of
classes/programs that
also provide dual
enrollment (college-
level) and/ar
certification to at least
4,

[ncreased % of
students taking SATs
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and internship twice
program,
Students can meet
standards through
mentoring and/or
internship programs.

Winter 2012: 31% of 55% of students 1009% of students will
students involved in involved in extra- be involved in an extra-
extra-curricular curricular curricular or athletic
activitles/athletlcs: activitles/athletlcs | experience at the
Middle school: 34% at the high school middle school and at the
Higzh School: 31% and middle school. high school.

Core programs will Alternative ed. District-wide Full implementation of

meet the needs ofall | programs address the approach to district-wide approach

students needs of some students. | educational to aducational

experiences that experiences that meet

meet the needs of all | the needs of all learners.
learners is haing
explored and Priorities will focus
developed, resources on success for
all students.

Some teachers have The development of | All teachers will be
been trained in a professional trained in learning
differentiation. development plan strategies/
that will inform the | differentiation in order
practice of all to address the needs of
teachers in meeting | students with varying
the needs of abilities and learning
students with styles,
various learning
styles and abllities,
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Goal #2: Rigorous Instructional Program

RSU #38 wlill develop and implement consistent, rigorous curriculum resulting in high levels
of student performance,

All students will Increase thelr academic performance and will be prepared for career, post-
secondary education and life pathways. The Maine learning standards will be implemented to
ensure consistent and rigorous expectations for all students. Teachers will deliver instruction using
evidence hased professional practice that motivates and challenges all students and will be
supported by on-going professional development, Use of universal screening tools and curriculum-
based assessments will ensure continuous progress towards meeting standards, Timely support
will be provided for students not meeting grade level expectations,

Qutcomes:

Increased percentage of students Proficlent on Maine Assessment

Grade Basellne 2010-2011 2013/2014 2016/2017
Grade 5 Reading 66% 71% 76%
Grade 5 Math 42% 47% 52%
(irade 7 Reading 59% 83.5% 88%
Grade 7 Math 50% 72% 76%
Grade 11 Reading A% 50% &0%
Grade 11 Math 45% 55% 65%

Increased percentage of stud ents meeting grade level benchmarks in (Developmental
Reading Assessment) DRA

K-2 Baseline Fall 2012 May 2014 May 2017
Grades K NA 94% Q6%
Grades 1 92.6% 04 96%
Grade 2 68% 80% B7%
Grade 3 74.4% 80% 87%
Grade 4 62.3% 75% 85%
Grade b 79.7% 85% 93%

Increased percentage of Disadvaniaged students who are Proficlent and Proficient with
Distinction on Maine assessment

Grade Baseline 2010-2011 20113-2014 2016-2017
Elementary Reading 63% 66% 69%
Elementary Math 459 51% 57%

Middle S¢hool Reading 52% 56% &60%
Middle School Math 499% 55% 61%
High School Reading 33% 42% 52%
High School Math 33% 42% 52%
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Increased percentage of Students with Disabilities who are Proficlent and Proficlent with
Distinction on Maine assessment

Grade Baseling 2010-2011 2013-2014 2016-2017
Elementary Reading 42% 47% 53%
Elementary Math 29% 33% 38%

Middle School Reading 14% 16% 18%

Middle School Math 14% 16% 18%

High School Reading 25% 31% 40%

High School Math 38% 47% 57%
Increasad high school graduation rate

Basellne 2010-2011 2013-2014 2016-2017

High School Graduation | 76% 83% 20%

Rate

Increased percentage of students completing Algebra 2 by the end of grade 12,

Baseline 2010-2011 2013-2014 2016-20117
% of students completing | 73% 79% 85%
Algebra 2 by the end of
orade 12

Davalopmant and implamentation of a clear and consistent curriculum along with a strong

instructional program that will promote student achievement.

Expectation

2013-2014

2016-2017

Curriculum

Math and ELA are aligned with
Commeon Core Standards

All curriculum aligned with
Maine Standards

[nstruction/Assessment

All content areas implementing
Commen Core Reading and
Writing standards.

Commeoen Core Math and ELA
standards are assessed. K-35
[mplementation of K-5 Writing
curricula, Writing prompts
developed, administered,
scored.

All curriculum areas are
accountable for assessing
Common Core Reading and
Writing standards.
Common Core Math and
ELA standards are assessed
K-12,

All content areas focus
instructional units on content
standards.

All cantent areas assess
students on content
standards,

Professional Development

Aligned with Common Core and
Maine standards.

Begin to differentiate
professional development to
meet teacher needs,

Merge PD with teacher
evaluation system

Focused on individual
teacher needs.

Fully integrated with
teacher evaluation system,
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Increasaed performance in alternative pathways to high school and post secondary

experiences,

Data Source: Adult Education

Baseline 2010-2011

2013-2014

2016-2017

Accuplacer Reading

68.8 72

75

Accuplacer Math

51.7 62

65

Accuplacer Sentence 8kills

519 65

72

Accuplacer Algebra

39.5 50

63

CASAS [Comprehensive
Adult Student Assessment
System) Level C Reading

239 242

246

CASAS [Comprehenslve
Adult Student Assessment
System) Level C Math

224 235

244

[ncrease the number of “stop
outs” (students who left
school and have been out for
an extended time) who
receive thair GED or high
school diploma.

Development of system of support services for general education students not meeting

grade level benchmarks,

RTI (Regponse to | K-2 RTI Math Develop comprehensive | RTI
[ntervention) Reading Recovery K-12 RTI system for Implementation of
[grade 1) academics and behavior | comprehensive RTI
Title 1/RTI Literacy K-8 | for students not system for K-12
RTI Math 6-8 meeting grade level academics and
RTI system partially benchmarks. behavior for all
developed students not
meeting grade lavel
benchmarks.
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Goal #3: Schools as Welcoming Community Centers

T-385 POB6Z/B133 F-255

RSU #38 wlll establish our schools as welcoming centers of our communities, reaching out to
all community members and any group or organization that may suppeort the RSU inour
efforts to be a caring school community dedicated to excellence.

The following outcomes are aligned with RSU #38's Mission and Vis{on Statements and Guiding
Principles in order to promote our schools and facilities as community centers. RSU #38 is
committed to opening additional avenues of communication with cur communities, to expanding
volunteer/mentoring opportunities, to offering more parent education opportunities, and to
expanding programs for 3 and 4 year olds.

Outcomes

Program 2012-2013 2013-2014 2016-2017
Effective Implementing use of Chalkboard re- Strong in and
communications social media to receive establighed. outgoing

between school and
community

and give information
from/to district,
Community survey.

Wehsite revised.

communication with
the community.

Established system
for accepting and
training volunteers,

Baseline number of
volunteers established:
Valunteer application
process revised.

District-wide volunteer
application process
implemented.
District-wide volunteer
arlentatlon process
daeveloped.
Distriet-wide K-12
volunteer handbook
developed.

Increase number of
volunteers,

Increase in number
of volunteers.

Volunteer
arientation process
implemented.

Development of
community
mentoring
oppertunities

Identify community
mentors,

Begin to develop system
for mentoring system
Implementation.

Pilot community
mentoring system.
Community mentoring
system developed,

System matching
community mentors
with students fully
implemented,

Education
opportunities for 3
and 4 year olds

Playgraups at Readfield
and Mt. Vernon.

PreK available for
students.

Explore and develap
plan for district-wide 3-
year old program,

PreK available in
hometown schools for
all interested students.

Targeted 3 year old
program developed.

Publicize 3 year old
programs,
(Community and
school newsletters)

Effective parent
education

Common Core
information program
January 30, 2013,

Incorporate parent
education into planned
parent activities: open
houses, conferences,
student performances,
webslte resources.

[ncrease number of
parent education
oppertunities.
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Expansion of the
gcope of and
community
participation in
Adult Education

Adult Education
program in place.

Exploration of -pcssible
adult education course
expansion by meeting
with community groups,
Adult education classes
offered at alternate
times (Ex: daytime)

[ncrease # of
participants
involved in RSU #38
Adult Education
program.
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Goal #4: Accountability for all

T-385 POBG4/B133 F-255

RSU #38 wlll establish a system of clear accountability that ensures that all goals are met.

All members of the school community are respensible for uphelding the Mission and Vision
statements of RSU #38. RSU #38 uses an evaluatlon system for teachers and administrators to
ensure that the Guiding Principles are fulfilled. Board members share in the accountability process
through their policy and budget decisigns. Participation by community members is a vital part of
our schools and their work supports the accountability process. The identified outcomes further
support the framewaork in place so that RSU #38's goal of accountability can be achieved,

Outcomes;

Program

2013-2014

2016-2017

Development,
implementation and
adaption of teacher
evaluation system.

Pilot teacher evaluation system
in place.

Full implementation of teacher
evaluation system.

Development,
implementation and
adoption of administrative
evaluation system.

Pilot administratoer evaluation
system in place,

Full implementation of
administrator evaluation
systerm,

Implementation of a system
far the evaluation of
Academic Goals.

Review of data

Report to School Board

Review of data

Report to School Board.

Implementation of a system
of Board Accountability.

Budget developed based an
Mission/Vision/ Guiding
Principles.

Audit of budget decisions/What
warked? What didn't?

Audit of policy and budget
decisions based on
Mission/Vislon/Gulding
Principles.

[mplementation of a system
of Community
Accountahility.

Catalog of available
community volunteers in
existence,

Audit of Communlty
[nvolvement Opportunities

Revision and update of catalog
of available community
volunteers

Increase PTOs/Parent
grganizations awareness of
Mission/Vision/Guiding
Principles.

Audit of community
participation.

[ncreased opportunities for
community involvement

Implementation of catalog use
to match menters with
students.

PTQ/Parent organlzation work
supports
Mission/Vision/Guiding
Principles.

[ncreased numbers of
cormmunity members
participating in school/district
avents.

Student Accountability

Design State of the School Event

[mplementation of State of the
Schaol Event.
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ROBU #38 CURRICGULUM, INSTRUGCTION & ASSESSMENT DESIGN

ANNUAL STATE ASSESSMENTS
m

i
[ District Benchmark Assessmants

; {Formative / Summative)
i)

Unit-hased Common
Post-Assessment & Data
Review process
(Formative & Summative)

CURRICULAR UNITS
Engaging Learning Experiences
based on Unwrapped Priority
Standards, Big ldeas, Essential

Ongoing Formative 1!
Assessment of i
Progress

of Instructional
Strategies

]

Effective

| Questions | e —
Instruction & L B e N Differentiation,

Differentiation

\\J and Support

Unit-hased Common Pre-Assessments
(formative)
and Data Review Process

I
CURRICULUM GUIDES
- Scope & Sequence of Units for each

Content Area and Gradespan

Strategies

PRIORITY STANDARDS
Supporting Stendards

i
CONTENT & SCHOOL STANDARDS

Adapted from Ainsworth: Rigorous Curriculum Design Allghment Diagram, 2010
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Middle School Trimester 2 Pre-assessment for Informational Text 1

Name Date Team Period

Excerpt from FDR and the Great Depression by Russell Freedman

(1) While Roosevelt waited to take office, the depression grew worse by the day, Four months
would pass between his election in Novemnber and his inauguration the following March. During
that gloomy winter, the country was gripped by uncertainty and fear,

(2] Across the land, factories lay idle and farmers burned crops they could net sell. As much as a
third of the nation's work force was unemployed. No one knew exactly how many people were
out of work.

(3) Uneasy about the future, bank depositors stood in long lines, waiting to withdraw their
savings, Since a bank uses most of the money it takes in to make loans, many institutions did not
have enough cash on hand to meet the massive demand for withdrawals. Thousands of banks
failed, taking the savings of small depositors with them.

(4) By inawguration day- March 4, 1933- every state in the Union had ordered its remaining banks
to close. The stock and grain markets had shut down, The U.S Treasury did not have enough
currency to meet the government payroll. The economy of the world's richest country was at a
standstill, waiting to hear what the new president intended ta do.

1. On a separate sheet of paper, write an abjective summary of this passage. Then answer the
questions.

2, Find and highlight or underline three sentences in the excerpt that give examples of how bank
savings withdrawals affected the United States.

3. Which two phrases in the text best help the reader determine the meaning of “institutiang?”

A. “Uneasy about the future”

B. "massive demand”

C. “Since a bank uses most of the money it takes in to make loans”
D. “stood in long lines”

E. “did not have enough cash on hand”

F. “The U.8. Treasury did not have enough currency”

4. On a separate sheet of paper, infer and explain how Americans might have felt in 1933 about
farmers burning the crops they could not sell. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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Middle School Trimester 2 Pre-assessment for Informational Text 2

Scoring Guide for “FDR and the Great Depression” by Russell Freedman

Standard Question 3 points 2 points 1 point
RI.1 2 3 correct 2 correct 1 correct
sentences sentences sentence
RIL.2 1 (Summary) See below Sce below See below
RI.2 4 See below See helow See helow
RI.4 3 CandE CorE
Question 1 (Summary) (RLZ)

A three point response provides a correct description of the depression in the four months prior
to Roosevelt taking office, Correct descriptions should include many of the following ideas:
* [(wha) people waiting to see what new president would do
* (what) the gloomy mood of the country; people uncertain and fearful
+ (where) in the US
+ (when) between the election and inauguration, November to March 1933
*  (why) huge unemployment across the county; bank depositars tried to withdraw money;
banks didn't have enough cash; gavernment ran out of cash; banks falled or closed;
people lost their savings

A two point response provides some of the above ideas, but a part is left cut that would have
made it a cohesive whole. The student would need some support to reach a “3".

A one point response provides ane or two ideas on the above list, but the student would need
support to reach a "2,

A zero point response provides an incorrect summary AND/OR lacks any of the ideas stated
above.

Question 2 (Any three of the following sentences are acceptable,) (RL1)

*  “Thousands of banls failed, taking the savings of small depositors with them.”

+ “Byinauguration day- March 4, 933- every state in the Union had ordered its remaining
banks to close. “

¢+ “The U.S. Treasury did not have enough currency to meet the government payroll.”

* “Since a bank uses most of the money it takes in to make leans, many institutions did not
have enough cash on hand to meet the massive demand for withdrawals.”

¢  “The stock and grain markets had shut down. ”

Question 3 (See scoring guide]

Question 4 (Answers will vary,) (RL2)

A three point response provides a correct inference about how Americans are feeling and acting,
AND an explanation about why, AND evidence from the text.
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Middle School Trimester 2 Pre-assessment for Informational Text 3

A two point response provides a correct inference about how Americans are feeling and acting,
AND somewhat of an explanation about why, AND/OR some evidence from the text. The student
would need some support to reach a “3%

A one point response provides a literal conclusion about how Americans are feeling and acting,
OR a correct inference with little to no explanation or textual support. The student would need
support to reach a “2”,

A zero point response is one that is unclear, confusing or missing,

Standard Question | Meets Partially Meets | Does Not Meset
RL.1 2 3 2 1
/3
RIL.2 1,4 5 4 =4
/6
RL.4 3 3 2 1
/3
Sample Class Scoring Chart
Student Name RI.1 RI1.2 RI1.4
Jehnny B, Goode | PM PM M
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Jim Murphy - ExcErpf from The Great Fire

Created by Student Achievement Partners (Map’f?d)

! GRADE LEVEL: 6

GENRE: Informational
SUBJECT(S): English Language Arts
LENGTH:  pages

| ASSESSMENT:

This Grade 6 Mini-Assessment is based on an excarpt from The Great Fire by Jim Murphy. This text |s
worthy of students’ time to read and also meets the expectations for text compiexity at Grade 6.
Assassments aligned to the Commaon Core State Standards (CCS5) will employ quality, complex taxts
such as this one. '

Questions allgned to the CCSS should be worthy of students’ time to answer and therefore do not focus
on minar paints of the texts. Several standards may he addressed within the sama quastion barause
complex taxts tend to yield rich assessment guestions that call for deep analysis. In this mini-assessment
there are 7 questions that address the Reading Standards below, We encourage educators to give
students the time that they need to read closely and write to sources. While we know that it is helpful
to have students complete the mini-assessment in one class period, we encourage educators to allow
additional time as is necessary.

E COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS ADDRESSED!
RLE.L;RLE2Z;,  RL64

1of 15
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NAME:
DATE:
PERIOD:

Excerpt from The Great Fire by Jim Murphy

(1) Ashed attached to the barn was already engulfed by flamas. It contalnad two tons of cozl for the winter
and a large supply of kindling wood. Fire ran along the dry grass and leaves, and tdok hold of a
nelghbor's fence. The heat from the burning barn, shed, and fence was so hot that the O’'Learys’ house,
forty feet away, began to smolder. Nelghbors rushad from their hqmes, many carrylng buckets or pots
of watar. The sound of music and marrymaking stopped abruptly, replaced by tha shout of “FIREI” It

would be a warning cry heard thousands of times during the next thirty-one hours,

(2) Chicago In 1871 was a clty ready to burn. The city boasted having 58,500 bulldings, many of tham —such
as the Courthouse and the Tribune Building—large and ornately decorated. The trouble was that about
two-thirds of all these structures were made eﬁtireiy of wood. Many of the remaining buildings (aven
the ones proclaimed to be "fireproof’) looked solid, but were actually jerrybuilt® affairs; the stone or
brick exterlors hid wooden frames and floors, all topped with highly flammable tar or shingle roofs, It
was also a common practice to disguise wood as another kind of bullding material. The fancy exterlor
decorations on just about every building were carved from wood, then painted to look like stone or
marhle. Most churches had steeples that appeared to be solid from the street, but a closer inspaction

would reveal a wooden framework covered with cleverly painted copper or tin.

(3) The situation was worst in the middle-class and peorer districts. Lot sizes were small, and owners usually
filled them up with cottages, barns, sheds, and cuthouses—all made of fast-burning wood, naturally.
Because both Petrick and Catherine O'Leary worked, they wera able to put a large addition on thair

cottage despite a |ot size of just 25 by 100 feet. Intersparsed in these resldentlal areas were a variety of

* Bullt cheaply or pacrly constructed

3 of{15
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huslnesses—paint factories, lumberyards, distilleries, gasworks, mills, furniture manufacturers,

warehouses, and coal distributors,

(4) Wealthler districts were by no means free of fire hazards. Stately stone and brick homes had wood
Interiors and stood side by side with smaller wood-frame houses. Wooden stables and other storage

bulldings were comman, and trees lined the streets and filled the yards.

(5) The links hatween richer and paorer sectiong want hayond the matarlals used for construction ar tha
way bulldings were crammed together. Chicago had been built largely on soggy marshland that flooded
every time it rained. As the years passed and the town developed, a ﬁuick solutlen to the water and
mud problam was needed. The answer was to make the roads and sidewalks out of wood and elevate
them above the waterline, In some places by several faet. On the day the fire started, over 55 mlles of
pine-block streets and 600 miles of woodlen sidewalks bound the 23,000 acres of the city in a highly

combustible knot.

(6) Fires were cormmon In all cities back then, and Chicago was no exception. In 1863 there had been 186
reported fires in Chicago; the number had risen to 515 by 1868. Records for 1870 Indlcate that fire-
fighting compantes responded to nearly 600 alarms, The next year saw even more fires spring up, mainly
because the summer had been unusually dry, Between July and October only & few scattered showers
had taken placa and these did not produce much water at all. Trees drooped in the unrelenting summer
sun; grass and leaves dried out. By October, as many as six fires were breaking out every day, On
Saturday the seventh, the night before the Great Fire, a blaze destroyed four blocks and took over
sixteen hours to control. What made Sunday the eighth different and particularly dangerous was the

steady wind blowing In from the southwest.

(7) It was this gusting, swirling wind that drave the flames from the O’Learys’ barn Into nalghboring yards,
To the east, a fance and shed of James Dalton’s want up in flames; 1o the west, a barn smoldered for a

few minutes, then flared up into a thousand yellow-orange fingers.

Used by permission of Scholastic, inc.

40of 15
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Questions for Studants

1. Rersad this sentence from paragraﬁh 5 of the passage:

The answer was to make the roads and sidewalks out of wood and elevate them above the waterline; In
some places by several feet,

Which two phrases in the sentence best help the reader deterrnine the meaning of the word "elevate®?

A. "The answer was” _

B. “to make tha roads and sidewalks”
“out of wood”

D. - "above the waterfina”

E. “in éome placas”

F. “by several feet”

2.. According to the pass:lga, how did tha location of the businesseas affact the Great Fire?

A. The location of the businasses was one reason ”t‘he situation was warst In the middie-class and
poorer districts.”

B. The location of the businessas provided some of “the links between richer and poorar sactions” |
of the city,

€. The location of the businesses meant that the “wealthier districts were by no means free of fire
hazards.” .

D. The locatlon of the businesses helped bind “the 23,000 acres of the city in a highly combustible

knot.”

50f'15 -
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. This guestion has two parts, Answer Part A and then answer Part B.

Part A! Whh;:h staternent below be;t summarizes the ¢central idea of this passage?
A. The Great Fire of Chlcago was one of the most demaging fires in Ame rican history.
B. Tha Great Fire of Chicago quickly got out of control in some natghborhoods but not others.
o Chlcagd fireflghters could not put out the fire even thoygh many people tried to help,
D. Chitago provided almost perfact conditions fora widespread and damaging fire.

Part 8: Which santence from tha passaﬁe provides tha bast support for the correct answar In Part A?
A, ”Néighbors rushed from thelr homas, many carrying buckets or pots of water.”
B. “Chicago in 1871 was a city ready to burn.” |
€. “The situation was worst in the middle-class and poorer districts.”

D. “Fires were common in all cltles back then, and Chicago was no exception.”

&of 15




Bl1-26-"15 16:47 FROM- T-385 POB9G/@133 F-255

l‘.}, In tha chart balow, the [eft-hand column contains a list of detalls from the passage. The right-hand column
is headed “Reasons Chicago Burned in October 1871 Instead of Later.” Find two details that show why
' Chicage burned when It did, and copy each detail into one of the empty boxes.

Reasons Chicago Burned in Qctober 1871

Details fram The Great Fire Instead of Later

Neighbaors rushed from their homes, many carrying buckets

or pots of water, Detall 1:

The sound of music and marrymaking stopped abruptly,
replaced by the shout of “FIRE!" It would be a warning cry
heard thousands of times during the next thirty-one hours.

| Lot sizes ware small, and owners usually filled them up
with cottages, barns, sheds, and outhouses—all made of
fast-burning woed, naturally. -

Chicagn had been built largely on snggy marshland that

flooded every time It rained. Detail 2:

On the day the fire started, over 55 miles of pine-block
streets and 600 mlles of wooden sidewalks bound tha
23,000 acres of the city In a'highly combustible knot.

Eetween July and October only a few scattered showers
had taken place and thesa did not produce much water at
all,

On Saturday the seventh, the night before the Great Fire, a
biaze destroyed four blocks and took over sixtean hours to
control,

What made Sunday the eighth different and particularly
dangerous was the steady wind blowing In from the
southwest,

7of15
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&.' This question has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part 8,

Part A:

Part B:

6.

Based on The Greot Fire, which statement is true about conditions in Chicago In 1870-1871?
A. Land for building homes was abundent in Chlcago.

B._ Firefighters In Chicago were Inexperienced.

€. The growth of Chicago was being carefully planned.

D. A fire was ikely to occur almost every day In Chicago.

Which sentence from the passage provides the best suppott for the correct answer in Part A?
A. “Lot sizas were small, and owners usually fllled them up with cottages, barns, sheds, and

outhouses—all made of fast-burning wood, naturally.”

B. “Asthe years passed and the town deveioped, a guick solution to the water and mud problem

was needed.”
¢ “Records for 1270 indicate that fire-fighting companies responded to nearly 600 alarms.”

D. “On Saturday the seventh, the night before the Great Fire, a blaze destrayed four blocks and

took over slxteen hours to control.”

List three phrases of textual evidence from paragraph 2 that best help the reader |

determine the meaning of the word “ornately”.

A._

Bof 15
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Information for Teachers: Quantitative and Qualitative Analyses for the Text(s)

Regular practice with complex texts is necessary to prepare students for college and career readiness.
This text has been placed at grade 6 for the purpose of this exemplar. This section of the exemplar
provides an explanation of the process that was used to place the text at grade 6, illustrating why this
text meets the expectations for text complexity in Reading Standard 10. Appendix A of the Common
Core State Standards and the Supplement to Appendix A: New Research on Text Complexity lay out a
research-based process for selecting complex texts. Acco‘rding to Appendix A of the CC55, the first step
In selecting grade-level appropriate texts [5to place a text within a grade-band accordingto a
quantitative text complexity score,

The guantitative data for The Great Fire is below:
i i Quantitative Measure #1 Quantitative Measure #2
1 Flesch-Kinkaid: 8.0 Lexile: 1000L

After gathering the quantitative measures, the next step Is to place the quantitative scores in the

Conversion Table found in the Supplement to Appendix A (www.coresetandards.org/resources) and
determine the grade band of the text:

Figure 1 reproduces the conversion table from the Supplement to Appendix A, showing how the initial '
rasults from Flasch-Kinkaid and tha Lexila measura were convarted to grade bands.

Higure 1: Updated Text Complexity Grade Bands and Associated Ranges from Multiple Measures’

453+ 613

0.05w2.49

2,78 .34
.97 « 7.08
) .00-9.88 [T
9.67 ~12.01 272

) iEAz- 792 | 0B4-5.75
W G25-1185 | A04-957 | 4.11- 10,68
TR T BT o | ST

1185 « 1385 | 957 w1200 | 12.80 - 14.50

14,80 L2210 LR

T-385 PO@OE/B133 F-255

gof 15 —



T-385 PO@9S/B133 F-255

Bl1-26-"15 16:47 FROM-

ST 00T

F 3

- paissaane Yy diay Spuewsp 3EP3jMoUY pue MEIUAS TaAa|

AIEINQEION DY) SB “JUIPMIS 213 L0 SPUBLIBP S|QELOSERIUN 202|d 10U S20p
21 a1 ‘Aenb ySiy 30 puesdiuce Apuspiyns Sy Jeak [00LYIS BT
$o Lied Apea 2y w passiutope Apjeudosdde 3scuL0 ‘g 3peID 0] pAUSsse
=q ppnoys ‘e3ep aseyenk pue axnienuent yjog Ag pagedpul se a1 3y

g 3peiD

uoHEYynsng neuRzed s
{leuonewuapul
- r Ayamp) ssoding
Ffitaeay) Agonya)
"PAMEYS 211 FE2U5 Y] SUOSES) Y] wiejdxa 03— JenBws s sodind ayy BUIESA JO SjaA
“SURISYLI ey} Joddns o pey sy
U] IDIUCT 51 2JaY] 10 “APSEI SIING poO 1LY I2JIE 0] PRaU (W SIUBPIS
AN} Y SAQUDISAP XD B SE ‘PpaaU S 2414 1E840 311 J0 adpamow Joud
L * ou DSy “SuipuErsiapun Dediu 10U [ 0] 18U J0 3B moLn] Jo Hoe) {fuer/jesnns
e g ‘o8esiy] Jo UoQEIo] AU sOoUy Jou Az 10 Agw sjuepns peanbag ‘uEiuoz ay)
51 afpapaouy aps1no cu JEYI Su e ‘paulejuoo-1@s si adessed 2] spuewR] FEpapoUy
"P3PI3U i Ais2a pITISsSIP
g ue2 pue 1Fua] sfesaae J0 202 1N X2(dwos 07 2(duls Woy salen
o BUNJINUIS IDUJUDS UL "SWLID] JEILEJUN L) PUISEPLUE 03 SIUaprs
* v ajgeu (A 1EL S3NEP 1000 Suons AQ pEPUNCLINS 2B 2HBIPNE SIUY 104 [peo| AengElon
Buiduageyo ot Aew 18] SpUOM May 3y ) C[ea] 2pedd 1oy sendosdde pue | Supnou) SUORUBALOY
Japead ypas sfeine s 03 2|qIS52IE 51 1051 SUl Ul psn MEjNGEIOA 1] pue Ler) afenBue
{319=10U J1 SpUBLAp
» hlo ~JEFd 51 e Bunsoddns pUE BIP] WEW 3UT UMD 2IUIIUI5 Jo 203
- diysuonEej21 ay "pIp 3 vaya 03e3UT Ul PIELS 3l JBAUS UL SUOSEIL JO WAOJ 20 A5
puaq
w B puw B Raea £ P 1 hpes gpuw
pams | cigpiy | onsoMy | —2iAe3 | -gpae | g Apeg
10#
ZPUed U1 U m 2ae)d 01 3L pueq sjiy1 ul Juawsaaegd 10y Hoddns ey o speawnuos pue saynp oBmen

2iH 16349 i1 10} SEA[BUY 3a1EN|BND




T-385 PO10@/0133 F-255

Bl1-26-"15 16:48 FROM-

‘SPBO) PUB SY[ERSPIS L2POCM JO
o] 2rqEsngwos AySiy, e Ag punoq 29 01 AN3 9Y3 BSNET 10U PIP 198} 18Y] "SSP
1osaod pus SSeE DPIW 311 Ui PA1EIO] 2Bk SAESAUISNE AU YEnowy 1Y a0 uondg

-sasSIUISNE 10U 52311 pue ‘sa]ges ‘sSuging UapoDM jews pue a8t Jo uiew
Pa1SISUOI A3Lp SI2L0SIP JOY0L S LY SPUETRY AUy 19 38U Yanouay -y wondo

'SIUO TP B4 Ley JPYIe sPUsip Jauood pue Ssep Pl 37 ul
pe1ED0] 2J2mM SESSIUISNY 941 Jey] Jea)s 51 23essed ay] PO JO 2peL 25 sSup|ing
112y} ey 138y U3 Ag PajUI| 243 SPLOSIP 131PL pue Jasoed 341 uSnoulfg 1 wondo

- Eul BLF JOf 2y 40 523UN0S pauye Asy:
DsnEsa AJaNiF IS0W ‘UL SSIDA SUDLIPUCY IREW $12H3SIP 2100d PUE SSER apILU

3y3 W pagEI0] JUBM SSSSIUISTY Y] 1B 1Y Y| SOMSUIE 130500 S § SIYL 1Y uDnoQ |

T97H

« BRI, Ja m:_:ﬂ#: auy Joj AU sapianid SN PUB ,BULIEEM 31
anoge,, J0 1033100 U] SPURG 192} [Iaaas kg, 1amsUE 091100 B 5| SIUL 1 uendc

31432, 10 JUUERNU 21 IO} TIIU0D B JOU S0P I XS0
pudpy [euomIppe 3wos saanpoeuuy Secerd SAL0S ul, Bseiyd oyl YEnouiy -3 uotdn

SUEBI  FIEAIR,, FEYM BUHIINIP
Japes ay) Sd{3y _BUIAIEM U] BADGY, ISMSUE 0200 £ SISy o uehdD

« DIBAED,
10y pACa SpLwoad 10U ssop ¥ “eFessed By Jo Bap! [RIIUES By1 01 Jueisedu
5] LPO0M JO 1IN0, HING 3432 SHIEMDSPIS PUe SPECI 3Y1 1RY] 18] St HEnouly -3 uondg

S SIBAA[D,, 10} PEIU0T SE HAS 10U SIOR T ‘PITRAS[S SEM 1ELA JNOGE LONELLLOJUI
saproad _S{[emmIpis Pue specd U] syew 0], 2seldd U WSNoUly 18 uondo
SAEAI[D,, JOJ P10 Apwoad 10U

SE0P } ‘SIUIUDS T U) SEIPI Sij) SSONFI0LLI SEM SNSUE aY ], YBnoyyy oy ...E_u_ﬂu

T
Yo

suondg AMsUy 104 SajeUDIEY

SpJepLEIS

[shamsuy uum.....ou

JOUIN vONSHY

S3leUGIIRE E«um._ﬁ_mﬂ:m {slhamsuy 120100



T-385 P@101/8133 F-255

Bl1-26-"15 16:48 FROM-

ST40°2L

sano 131p0 pue o821 wWangar disUoneR1 ag Inoge adessed

34} Jo Suipeasiw € SJusaUdS) INg ¢ PEG W Q uoido 0] Sjul| uotide 5y -G uondo
o “asuodsal

190,403 211 Leddns 10U S30P ING ¥ 1IEd U) g uondo o siul| uoudo siy) D uondo

. : ¥ Led U g uapdo

w1 B3PI [EHUEI 3] 70 JUZLaIR)s Iy Buroddns .%n PaLo0 2] 51 Syl g uwondo

) " 51 YA g Uegd ) Ssucdsad
ﬁwhn_um__uta.nn!ﬂacﬁuﬁﬂﬂdﬁ&:_u:n_..aﬂ_unamx:__:n_“_numw_._.uq:o_.ﬁ_c

aFessed
a1 U1 AJER BB SIg] SSAJEUNUNS IGUINE 21} PUE JOMSUE 1380103 2yt 51 51Y) g vondg

~edessed Syl 10 E2Q] |EIUED SUY)
Jou st dpy ypm usas 3l 3y Ino nd Jou pineD sa3ySauly Jeyl eapl 247 "auy syl
wnd o1 paug dood Auewr 1241 1s283ns syde)Be:ed Suuado a1 USNHoUYY 2 uondn

| 0 s e

DM SDOOLYIOEUTIDU (B Moy BUMOLUS O] PS10ASP 511X S 10 Lonw 2e) ) ‘agessed
TN} JO B3PI [EAUED DU 5B JUSLUDYE)S SIL) S04 SOUDPIAD [ENJHS] OU 51 248y ] 1g uondg

. AIGISRY ST UL SS1Y JARG 0] 34 JE3g ay] Suuedwic)

PE] 3] LI BOREULLIGI CU 51 2303 tnog e 3 18w adessed 3t 1eym S s
SPUNGs ) ISNEISG UGG 5141 01 umelp ABuons 24 ABW SJUEpn)s YsNoyly oy vogdQ

a4
T

gaued £

vieg S

suondQ) IaMsUy J0} SSJEUOIIEY

spaepuels

{skamsuy pouio]

J3qUINY UONSaNY




T-385 PO102/8133 F-255

Bl1-26-"15 16:48 FROM-

G 40€1

PRY
uBLPR PE1IELS S DY UOSEE] BU0 Sapinid pue auo S1q B ol 3y [[ews e wing padjay
ApEs Suianin SER PUIK SUT 12U 19¢) al “JBMSUZ 1080100 € S SIYL CH woado

-Aep a3t Sl pou a0 ady eead aU1 Ay uepdis Jou S0P 108) 181) ‘PITIELS 1SEAMIRAS
autd 1eaJg 2yl 20ya0 AU By} unp JUESIRELS B S ULl yEnoUl 1o wondg U} WoLj
o - Bumno|g puia Apes
“JA1E| 10 J{IPS 30U PUE T/ T 1900130 Ui pALNaIn Ay aif ..E:._ 31y} SEAL SNO1agURp
up|ixa T/8T JO [t o :_ SUDQIPUIOS JBY1ESM B | JSMSUE TIUI00 € 51 511 14 L) Aenoned pug
"TL8T 1A0012G U1 IUBJBE WIUER auyy
PO EIS Uy B3 1B TOE) 23] JO) JUNOCIE JOU S20P 3 ‘Wwing o ApeaJ Ssesm 03edy) 1euy o ABpUAS 2pEW 1EUAA
10E] {1 O PAANQLIUCD S|EMSPIS PUE SPRII LRPOOH JO I 24} yInoyly :3 vondo Py .I
PIP I USYM PEUNII0 Uy SUR Ay uede
" 10U SAOP JIEY S YING 0 0] SHIPMIS PUE SPROS UIP0OM Jo SORLL AuBu ag pasnes
N 2SNEIHAY 2.4} AU O0F PHNGUINC A[S)EWIL N PLEjYSIEL ASFos ay) yINoyy q uondo
“PIp 1! USLA PALINIG AUl 24y Ay (11 “II€ 38 JAIeM Yonius
10U S20P DEL Sl “WMOE WA 03 4231 SEM A1D 341 VOSES] SUD 398 SPLISIp Js1o00d S0npoad 10U PP 253
PUE SSeR PRI SLE Ul 55U |PENG uAPOoM JO sIBqUINU 35IR) 241 oI - uondo PUE 27810 UHE] PEY
‘ SI3MAYs PRIAYIES
“TLET 89000 W funnrmoe 24y 20 o) wosesd Sul Yoddns Jou SPop 1 ey Ayl Jo M3} EAUG JBgoP0
2anzeu aseAlad auy) SeJIpU s3I0 2ulwe s INeg e 1U9Wa1eYs 201 Yyanoyyy -g uordo pugz AInf uosaag
~121E] JO J|JES JO PEISUI T/9T 12G0R0 Ui FULLUNGI0 Suy 2 10
U05SESU € IproUd 1aU SIDP SIHE 2413 212 10 1nd o paus siogySeu yEnoUuly iy vonda
suondg somsung JOy S3|BUODEY . {sjramsuy wauoy | Bgqung uonsenp

spiepuels




T-385 P@103/8133 F-255

Bl1-26-"15 16:43 FROM-

- mﬂrwc Tﬁ

Souspias o seoard asaugl o | sism =puiod |
anusepne Jo sanaud asauy Jo Z sisr] =siujod 2
Souape 10 5edsitl e5aiy) 10 £ BE SisM =suod g

. “Apiewo, jo Baesiu oy) of pepuod BuwE
_mguﬁﬁamﬁﬂnﬁaugﬂﬂﬁm_ﬁd

" MaEue, o Bumesu sy o) powos Bamb
“STOGESOCE] I0USEG B4 SaquUIsep Eyumy asend sy |

L poppaiiay AEUI0, LI o4y Je1es
01 papye sunesncep Bupgng 2u1 01 STaR aseId SIEL Y ¥od

AR RO 420003 paqied AIRGNSID YN PasanD, )

ANLIPLTID 200085 M X000 0 pajuned], g

- SRnEy s
00 ST 10 SHGIPIONSD S Ay, ¥

{sHamsuy P

FacEuEn

S SRSUN JDY SEN0IEY SEEEpUES

1921100 A1 O0GNS 10U S20P 11 1Nq Y 1.4 Ul g uondo CF SHuY PalIEs dix 18D
S Uoa BN ST U0 3J1) PAJJOIIL02 JAG SN0LI3S 2 SEM S F2Y 192t 24 1 uogdc

ARP Jad 2y SUo UEYL 310w SFESME U0 SEM USR] 1EY: Aoofl| Sem 1 18] ssE

08T 14 sauiy AUSIL 05 3138 85313 12 D] 811 OASUE 13300 3Y1 Sl sl D uendo | -

-asuotisas 12000 3y Lioddns 100 S0P M NG Yy Jed
uy 3 uondo o3 s3] wR|goud priu pue JSIEm 3L 01 LDINJOS B 10} pasu 3yl 4 wrEdo

UCHLWOD SN0 pUR EaE.mEEuumn EYEET ]
341 1EY) ‘2Rundsa 199,000 oy Poddns 10 S30R M 1N Y 1ied W) pue y suondo
0} syu| 380y ARsop paped auam SSuRENg LSpooMm eyl e} 24|y uweido

‘asundsal

ayed G

‘08T Ag Aep
E 841} BUO UEeY) G JO BIEIBAE UE UNM JIND30 O] SR IOW PUE BIDLE IC) SEM pUL]
AL 1L 1230 SENE LU 16T Y] Ul SIUSPIAS SAfL DAMSUE 192003 31 51 SIY] g uoido

) "SIIUIPISAT Y _._.__._..__._. Pasaadsaa
sassauisng 241 van3 Hoenssn ueyl uuueld ss3 sem AuALA 1BLE UG SSEENS 1y H;s e
i BI2y1 PAPI 3U3 1o uImoss Byl u Supuuerd Jo) ecuBpiAg [BNIXE: oU S adall iy uondg
2wt

ISEA PRU SIRYENRIY 1eu) 152F3NS PIRoM 5241 10 siaquaiu 2E1e] 23 "Aeund

A U0 "HPUSLBND paae] sI2UEyauy 18Ul 3330 241 Juioddns axuapikae
[ENYxB] ou 51 204} ‘OO0 30 NG 1o Bay gl eyl 2e9[2 5t 4 yBnoyly - wondg
"20.5e7% Sem pug| ieyl Sunsada3ns

‘11513801 aso | SAUIPJING RUR fELUS 2334 S10] 1B S SUOIRIIPUL 328 2ua1) “1e)

ut JJUEpUNGE SEM PUE JBYL SotRaLE 3t Joddns lou seop 3dessed 3u) oy uond

19
T

¥ ued G

suoiidy Jamsuy 10J SSHELOIIEY

2NN uonsany

spuepuels | {sjaamsuy Ppadio)




Bl1-26-"15 16:43 FROM- T-385 P@104/@8133 F-255

Additional Resources for Assessment and CC55 implementation

Shift 1 — Complexity: Regulor proctice with complex text and its academic language
» See Appendlx B for examples of informational and lIiterary complex texts:

. See the Text Complexity Ccllectlon On WWW. achievethecora org

Shift 2 — Evidence: Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from text, both terary and
Informational .

¢ See Close Reading Exemplars for ways to engage students in close reading on
http:/ fwww.achievethecore.org/steal-these-tools/close-reading-exemplars
¢ Sge the Basal Alignment Project for examples of text-dependent questions
ww.achieveth - fit-

Shift 3 — Knowledge: Buﬂd!ng knowledge through content-rich nonfiction

¢ See Appendix B for examples of informational and literary complex texts:
http//www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix B.pdf

This mini-assessmant can be used as an independent activity or as part of a follow-up to tha
accompanying sample lesson found on the following link: ,

e 38 0f'15
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Lester David- Race to the Klondike

GRADE LEVEL: 7

GENRE: Informational
SUBJECT(S): English Language Arts
LENGTH: pages

ASSESSMENT:

This Grade 7 Mini-Assassment Is based on a short article called Race to the
Klondlke. This text meets the expectations for text complexity at Grade 7.
Assessments aligned to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) will employ
quallty, complex texts such as this one,

Questions aligned to the CCSS should be worthy of student’s time to answer and
therefore do not focus on minor paints of the texts, Several standards may be
addressed within the same question because complex texts tend to yield rich
assessment questions that call for deep analysis. In this mini-assessment there
are 7 questions that address the reading standards below. We encourage
educators fo give students the time they need to read closely and write to
sources. While we know that it is helpful to have students complete the mini-
assassment in one class period, we encourage educators to allow additional time
if necessary for individual students.

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

R.7.1; RI7.2; Ri7.4

T-385 PO1@5/8133 F-255
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NAME: DATE: PERIOD:

Race to the Klondike by Lester David

(1) Robert Henderson had searched for it all his life, all over the world, Now, in 1896,
he could hardly believe what he saw shining in the bottom of his miner's pan. Gold!
Henderson scrambled back to the nearest settlement in the remote Klondike region of
northwest Canada and staked a claim. He called the site Gold Bottorn.

The Great Rush Beglns

(2) Henderson may have been the first to find gold. But soon, George Washington
Carmack made a strike at nearby Rabbit Creek and found encugh gold to make him
wealthy. The discoverles triggered history’s greatest gold rush. People caught gold
fever, then joined what became known as the “great stampede,” There probably would
never be another like [t.

Lure of Quick Riches

(3) The stunning news of gold flashed across the United States and Canada. Men left
their homes and families, lured northward by dreams of quick riches. Never mind that

~ the journey was dangerous, as was the Klondlke itself. Gold saekers Jammed ships from
around the world. Thousands made the grueling trip around Cape Horn at the tip of
South America and sailed up to the Gulf of Alaska,

(4) An endless line of stampeders trudged over Alaska’s Chilkoot Pass and the somewhat
easier White Pass. From Skagway and Dyes, in southeastern Alaska, they struggled
Inland more than 30 miles, then had to build boats that would take them to the
goldfields near Dawson, more than 500 miles away. Taday, a historic park and hiking
trall mark the location of Chilkoot Pass.

World’s Roughest Place

(5) Skagway was dubbed “the roughest place In the world” by Canadlan North West
Mounted Police. Thieves, pickpockets, gamblers and swindlers packed the town,
Within days of the first goid find, the area was in thaos. Towns sprung up. In six
months, 500 new houses were built in Dawson, the Klondlke’s capltal, Food and
supplies became scarce, and prices shot sky high.
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(6) Sled dogs cost 5350 each and soon were unavailable, Miners were lucky to buy tired
old horses. A breakfast of ham and eggs cost $10, enough in those days to buy a fine
dinner for eight back East.

Battling the Numbing Cold

{7) With the risk of starvation Iincreasing, Mounted Police ardered that every man
headed for the trails must have a year’s supply of provisions. This meant each had to
carry hundreds of pounds of food and gear,

(8) A gold-seeker who lacked a horse or sled would haul about 65 pounds of supplies,
sot it down and go back for the rest. Then he'd have to dig out his first load from under
the drifting snow. He'd eventually walk more than 2,500 miles to get his gear over the
Chilkoot Pass. Sometimes, the temperature plunged to 50 below, but the prospectors
farged ahead. They huddied in caves during blizzards.

They Struck it Rich

(8) Plenty of folks found pay dirt, Louis Rhodes, a quiet, soft-spoken miner, recovered
enough gold In Just one year to enable him to live In luxury for the rest of his long life.
Charley Anderson did even better. A clever swindler convinced him to pay 5800 for a
claim he said would be worth a fortune. Actually, it was considered to be a total dud. In
a few months, though, Charley discovered his “worthless” clalm was worth millions.

(10) Then there was Alex McDonald, who took pity on a starving miner and traded a
sack of flour for a claim nelther thought was worth a cent. MeDonald bought up several
more claims like these and wound up with a bonanza of 520 million,

(11) Historians estimate that more than 100,000 men, as well as a large number of
wormnen, set out to find Klondlke gold. Between 30,000 and 40,000 eventually got there.

{12) Just two months after the first strikes, about & million In gold was recovered. But
by 1899, three years after it started, the great stampede was over. All the streams had
been claimed. People began leaving. Twenty years later, hastily built bulldings were
empty and crumbling, and machinery was rusting In the streets and canyons. All that
remalns today Is the memory of the last great rush for the eluslve yellow metal. '
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-~ AHEAVY LOAD
A gold prospector had to be well armed hefore heading into the Klondike. Harsh
winters and scarce supplies made extra provisions valuable, Some miners carried up
to 2,500 pounds of goods over the rugged trails. A lypical year's supply of goods a
Klondike miner might have carried:
Food Equipment Clothing
Bacon, 100 to 200 lbs, Stove ’ 1 heavy mackinaw coat
Flour, 400 lbs. , Miner’s pan 3 suits heavy underwear
Dried fruits, 75 to 100 Ibs, Granite buckets 2 pairs heavy mackinaw
Cornmeal, 50 Ibs, Tin cups and plates trousers
Rice, 20 to 40 bs. Knifes, forks and spoons 12 pairs heavy wool socks
Coffee, 10 to 25 lbs. Coffee pot & pairs heavy wool mittens
Tea, 5to 10 lbs. Picks 2 heavy overshirts
Sugar, 25 to 100 Ibs, Handles : 2 pairs rubber boots
Beans, 100 |bs. - Saws 2 pairs heavy shoes
Condensed milk, { case  Chisels 6 heavy blankets
Salt, 10 to 15 1bs. Hatchet 2 rubber blankets
Pepper, 1 1b, Shovels 4 towels
Rolled oats, 25 to 50 tbs, Drawknife 2 pairs overally
Potatoes, 25 to 100 b, Cormpass 1 suit of oll clothing
Butter, 25 cans Frying pan Assorted summer clothing
Evaporated meats Matches
Evaporated vegetables Medicines -

_
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Quastions for Students Grade 7 Informational Text Name

1. Which of the following statements is NOT supported in the article?
A. Why the great stampede ended.
B. Why Skagway was considere'd‘ihe roughast place in the world.
C. Why there probably will never be another gold rush like this one.

D. Why stampeders had to be well armed before heading into the Klondike region, |

2. In which two paragraphs does the author provide the best Information to help explain why large
numbers of people were willing to endure the hardships of this dangerous journey?

A. Paragraphs 3 and 4
B. Paragraphs 3and 12
C. Paragraphs 10 and 11

D, Paragraphs 3and 9

3. In Paragraph 9, which phrase best helps the reader uriderstand what the word “swindler”
means?

A. “a total dud”
B. "worth & fortune”
C. “worth millions”

D. “convinced him to pay $800"
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8. The following question has twg parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B,
6. PART A Which two statements best express the cantral Ideas of the passage?
A. The discovery of gold changed the Kiondike region hecause it caused a stampede.
B. -Stampeders who mined gold in the Klondiks got rich.
C. Travel through the Klondike was dangardus because thera were many mountains,
D. Gold seekers faced difficult conditions because of the remote location and harsh climate,

6. PART B: Using the central ideas you identified in Question 5, Part A, explain how the
author developed these ideas over the course of the text.
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| Questlon Annotations and Correct Answer and Distractor Rationales

Question Number 1
Standards RI7.2
Correct Answer C
Rationales for Answer Options

A. [nparagraph 12, the article explaing why the great stampade endad.

B. In paragraph 5, the article explaing why Skagway was thought to be the roughest place in the
world.

C. This Is the correct answer. Although the author claims In paragraph 2, “There probably wil
never be another like it.”, he does not provide evidence fo support this statement.

D. The section entitled “A Heavy Load” describes why the prospectors needed to be well supplied.

Question Number 2
Standards RIL.7.1
Correct Answer D
Rationales for Answer Options

A. Although paregraph 3 explains the lure of quick riches, paragraph 4 does not address why
people endured the hardships. |

B. Although paragraph 3 explains the lure of quick riches, paragraph 12 describes why people
stopped going.

C. Paragraphs 10 and 11 describe the accidental wealth of cne miner and the numbers of gold
seekers, hut not the reasons why so many went in the first place.

D. This is the correct answer. Paragraphs 3 and 9 both describe the effects of striking gold and
sudden wealth,
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Question Number 3
Standards RI.7.4
Coirect Answer A
Rationales for Answer Options

A. This s the correct answer. “Swindier” means a “crook” or someone who commits fraud, The
property purchased was considered to be “a total dud.”

B. Although the swindler promised g claim that was “worth & fortune,” the phrase itself does not
indicate any fraud was committed.

C. Although the claim turned out to be "worth millions®, this does not help explain the meaning of
‘swindler,”

D. “A claver swindler convinced him to pay 800" suggests a fraudulent or illegal activity, although
the phrase itself does not confirm any fraud was committed.

Question Number - 4
Standards RI,7.4
Correct Angwer B
Rationales for Answer Options

A. Although “pay dirt" refers to a discovery, this deflnition does not include the concapt of a mined
ore that yields reward or profit.

B. This Is tha correct answer. It contalns the value associated with the mined materlal.

C. Although “pay dirt” refers to the mining of precious metal, this definition does not indicate reward
or profit.

D. This distractor links to a literal interpretafion of the term “pay dirt”

10
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(Question Numbar 5
Standards RI.7.1
Correct Answers

Rationales for Answer Options

Correct Response-Two sentences that best support the author's claim about the risk of starvation.
« P.5"Food and supplies became scarce, and prices shot sky high.”
* P.6"A breakfast of ham and eggs cost $10, enough in those days to buy a fine dinner for
sight back East.”

Partial Cradit-One of the above OR
The foliowing sentences could also show evidence, but are weaker connections.

* P.4"From Skagway and Dyea, in southsastern Alaska, they struggled inland more than 30
miles, then had to bulld boats that would take them to the goldfields near Dawson, more
than 500 miles away.”

* P.5"Thieves, pickpocksts, gamblers and swindlers packed the town."

The following sentencas show that the student confused “sffect of starvation” with “causs’ of
starvation.
+ P.7". Mounted Police ordered that every man headed for the trails must have a year's
supply of provisions.”
» P.7"This meant that each had to carry a hundred pounds of gear.”

Question Number 6 Part A
Standards RI.7.2
Correct Answers  Aand D
Rationales for Answer Options

| A. This Is a correct response. A central idea of the passage Is that the d|scovary of gold caused a
stampede that quickly populated the area.

B. Although the article cites examples of folks getting rich, it also pinpoints difficulties encountered
in pursuing the gold, and the brevity of the goldrush. While the article quotes the numbers of
people who “sat out to find Klondike gold”, and the amount of gold “wrested from tha region”, it
never makes the claim that all who sought the gold found it.

11
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C. Although this statement is true, the article also cites difficulty in navigating the area due to its
remotaness in the Canadian northwest, as well as the presenca of rlvers.

D. This is a correct response. A central dea of the passage is travel fo the gold fields was difficult
due fo remotaness of the iocation.

Question Number 6 Part B

Standards RI.7.2 AND RI.7.1 (score for each standard)
Correct Answers
RI.7.1 3 points 2 polnts 1 polnt
Chooses relevant details and Provides at Provides only 1
examples from the text  least2 supporting
Provides at least 3 pieces of supporting detal from the
textual evidence from across details from the text
the text text Numerous
Minor errors in citing text may Minor errors in errors in citing.
be present citing text may text
be present
RL.7.2 Uses central ideas Aand D In Uses either A Incorrect
bA orDin 5A as “central idea
Draws inferences from the text onhe central idea Provides literal
Expiains how the cenfral ideas Draws interpretation
are related to details and inferencaes from
examples that support them the text
Observes how details and Loosely
examples work together to explains how
uphold the central ldea the central |dea
: is conhected to
details or
examples

12
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- - Grade 8 Informational Mini-Assessment
“The Long Night of Little Boats” excerpt

This grade 8 mini-assessment is based on an excerpt from “The Long Night of Liitle Boats” by Basil
Heatter. This taxt is considered to ba warthy of students’ time to read and also meets the axpectations
for text carhplexlfv atgrade B. Assessments aligned to the Common Core State Standards {CCSS) will
amploy quality, complex texts such as this one. Because the topic of the text is historic, the mini-
assessment will measure both ﬁﬂadirig Standards for Informational Text a5 well as Reading Standards for
Literacy in History/Social Studies.

Quastions aligned to the CCSS should be worthy of students’ time to answer arid therefare do not focus

* on minar points of the texts. Questions also may address several standards'within the same guestion
becausa complex texts tand to ylald rich assassmant questions that call for deep analysis. Inthis minl-
assessment there are six selected-response guestions and two pa per/pencil equivalent of technology
enhanced items that address the Reading Standards listed below. ‘

We encourage educators to give students the time that they need to read closaly. While we know that it
is helpful to have students complete the mini-assessment in one class period, Wwe encourage educators

to allow additional time as necessary.

The questi'pns align 1o the following standards: _ ‘ y

RI8.1; RL8.2; RI8.4
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Grade 8 Mini-Assessment — “The Long Night of Little Boats” excerpt

Today you wiil read a passage about how British citizens helped rescue British troops during World
War Il. You will then answer several questions baged on the text. | will be happy to answer questions
about the directions, but | wlll not help you with the answers to any questions. You will notice as you
answer the gquestions that some of the questions have two parts. You should answar Part A of the
guestion bafare you answar Part B, but you may go back and change your answer to Part A If you
waht to.

Take n3 long as you need to read and answer the questions. If you do not finlsh when class ends, come
see me to discuss when you may have additional time.

Now read the passage and answer the questions. | encaurage you to write notes in the margin as you

. read the passage.

The Long Night of the Little Boats

By Basil Heatter, 1970

The following excerpt details events that took placa one night in 1840, in the early
years of World War 1. The British army was trapped at Dunkirk, France, surrounded by
Germans and preparing for a battle they had little hopa of winning. Then the night

took a surprising turn, as ordinary English civilians took part in a plan to rescue
thousands of soldiers.

1. They poured out of the rivers and harbors and down toward the coast. Some were
frowey and hung with old automobile tirec for fenders, others white and gleaming with
polished chromium and flying yacht pennants. Thare were fishing boats, shrimp
catchers, anclent car ferrles that had never known the touch of salt water. Some had
been bullt before the Boer War', There were Thames fire floats, Belgian drifters, and
[feboats from sunken ships, There were bright blue French fishing boats and stumpy
little Dutch schouts, There were paddle steamers and tugs pushing barges, and flatboats
with anciant kerosana anginas. Large and small, wide and narrow, fast and slow, thay
moved in a motley flood down to the shore, Some had ragistarad with the navy and
ware under navy command. Others had simply come by themselves, tubby little crafts
used for Sunday picnics on the Thames and laid up for years, somehow gotten underway
by elderly gentlernen who had left their armchairs and rocking chairs. Down they came,
clogging the estuaries?, going off to war, ‘

! The Firat Boer War wes fought from 1880-1881; the Sacand Boer War was from 18991902,
1an astuary 1s whare a river mears the sea
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2 There were bankers and dentists, taxi drivers and yachtsmen, old longshoremen and
vary young boys, englneers, fishermen, and civil servants. There were fresh- faced young
5=a Scouts and old men with white halr blowIng In the wind. Soma were poor, with not
even a raincoat to protect tham from waather, and others were awners of great estates,
A few had méchine guns, some had rifles and old fowling pieces, but mast had nothing
bt their own brave hea rt,s.

3 lef they went at sundown, more than a thousand boats in all. [t was a miracle that so
many had been able to assemble 2t one place at one time, and even more miraculous
that crews had bean found for them, But now came the best part of the miracle. The
sex, a3 if obedient to suggestion, lay down flat. Ordinarily the English Channel Is one of
the roughest places In the world — no place at all for a small boat — but suddanly the
wind died and the seas subsided, and the little beats went out Into a calm night.

4 By the hundreds they poured forth. Coming up behind them, bent on missions of their
own, wera the warshlps, destroyers, cruisers, and gunboats, racketing full tilt across
toward the coast of France. The moon was not yet up, and in the blackness — for no one
dared show a light ~ the destroyers could not see the little boats, and the little boats
could not see the warsh:ps until the great gleaming haw waves moving at forty knots
were right on top of them. But somehow, forthe most part, they avoided each other,
and the strange armada moved on.

5 The wash thrown out by the blg ships was a serlous mattar for the little boats, and thay
rocked helplessly In the wake of the warships. It was like beling on a black highway with
fast-moving traffic and no lights showing. A few were rammed and some were
swamped, but still they meved on. Behind them, Invisible In the blackness, was England.
Ahead, glowing faintly from burning oil tanks and flaming artiliery, lay the coast of
France. On one of the little boats, the man at the whasl put his arm around the
shoulders of hls twelve-y#ar-old son and hugged him in silent encouragement, On

- another boat, a girl dressed Ih man’s clothes, having thought to fool the inspection
officers by sticking an empty pipe In her mouth, now took the pipe out agaln and stuck It
between her teeth to keep them from chattering,

& Suddenly aut of the night came dozens of alrcraft flares dropped by the German
bombars, looklng like orange blossoms averhead. Thay lit up a.nightmarish scene:
wrecked and burning ships everywhere, thousands of British soldlers standing walst
deep in the water holding thelrweapons over thelr heads, hundreds of thousands more
in snakellke lines on the beaches. Through it all, scuttling like water bugs, moved the
little boats coming to the rescue.

7 As the flares sputtered overhaad, the planes came In to the attack. The primary targets
were not the little boats but the larger ships - the destroyers and transports — but the
people on the little boats fought back all the same, firing fifles and rackety old Lewis
guns as the dive-bombers screamed down, Exploding bombs and fiery tracers added
thelr light to the unearthly scene, Through it all, the little boats contlnued to mova Into
the beach and began taking aboard the soldlers,
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8 Those who were there will never forget the long lines of men wearily staggaring across
the beach from the dunes to the shallows, falling into the little boats, while others,
caught where they stood, died among the bombs and hullets.

8 The amazing thing was tha lack of panlc. There was no mad scramble for boats, The men
moved slowly forward, neck deep In the water, with their officers guiding them. As the
front ranks ware dragged aboard the boats, the rear ranks moved up, first ankle deep
and then knae deep and finally shouldar daep until at last It was thelr turn to be pulled
up over the side, '

10 The little boats listed under loads thay had naver baan designed for, Boats that had
never carried more than a dozen peaple at a time were now carrying sixty or seventy.
Somehow they backad off tha beach, remainad afloat, and ferried their loads out to the
larger ships waiting offshore and then returned to the beach for more men.

11 As the German gunners on the coast and the Garman pilots overhead saw their prey
escaping, they renewed thelr efforts, The raln of bombs, shells, and bullets graw ever
greater untll the littla boats seemed to be moving through a sea of flame, The stfip of
beach, from Bergues on the left to Nleuwpoart on the right, was growing smaller under
the barrage, and even the gallant rear guard was now being pressed down onto the
beaches. The Germens were closing in for the kill. The Iittle boats stlll went about their
business, moving staadlly threugh the water.

12 As tha situatlon became even more despearate, the big ships moved In right alongside
the little ones, some grounding on the sand and hoping somehow to get off agaln
desphte the falling tide, Ropes, ladders, and cargo nets were heaved over the sides to
make it possible for the bedraggled men to clamber aboard. Those who were wounded
or too weak to climb were plckad up by the lIttle boats. Hands slippery with blood and
oll clutched at other hands, Strangers embraced as they struggled to haul =ach other to
safety. Now the flght was not only against the Germans but agalnst time as well, The
minutes and hours were racing by. Saon the gray light of dawn would be touching the
eastern sky, and when It grew light, the German guns and planes could pick off the
survivers at thalr lelsure, Evary minute counted now; the little boats redoubled thelr
already desparate afforts.

13 Orders were shouted but went unheard in that infernal din, The gun batterles shelled
without stopping. To the whistle of the shells wers added the scream of falling bombs
and the roaring of engines, the bursting of antiaircraft shells, mai:hlne-gun fire, the
explosions of burning ships, the screaming of the dive-bombars.

14 But all this time, as If In contrast to humanlty's frenzy, nature had remained calm, All
through the spring night, the wind had not risen and the sea had remained flat. That in
itself was a factor In the saving of countless livas, for f one of the usual spring gales had
coma whirling through the Channel, rescue would have been far mare difflcult, If not
Imposs|ble.
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15 All through the long haurs, the work went on. The old men and boys who piloted the
boats were sazging with exhaustlon, There was an endless repetition in what they wera
doing: pull the men aboard, make the wounded as comfortaidle as passible, take them
out to the larmer ahlps, then return for more. No matter how many times they made the
trip, there were still more men, apparently endless files of weaty, stumbling, silent men
maving down across the beaches Into the water, waiting for rescue.

16 Sometimes the Ilttle boats ran out of gas, And sometnmes the anglne of a bnat that had
been leid up for years in a hoatyard or quiet backwater simply broke down and quit,
When that happened, small Individual miracles were petformed by grease-stained,
sweating, cursing old gentlemen who whacked away in the dark with pliers and
screwdrivers at tha stubborn metal until some obstruction gave and the asthmatlc - .
engines ground back into lifa.

17 Meanwhile, invisible in the night sky, anather battle was taking place, R.A.F.? Spitfires
were hurling themselves at 400 miles an hour inta the massed ranks of Nazi. bombers,
scattering them all over the Channel. The fighters flew untlf they were down to thelr last
pints of fuel.and then hurriedly landed, filled their tanks and guns, and took off again,
Flitting back and forth, sllent as bats and deadly as hawks, they fought their own strange
war at great cost to themselves and at an even greater cost to the enemy. It was thanks
to them that the Germans wara ngver able to mount a fully sustained alr attack on all
the motley craft beneath,

18- Atlastthe ranks of men on the beach grew thinner, The flood that had once seemed
endless was reduced to a trickle. Already the sky was growing Hght, and soon the little
boats would have to scuttle away. None abandoned thelr position. Steadily they went
on with the work. Althaugh every minute lost might mean another life iost, the men on
the beach did not panic. Slowly, steadily, silently, reapoﬁdlng only ta the orders of their
officers, the long lines shuffled forward and out inte the water toward the helping hands
that waited for them on the little hoats.

J

When the operation of the little boats was plannad, the hope was to rescue about
30,000 men. What the little boats actually did was take 335,000 men off the beach
who then could continue the war against Germany.

From AGAINST ODDS: A EQOK ABOUT THE MANY FORMS OF COURAGE ©1070 by Basll Heatter.. Reprintad by permigsion of
Farrar, Straus, and Girouy, LLC. All Rightz Resmrved.

® RAF. stands for Royal Al Farce, tha merlal warfare service branch of tha British Armed Forces.
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QUESTIONS:
1.  Inparagraph 3, how does the author’s use of the word “miracle” impact tha tone of the text?

A.  liforashadows the minimal casualtles suffered In the battle,

B It Implies there are factual inaccuracies that have been reportad.

C.  Itsuggests the odds were high that the rescue operation eould have fallad,
D It Introduces the idea that other similar operations were not as successful.

2. What is the effact of the descriptive language In paragraphs 1 and 2?

to demonstrate how the crisis unified all aspects of British society
to llustrate how the English were affected by the war

to explain why so many resources were needad

to summarize the specific aid required by the British army

ooy

3.  The following quastion hax two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B.
Part At What was tha main purpose for using the small baats in the rescue operation?

A.  The small boats were piloted by regular clitlzens and therefore allowed the British soldlers
to do thelr job of fighting the German army.

B.  The small boats were harder to see at night and thus could more easily avoid the German
attacks from the ground and tha alr.

€.  The small hoats, as a group, could hold a greater number of soldiers than the biggar boats
belonging to the Britlsh navy,

D The small boats could get close to the beach and transfer the soidiers to the higgar boats
that had to stay in deep water.

Part B: Which two quetations from paragraphs 10-12 hest suppaort the answer to Part A?

A.  "Boats that had never carried more than a dozen peaple at & time were now carrying sixty
or saventy.” ‘

"B.  "Samehow they backed off the heach, remalned afloat, and ferried their loads out te the
larger ships waiting offshore and then returned to tha beach for mare men.”

C.  “The rain of hombs, shells, and bullets grew aver greater until the little boats seemad to
be moving through a sea of flame.” '

P.  “The strip of beach, from Bergues on the left to Nleuwpoort on the right, was growing
smaller under the barrage, and even the gallant rear guard was now belng prassed down
onto the beaches.” ‘

“The little boats still went about thelr business, moving ﬁteadilythruugh the water.”

i F.  “Asthe situation became even more desparate, the big ships moved In right alengside the
little ones, some grounding on the sand and hoping somehow to get off agaln despite the
falling tide,” ‘
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% 4, Thia following question has two parts. Answer Part A anc{ than answer Palr'i: B.

Part A: Which statement below best summarizes the cn.ntral idea of this excerpt?

A, Military boats and civillan ships struggled to navigate during a nighttime rescue mission.
B.  Chvillan sacrifice and good fortune played important roles in a daring rescue of Britlsh .
' troops, ‘ | -
C.  Thesallors of the little boats wete part of the largest rescue operation during World War
il, i :
D. Each group of rescuers had different motivatlons for saving the Britlsh troops.

Part B: Which santerice from the excerpt provides the bast support for the correct answer in
" PartA? _ ¢ '

A.  "Down they came, clogging the estuaries, going off to war.”
B. “Coming up behind them, hent an missions of their own, were the warships, destroyers,
_ crulsers, and gunboats; racketing full tilt across toward the coast of France.”
€. “ltwas a miracle that so many had been able to assemble at one place at one time, and
‘even more miraculous that crews had been found for them.”
B. “Itwaslike being on & black highway with fast-moving traffle and no lights showing.”
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5. In paragraph 2, the author writes about the English civilians, * A few machine
guns, some had rifles and old fowling pieces, but most had nothing, but their own
brava hearts,” Clrcle thrae santences throughout the text that provide evidence to
support the clalm that the rescuers in the small boats were brave,

6. Read paragraph 13. Use the context of the paragraph to choose the best
definitlon for the word “din.”

A. asound
B. aloud, unpleasant, and prolonged noise

€. ahullabailoo
D. aslosh orslop

7. List two context clues from paragraph 12 to support your choice of the hest
definition for “din.” Explain how the two clues helped you define “din.”

Clue 1

Clue 2

Explain
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8. From the three exarnplqs below, choose the gaquence of events from the text
(A, B or.C) that best develops the central idea.

A.  “There wera bankers and dentists, taxi drivers, and yachtsmen, old longshoreman
and very young boys, engineers, fishermen, and civll servants.”.

“The sea, as If ubedient to suggestions, lay down flat.”

“But all this time, as if in contrast to humanity's frenzy, nature had remained
calm

"When that happened, small individual miracles wera performed by grease-
stained, sweating, cursing old gentlemen who whacked away In the dark with
pliers and screwdtivers at the stubbarn metal until some obstruction gave and the
asthmatic engines ground back to life.”

8. "There were bankers and dentlsts, taxi drivers, and yachtsmen, old longshoremen
and very young boys, engineers, fishermen, and civll servants.”

“As the flares sputtered overhead, the planes came in to attack.”

“But all this time, as If in contrast to humanity's frenzy, nature haid rermained
calm.”

"Already the sky was grnwlng light, and soon the Ilttle boats wauld have to scuttle
away." :

C. ‘“There were bankers and dentists, taxi drivers, and yachtsmen, old !ongshoremen
and very young boys, engineers, fishermen, and clvll servants.”

“Off they went at sundown, more than a_thousand hoats In all.”

“It was like being on a2 black highway with fast.maving traffic and no lights
showing.”

“The fighters flew untll they were down to their last plnts bf fuel and then
hurriedly landed, fllled their tanks and guns, and took off again.”

10
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Laliteruc Brdiae of the Text™

euiar practice wlth com plex text is necea repare students for culiee ad career readiness N
outlined In Reading Standard 10. The text for this mini-assessment has been placed at grade B, and the
process used to determine this grade lavel placement is described below. “Appendix A of the Common

Core” and the “Supplement to Appendix A: New Research on Text Complexity” lay out a research-hased
procass far selecting complex texts.

1. Place atext or excerpt within a grade band based on at least one® quantitative measurs
~ according to the research-based conversian tahle provided in the Supplement to Appeandix A:
New Research on Text Complaxity (www.corestandards.org/resourcas).

2. Place a text or excarpt at a grade leval hased on g gualitative analysis.

1 Quantitative Measure #1 Quantitative Measure #2

RMM: B.1 ATDS: 8.2

After gathering the quantitative measuras, the naxt stap Is to place the quantitative scores in the
Conversion Tzble found In the Supplement to Appendis A ( andards o Wrges) and

~ determine tha grade band of the text. Figure 1 reproduces the cnnverslnn table frnm the Supplemant to
Appendlx A, showIng how the initial results from the Reading Maturity and the ATOS measures werg
converted to prade bands. ‘

figure 1 Updatad Text Cormplaxlty Grade Bands and Acsoriated Rangos from Multiple Messures”

3.51w7.73

740~ 1018 | 5A2-7.92 | 083-5.05
§81-1034 | 3281188 f 108 =9.57
“TECTEAE | 1060- TS

ar="1 00 =342 L1853 = 1285 | 067 - 1200 | 1230 14.50

H.0¥ ~ 13.59

130 34,10

4 For higher-stakes tests, it is recommended that two corresponding text complexfty measuras be usadtoplace s
taxt in & grada band. Whan two measures are used, both placing the text in the same band, the resulis provide
sdditional assurance that the text szlected [s appropriate for the band.

11
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To find the grade level of the text within the designated grade band, engage in a systemnatic analysis of the chasacteristics of the text. The characteristics that
should be analzed during a qualitative analysis can be found in Appendix A of the CC35. [www.corestanda rds.org} ’

12

Qualitative Analysis " “The Lang Emrﬂ of Litte Boats” excerpt \Where to place within the band?

Too carly mid & mid7 | midta
fiowr for | tomad- | boearly | toearly | end®

Brade ] 7 B
band

f3egs

Structure {both-story structure or The structure of the excergt is largely chronological, soitis likely to be accessible bo

form of piece} middle schooi students. The connection of main ideas Is redathely explicit, as the
narrative moves through the departure of the “sirange armada” from England to the

dengerous rescue of the troops. Although events in the text are generally chronological, ﬂ

students mmust also realize that several events happen simuitaneously (the scidiers are

stranded while the boats organize and travel; the air raids occur while the ships are

ferrving soldiers: the dawn approaches as the hatile is waged).

L
k J

Langt =pe Clarity and Conventions The text contains many complex sentences (see, for example, paragraphs 2 and 11), as
well as figurative language {poured forth, like being on o black highway, the rain of
bombs). There are also some domain-specific, or Tier 3, words, moslly relating to ships . %
and the military, which students may be unfamiliar with {ormored divisions, ferries,
schouts}. However, there is sufficient context to detenmine the meaning of the figurative
language and the Tier 3 vocabuary.

+

¥nowledge Demands (life, content, | To understand the text, it would be helpful for students to have a basic understanding of
cutturalfliterary} military operations and ship terminofagy. Also, prior knowledge of Workd War I would ﬂ

be beneficial But even without that knowledge, the information needed to answer the
questions lies within the four comers of the text.

1

v

Levels of Meaning [chiefly literary}f [ The main purpose of the text is implied, but readily accessible {see paragraphs 8 and 18):

Purpose [chiefly Informational} The British citizens were involved in a daring and important rescoe mission, ﬁ
F-. b .
" ¢ Overall placement: This text & complex in regard to text structure, vocabukry, and knowledge demands. i
Grade & This mini-assessment may be mast approgeiate for advanced wa.n..mnmnmmﬂ.v__ in the " - . ﬂ

J

vear, all 8" graders later in the year, or even 5 graders in their first scaester.
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Ri.4.4,

RL.E1

Although the authcr mentions casualties suffered inthe rescue efsewhere in the passage, paragraph 3 focuses on
the factors that would contribute to the success of the rescue.

. The author uses “mirace” to positively describe the rescus, not w imply there may be Tnaccuracies fn the

reperted information.
This is the correct answer. “IMiracle” is used to describe the ualikely and fortunate combination of factors that led
to the success of the mission. ‘

. Although tha conditions on this particular right had to combine perfecthy for the operation te be a success, there

is ng evidence or implication about the success of other similar operations.

RH.6-8.5,
HH.6-8.1

This is the correct answer. The variety of boats and rescuers ilustrates how the rescue rallied people behind a
CORNTHXN CaUse. -

B. alihough the rescuers were English, these paragraphs focus on only one day, rather than how the British were

affected over the entire war. )
Although many boats and people were involved in the rescue, these paragraphs identify the variety of resources
rather than the number of resources reqLired, )

. These paragraphs identify the kinds of boats and people available to the British army rather than what the army
specifically neaded.

JPatA

RLE3,
Rr8.1 -

kegular citizens piloted the small boats because many boats were reedad to rescue the British soldiers from the
shallow water and narrow beach, not because the soldiers were busy flghting.

. Although darkness inhibited German pilots from szeing the small boats, it was the agility of the boats, rather than

thefr inconspicuousness that was impottant.
There is no evidence to suggest that the capacity of the small boats was, in total, larger than the British naval
ships. :

. This is the carrect answer. The small size and weight of the boats allbwed ther to get closer to the stranded

scldiars.

B1-26-"15 16:55 FROM-
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Correct Answer{s)

Standards

Rationzles for Answer Options

APartB

B, F

. This statement explains how many soloiers thesmall boats carried rather than the reason they could gat to the

soidiers.

. Thisis a correct answer. 'This stateraent estplains how the small boats transferred soidiers _n_#mn.“_,.__ from the land to

the naval ships that were in deeper watear.

. This statement explains the dangers the litte boats faced rather than their purpose in the rescue.
. This sentence explains the result of the German attack, notthe role of the small boats.

Although this statement focuses on the litbe boats, Rmxn_m.sm their actions rather than the fact that they were
better abvle to access the beach. .

This is a correct answer. The sentence explains the dangers mmmunmﬂ_mn with the large ships getting too close to
the beach, demonstrating the need for the kittle boats. :

4 ParkA

RLB.Z, RL.8.1

. Aithough this detail is explained in pargraph 5, itforuses on one challenge of the rescus rather than bow and

why the mission succeeded {the central idea of the text )

. Thisis the correct answer. The combination of ardinary citizens and extraordinary circumstances led to the

successful rescoe af British troops.

. Although the number of soldiers to rescue seemed eadless, there is no iextual evidence to support the asserton

that the rescue was the largest in WwIE

. Afthough the British Mavy and RLAF. were describad as “bent an mwissions of thair own® and fighting “their own

strange war,” that mission and war were part E.nwn goal to rescue the British Army.

. This statement focuses on the number of civilian vesselsused for tha mission rather than the unlikely

drcumstances that led o the successful rescue.

. This statement focuses on the British Moy rather than cilizens and circumstances that led to a successful mission.

This is the correct answer. This statement addresses the r_:ﬂwm:__ elernents that came together to rescue the
British troops.

. This statement focuses o one chalienge the rescuers qmnmn rather than the numerous difficuldes snd positive

results of their missicn.

14
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COuestion
Number

Correct
Answer(s)

Standards

Rationales for Answer Options

RL8.1

Circle three pieces of evidence throughout the text that support the claim that the
rescuers in the small hoats were brave,
Answers will vary, but need to show the risk endeavored by the small boat rescuers.

For example,
{P. 3] Ordinarily the English Charnel is one of the rovighest Ennm.._. in the world- no place ot all for @ smaall
boot...

{P. 4] The moon was not nw.__,mn and in the blackitess- o no-one dared show a light- the destrovers could
not see the little boats, and the liitle boats could not see the worships untl the greot gleaming bow
waves roving at forty knets were right on top of them

{(F. 5} The wash ehrown out by the big ships was o serious matter for the lithle bouts, and they rocked

helplessiy in the wirke of the worships.

(P. 5) It wars like Being on a biack Frigivway with fast-moving traffic and no lights showing.

{P. 5} A few were rammed and some were swaitiped, but still they moved on.

RL.8.4

“Din” refers to loud, continnous noise, a confused uproar.

RI.8.4

Two context clues from paragraph 13 to support the best definition of "din.”
Gun kotteries shelled without un_uwmx@

Whistle of the shells

Scream of fulling bombs

Roaring of engines

Bursting of antiaircraft shiells

Mochine-gun fire

Explosion of burming ships

Screaming of dive-bombeirs

Explain how the two clues helped you define “din.” Answers will vary, but shoukd
mention the allusions to loud, unpleasant noise.

RLB.2.

The sequence of events in (A) best develops the idea that the combination of
ordinary citizens and extraordinary circumstances led to the successfal rescue of the
British ships. Although notas strong a sequence, some credit may be awarded for

(C)-
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" §hift 1 ~ Complexity: Regular practice with complex text and its academic language

» See Appendix B for examples of informational and literary complax texts:

. Sae the Text Complex[t\; Collectlon O W, achlgvejhecore org

Shift 2 - Evidanca: Reading, writing, and spaaking grounded in evidence from text, both ﬁterﬁry and
Informatienal

» See Close Reading Exemplars for ways to engage students in close reading on
; thacore.org/steai-thace-tools/tle ing-exemnplars
¢ 5Seethe Basal A[lgnment Project for exampies of text-dependent guestions:

Shift 3 — Knowledge: Buliding knowledge through content-rich nonfiction

»  See Appandix B for examples of informatiena! and literary cnmplex texts:

hitp://www.corestandards,org/sssets/Appendix B.pdf
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SEPT. GRADE LEVEL MEETINGS EXIT SLIP
I can use pre-assessment data fo plan differentiated instruction

ATH
Standard : SUGGESTIONS:
What are the big Patiems that you observe | Implications for Changes to Changes to Changes to Unit
ideas for this in the data for your instruction Assessment Rubric Map
standard? clagses,
{Objective Observations}

What professional learning was of mest value o you today?

What would have improved your learning experience today?

What are your professional development reeds as we go forward?
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