














































































































            

Brewer High School
Graduation Standards

adopted by School committee 8-11-14

Maine Statute on Proficiency for Graduation
Beginning with the graduating class of 2018, a diploma indicating graduation from a secondary school 
must be based on student demonstration of proficiency as described in this section. 

I. Requirements for award of diploma.  
In order to receive a diploma indicating graduation from secondary school, a student must:

A. Demonstrate that the student engaged in educational experiences relating to English 
language arts, mathematics and science and technology in each year of the student's 
secondary schooling; [2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW).]

B. Demonstrate proficiency in meeting state standards in all content areas of the system of 
learning results established under section 6209; [2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW).]

C. Demonstrate proficiency in each of the guiding principles set forth in department rules 
governing implementation of the system of learning results established pursuant to 
section 6209; and [2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW).]

D. Meet any other requirements specified by the governing body of the school 
administrative unit attended by the student. [2011, c. 669, §7 (NEW).][ 2011, c. 669, §7 
(NEW) .]

In education the term “standards, a skill or knowledge deemed essential”, is often used in a variety 
of contexts.  The use of the term standards in the proficiency-based education statute refers to the 
standards of Maine’s learning standards document, the Maine Learning Results.  The statute identifies 
the Maine learning standards (the MLR content standards) as the targets for student proficiency. The 
word standard appears in multiple contexts on the Maine Getting to Proficiency website.  In some 
contexts the term standard is intended to reference the standards of the Maine Learning Results.  In 
other instances, the term “standards” appears in the context of “Power Standards” and “graduation 
standards”.  Power Standards and graduation standards are provided as examples of ways that 
schools can merge or consolidate, or expand the essential knowledge and skills identified in our state 
standards documents for the purposes of reporting. The examples provide schools with alternative 
reporting schema for organizing the comprehensive collection of the core ideas in each content area of 
the state learning standards. Schools may select one of these organizations for reporting proficiency or 
create a different organization that comprehensively represents the core ideas of the state standards. 
The examples provided on Getting to Proficiency offer a system with a manageable and similar number 
of reporting units for each of the eight content areas.

What is Proficiency-Based Education?



Proficiency-based education refers to any system of academic instruction, assessment, grading 
and reporting that is based on students demonstrating mastery of the knowledge and skills they are 
expected to learn before they progress to the next lesson, get promoted to the next grade level or 
receive a diploma. In Maine, academic expectations and “proficiency” definitions for public-school 
courses, learning experiences, content areas and grade levels are outlined in the Maine Learning 
Results which includes the Guiding Principles, expectations for cross-disciplinary skills and lifelong 
learning, and eight sets of content-area standards, including the Common Core State Standards in 
English language arts and mathematics.

The general goal of proficiency-based education is to ensure that students acquire the knowledge and 
skills that are deemed to be essential to success in school, higher education, careers and adult life. If 
students struggle to meet minimum expected standards, they receive additional instruction, practice 
time and academic support to help them achieve proficiency, but they do not progress in their education 
until expected standards are met.

The following Graduation Standards define what a student needs to know and be able to do in each 
of the content areas of Maine Learning Results. These standards distill the most important long-term 
learning goals that will support with the skills and knowledge they will need to succeed in every area of 
adult life.

Mathematics
BH.M.NQ - Graduation Standard 1: Number and Quantity

Students will be able to reason and model quantitatively, using units and number systems to 
solve problems.

http://www.maine.gov/education/standards.htm
http://www.maine.gov/education/standards.htm
http://www.maine.gov/education/standards.htm
http://www.maine.gov/doe/proficiency/standards/guiding-principles.html
http://www.maine.gov/doe/proficiency/standards/guiding-principles.html


Performance Indicators

N.RN.1 Explain how the definition of the meaning of rational exponents follows from extending 
the properties of integer exponents to those values, allowing for a notation for radicals in terms 
of rational exponents.
N.RN.2 Rewrite expressions involving radicals and rational exponents using the properties of 
exponents.
N.Q.1 Use units as a way to understand problems and to guide the solution of multi-step 
problems; choose and interpret units consistently in formulas; choose and interpret the scale 
and the origin in graphs and data displays.
N.Q.3 Choose a level of accuracy appropriate to limitations on measurement when reporting 
quantities.
N.CN.2 Use the relation i2 = –1 and the commutative, associative, and distributive properties to 
add, subtract, and multiply complex numbers.

BH.H.A - Graduation Standard 2: Algebra

Students will be able to interpret, represent, create and solve algebraic expressions and 
equations.

Performance Indicators

A.SSE.1 Interpret expressions that represent a quantity in terms of its context. 
a. Interpret parts of an expression, such as terms, factors, and coefficients
A.APR.1 Understand that polynomials form a system analogous to the integers, namely, they 
are closed under the operations of addition, subtraction, and multiplication; add, subtract, and 
multiply polynomials.
A.CED.1 Create equations and inequalities in one variable and use them to solve problems. 
Include equations arising from linear and quadratic functions, and simple rational and 
exponential functions.
A.CED.2 Create equations in two or more variables to represent relationships between 
quantities; graph equations on coordinate axes with labels and scales.
A.REI.3 Solve linear equations and inequalities in one variable, including equations with 
coefficients represented by letters.
A.REI.4b Solve quadratic equations by inspection (e.g., for x2 = 49), taking square roots, 
completing the square, the quadratic formula and factoring, as appropriate to the initial
form of the equation. Recognize when the quadratic formula gives complex solutions and write 
them as a ± bi for real numbers a and b.
A.REI.6 Solve systems of linear equations exactly and approximately (e.g., with graphs), 
focusing on pairs of linear equations in two variables.

BH.M.F - Graduation Standard 3:  Functions

Students will be able to interpret, analyze, construct, and solve linear, exponential, quadratic, 
and trigonometric functions.

Performance Indicators

F.IF.1  Understand that a function from one set (called the domain) to another set (called 
the range) assigns to each element of the domain exactly one element of the range. If f is a 



function and x is an element of its domain, then f(x)denotes the output of f corresponding to 
the input x. The graph of f is the graph of the equation y=f(x)
F..IF.2  Use function notation, evaluate functions for inputs in their domains, and interpret 
statements that use function notation in terms of a context.
F.IF.4  For a function that models a relationship between two quantities, interpret key features 
of graphs and tables in terms of the quantities, and sketch graphs showing key features given 
a verbal description of the relationship. Key features include: intercepts; intervals where the 
function is increasing, decreasing, positive, or negative; relative maximums and minimums; 
symmetries; end behavior; and periodicity.
F.IF.5  Relate the domain of a function to its graph and, where applicable, to the quantitative 
relationship it describes. For example, if the function h(n) gives the number of person-hours it 
takes to assemble n engines in a factory, then the positive integers would be an appropriate 
domain for the function.
F.IF.7a  Graph functions expressed symbolically and show key features of the graph, by hand 
in simple cases and using technology for more complicated cases.  Graph linear and quadratic 
functions and show intercepts, maxima, and minima.
F.BF.3  Identify the effect on the graph of replacing f(x) by f(x)+k, kf(x), f(kx), and f(x+k) 
for specific values of k (both positive and negative); find the value of k given the graphs. 
Experiment with cases and illustrate an explanation of the effects on the graph using 
technology. Include recognizing even and odd functions from their graphs and algebraic 
expressions for them.
F.LE.5  Interpret the parameters in a linear or exponential function in terms of a context.

BH.M.G - Graduation Standard 4: Geometry

Students will be able to prove, understand, and model geometric concepts, theorems, and 
constructions to solve problems.

Performance Indicators

G.CO.1  Know precise definitions of angle, circle, perpendicular line, parallel line, and line 
segment, based on the undefined notions of point, line, distance along a line, and distance 
around a circular arc.
G.CO.8  Explain how the criteria for triangle congruence (ASA, SAS, and SSS) follow from the 
definition of congruence in terms of rigid motions.
G.SRT.8  Use trigonometric ratios and the Pythagorean Theorem to solve right triangles in 
applied problems.
G.C.2  Identify and describe relationships among inscribed angles, radii, and chords.  Include 
the relationship between central, inscribed, and circumscribed angles; inscribed angles on 
a diameter are right angles; the radius of a circle is perpendicular to the tangent where the 
radius intersects the circle.
G.GPE.5  Prove the slope criteria for parallel and perpendicular lines and use them to solve 
geometric problems (e.g., find the equation of a line parallel or perpendicular to a given line 
that passes through a given point).
G.GMD.3  Use volume formulas for cylinders, pyramids, cones, and spheres to solve 
problems.

BH.M.S -Graduation Standard 5: Statistics and Probability

Students will be able to interpret, infer and apply statistics and probability to analyze data and 
reach and justify conclusions.

Performance Indicators

S.ID.1  Represent data with plots on the real number line (dot plots, histograms, and boxplots).



S.ID.2  Use statistics appropriate to the shape of the data distribution to compare center 
(median, mean) and spread (interquartile range, standard deviation) of two or more different 
data sets.
S.ID.6a  Represent data on two quantitative variables on a scatter plot, and describe how the 
variables are related.  Fit a function to the data; use functions fitted to data to solve problems 
in the context of the data. Use given functions or choose a function suggested by the context. 
Emphasize linear, quadratic, and exponential models.
S.ID.6c  Represent data on two quantitative variables on a scatter plot, and describe how the 
variables are related.  Fit a linear function for a scatter plot that suggests a linear association
S.ID.7   Interpret the slope (rate of change) and the intercept (constant term) of a linear model 
in the context of the data.

English Language Arts
BH.RC - Graduation Standard 1: Reading Comprehension

Read and comprehend appropriately complex literary and informational texts independently 
and proficiently. (CCRA 10)

Performance Indicators

A. Determine, analyze, and trace the development/interaction of themes/central ideas in complex 
text.  (RI.2, RL.2)

B. Summarize text.  (RI.2, RL.2)
C. Analyze and explain how individuals, ideas or events develop/interact throughout a    text.  

(RI.3, RL.3)
D.  Determine denotative, connotative, figurative and/or technical meanings of words in context; 

analyze the effect of word choice on meaning/tone.  (RI.4, RL.4, RL.5, RL.6)

BH.RI - Graduation Standard 2: Reading Interpretation

Interpret, analyze, and evaluate appropriately complex literary and informational texts.
(CCRA 7,10)



Performance Indicators

A. Cite valid textual evidence in support of text analysis; determine explicit, implicit, and 
ambiguous textual meanings.  (RL.5 + RI.5)

B. Analyze author’s deliberate fashioning of text to communicate meaning and effect aesthetic 
and rhetorical impact.  (RL, RI.5)

C. Determine author’s point of view, purpose, or rhetorical strategies in a text, analyzing how 
rhetorical choices create the intended effect within the reader.  (RI.6)

D. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing reasoning 
for validity and evidence for relevance and sufficiency; identify fallacious statements and 
reasoning.  (RI.8)

E. Evaluate and integrate information from diverse sources, into a coherent understanding of an 
idea or event, noting discrepancies and agreement among sources.  (RI.9, RL.9)

BH.WA - Graduation Standard 3: Writing Arguments

Write clear and coherent arguments for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
(CCWA 1,4,7,10)

Performance Indicators

A.  Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source; integrate information 
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation.  (W.8; W.9)

B. Develop claim(s) that are precise and informed. Establish the significance of the claim(s) and 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims.  (W.1.B)

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  (W.1.C)

D. Establish and maintain an appropriate style and tone for the audience.  (W.1.D, W.2.E)
E. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing.  (L.1; L.2)

BH.WNT - Graduation Standard 4: Writing Narrative Texts

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. (CCWA2,3,4,10)

Performance Indicators

A. Engage the reader by presenting a situation, establishing a point of view, and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; create a logical progression of experiences or events.  (W.3.A)

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and reflection to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters.  (W.3.B)

C. Use precise language and sensory details to convey a vivid picture of the events, setting, and/
or characters.  (W.3.D)

D. Provide a conclusion that reflects on what is experienced over the course of the narrative.  
(W.3.E)

E. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling.  (L.1; L.2)

BH.SL - Graduation Standard 5: Speaking and Listening



Initiate and participate effectively in a range of discussions, responding thoughtfully to 
diverse perspectives, express ideas clearly and persuasively.

Performance Indicators

A. Engage effectively in a group to promote a civil exchange of ideas that probes reasoning and 
evidence.  (SL.1.A)

B. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, resolve contradictions when possible, and 
determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or 
complete the task.  (SL.1.D)

C. Integrate multiple sources of information to make informed decisions and solve problems.  
(SL.2)

D. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence.  (SL.3)
E. Develop a clear line of reasoning that addresses alternative or opposing perspectives.  (SL.4)
F. Use appropriate organization, development, style, and substance appropriate to a range of 

purposes and audiences for both formal and informal tasks.  (SL.4)

BH.WIT - Graduation Standard 6: Writing Informative Texts

Produce clear and coherent informative writing for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
(CCWA 2,3,4,10)

Performance Indicators

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
that:

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts and information to create a unified whole.  
(W.2.A)

B. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts appropriate to 
the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  (W.2.B)

C. Provide a conclusion that follows from, supports, or reflects on information that is presented.  
(W.2.F)



Science
BH.S.PS - Graduation Standard 1:  Physical Science:Structure/Properties of Matter, Forces and 
Interactions

Understand and analyze matter, reactions and physical systems as demonstrated through the 
integration of scientific and engineering practices and cross-cutting concepts (PS1 + PS2)

Performance Indicators

A. Use the periodic table as a model to predict the relative properties of elements based on the 
patterns of electrons in the outermost energy level of atoms. (HS-PS1-1)

B. Construct and revise an explanation for the outcome of a simple chemical reaction based on 
the outermost electron states of atoms, trends in the periodic table, and knowledge of the 
patterns of chemical properties. (HS-PS1-2)

C. Plan and conduct an investigation to gather evidence to compare the structure of substances 
at the bulk scale to infer the strength of electrical forces between particles. (HS-PS1-3)

D. Develop a model to illustrate that the release or absorption of energy from a chemical reaction 
system depends upon the changes in total bond energy. (HS-PS1-4)

E. Apply scientific principles and evidence to provide an explanation about the effects of 
changing the temperature or concentration of the reacting particles on the rate at which a 
reaction occurs.(HS-PS1-5)

BH.S.EWE - Graduation Standard 2: Physical Science:Energy, Waves, and Electromagnetic 
Radiation

Understand and analyze energy and the characteristics and dynamics of waves as 
demonstrated through the integration of scientific and engineering practices and cross-



cutting concepts (PS3 + PS4)

Performance Indicators

A. Create a computational model to calculate the change in the energy of one component in a 
system when the change in energy of the other component(s) and energy flows in and out of 
the system are known. (HS-PS3-1)

B. Develop and use models to illustrate that energy at the macroscopic scale can be accounted 
for as either motions of particles or energy stored in fields. (HS-PS3-2)

C. Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence that the transfer of thermal energy 
when two components of different temperature are combined within a closed system results 
in a more uniform energy distribution among the components in the system (second law of 
thermodynamics). (HS-PS3-4)

D. Develop and use a model of two objects interacting through electric or magnetic fields to 
illustrate the forces between objects and the changes in energy of the objects due to the 
interaction. (HS-PS3-5)

E. Use mathematical representations to support a claim regarding relationships among the 
frequency, wavelength, and speed of waves traveling in various media. (HS-PS4-1)

F. Evaluate questions about the advantages of using a digital transmission and storage of 
information. (HS-PS4-2)

G. Evaluate the claims, evidence, and reasoning behind the idea that electromagnetic radiation 
can be described either by a wave model or a particle model, and that for some situations one 
model is more useful than the other.(HS-PS4-3)

BH.S.LS.SFI - Graduation Standard 3:  Life Science: Structure, Function, and Information Processing

Understand and analyze molecular, structural, and chemical biology as demonstrated through 
the integration of scientific and engineering practices and cross-cutting concepts (LS1) 

Performance Indicators

A. Construct an explanation based on evidence for how the structure of DNA determines 
the structure of proteins, which carry out the essential functions of life through systems of 
specialized cells. (HS-LS1-1)

B. Develop and use a model to illustrate the hierarchical organization of interacting systems that 
provide specific functions within multicellular organisms. (HS-LS1-2)

C. Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence that feedback mechanisms maintain 
homeostasis. (HS-LS1-3)

D. Use a model to illustrate the role of cellular division (mitosis) and differentiation in producing 
and maintaining complex organisms. (HS-LS1-4)

E. Use a model to illustrate how photosynthesis transforms light energy into stored chemical 
energy. (HS-LS1-5)

F. Construct and revise an explanation based on evidence for how carbon, hydrogen, and 
oxygen from sugar molecules may combine with other elements to form amino acids and/or 
other large carbon-based molecules.(HS-LS1-6)

G. Use a model to illustrate that cellular respiration is a chemical process whereby the bonds 
of food molecules and oxygen molecules are broken and the bonds in new compounds are 
formed resulting in a net transfer of energy. (HS-LS1-7)



BH.S.LS.ME - Graduation Standard 4:  Life Science: Matter and Energy in Organisms and 
Ecosystems

Understand and analyze the characteristics, functions, and behavioral interactions within an 
ecosystem as demonstrated through the integration of scientific and engineering practices 
and cross-cutting concepts (LS2)

Performance Indicators

A. Use mathematical and/or computational representations to support explanations of factors that 
affect carrying capacity of ecosystems at different scales. (HS-LS2-1)

B. Use mathematical representations to support and revise explanations based on evidence 
about factors affecting biodiversity and populations in ecosystems of different scales. (HS-
LS2-2)

C. Construct and revise an explanation based on evidence for the cycling of matter and flow of 
energy in aerobic and anaerobic conditions. (HS-LS2-3)

D. Use mathematical representations to support claims for the cycling of matter and flow of 
energy among organisms in an ecosystem. (HS-LS2-4)

E. Develop a model to illustrate the role of photosynthesis and cellular respiration in the cycling of 
carbon among the biosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere, and geosphere. (HS-LS2-5)

F. Evaluate the claims, evidence, and reasoning that the complex interactions in ecosystems 
maintain relatively consistent numbers and types of organisms in stable conditions, but 
changing conditions may result in a new ecosystem. (HS-LS2-6)

G. Evaluate the evidence for the role of group behavior on individual and species’ chances to 
survive and reproduce. (HS-LS2-8)

BH.S.LS.ONSA - Graduation Standard 5:  Life Science: Growth, Development, and Reproduction of 
Organisms, Natural    Selection, and Adaptations

Understand and analyze genetics, adaptation, and biodiversity as demonstrated through the 
integration of scientific and engineering practices and cross-cutting concepts (LS 3 + LS 4)

Performance Indicators

A. Ask questions to clarify relationships about the role of DNA and chromosomes in coding the 
instructions for characteristic traits passed from parents to offspring. (HS-LS3-1)

B. Make and defend a claim based on evidence that inheritable genetic variations may result 
from: (1) new genetic combinations through meiosis, (2) viable errors occurring during 
replication, and/or (3) mutations caused by environmental factors. (HS-LS3-2)

C. Apply concepts of statistics and probability to explain the variation and distribution of 
expressed traits in a population. (HS-LS3-3)

D. Communicate scientific information that common ancestry and biological evolution are 
supported by multiple lines of empirical evidence. (HS-LS4-1)

E. Construct an explanation based on evidence that the process of evolution primarily results 
from four factors: (1) the potential for a species to increase in number, (2) the heritable genetic 
variation of individuals in a species due to mutation and sexual reproduction, (3) competition 
for limited resources, and (4) the proliferation of those organisms that are better able to survive 
and reproduce in the environment. (HS-LS4-2)

F. Apply concepts of statistics and probability to support explanations that organisms with an 
advantageous heritable trait tend to increase in proportion to organisms lacking this trait. (HS-



LS4-3)
G. Construct an explanation based on evidence for how natural selection leads to adaptation of 

populations. (HS-LS4-4)
H. Evaluate the evidence supporting claims that changes in environmental conditions may result 

in: (1) increases in the number of individuals of some species, (2) the emergence of new 
species over time, and (3) the extinction of other species. (HS-LS4-5)

BH.S.ESS.ESU - Graduation Standard 6:  Earth and Space Sciences: Earth, Space, and the 
Universe

Understand and analyze the origins, interactions, and relationships between and among the 
earth, our solar system, and the universe as demonstrated through the integration of scientific 
and engineering practices and cross-cutting concepts (ESS1)

Performance Indicators

A. Develop a model based on evidence to illustrate the life span of the sun and the role of 
nuclear fusion in the sun’s core to release energy that eventually reaches Earth in the form of 
radiation. (HS-ESS1-1)

B. Construct an explanation of the Big Bang theory based on astronomical evidence of light 
spectra, motion of distant galaxies, and composition of matter in the universe. (HS-ESS1-2)

C. Communicate scientific ideas about the way stars, over their life cycle, produce elements. 
(HS-ESS1-3)

D. Use mathematical or computational representations to predict the motion of orbiting objects in 
the solar system. (HS-ESS1-4)

E. Evaluate evidence of the past and current movements of continental and oceanic crust and 
the theory of plate tectonics to explain the ages of crustal rocks. (HS-ESS1-5)

F. Apply scientific reasoning and evidence from ancient Earth materials, meteorites, and other 
planetary surfaces to construct an account of Earth’s formation and early history. (HS-ESS1-
6)

BH.S.ESS.ESHA - Graduation Standard 7:  Earth and Space Sciences: Earth, Space, and the 
Universe

Understand and analyze earth’s systems and the relationship between human activity and 
the earth as demonstrated through the integration of scientific and engineering practices and 
cross-cutting concepts (ESS2 + ESS3)

Performance Indicators

A. Develop a model to illustrate how Earth’s internal and surface processes operate at different 
spatial and temporal scales to form continental and ocean-floor features. (HS-ESS2-1)

B. Analyze geoscience data to make the claim that one change to Earth’s surface can create 
feedbacks that cause changes to other Earth systems (HS-ESS2-2)

C. Develop a model based on evidence of Earth’s interior to describe the cycling of matter by 
thermal convection. (HS-ESS2-3)

D. Use a model to describe how variations in the flow of energy into and out of Earth’s systems 
result in changes in climate. (HS-ESS2-4)



E. Plan and conduct an investigation of the properties of water and its effects on Earth materials 
and surface processes. (HS-ESS2-5)

F. Develop a quantitative model to describe the cycling of carbon among the hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, geosphere, and biosphere. (HS-ESS2-6)

G. Construct an argument based on evidence about the simultaneous coevolution of Earth’s 
systems and life on Earth. (HS-ESS2-7)

H. Construct an explanation based on evidence for how the availability of natural resources, 
occurrence of natural hazards, and changes in climate have influenced human activity. (HS-
ESS3-1)

I. Create a computational simulation to illustrate the relationships among management of natural 
resources, the sustainability of human populations, and biodiversity. (HS-ESS3-3)

J. Analyze geoscience data and the results from global climate models to make an evidence 
based forecast of the current rate of global or regional climate change and associated future 
impacts to Earth systems. (HS-ESS3-5)

Social Studies
BH.SS - Graduation Standard  1: Application of Social Studies Processes, Knowledge and Skills  

Collaboratively and independently, research, present and defend discipline-based processes 
and knowledge from civics/government, economics, geography and history in authentic 
contexts. (MLR, A1; CCSS)

Performance Indicators

A. Develop compelling inquiry questions and conduct research on current social studies issues 
by applying appropriate methods and ethical reasoning skills, and using relevant tools, 
technologies and sources from social studies fields to conduct the inquiry. (MLR A1 a-b, f-g, i-j, 
A2, A3; CCSS WH 7-9)

B. Gather, synthesize and evaluate information from multiple sources representing a wide range 
of views; make judgments about conflicting findings from different sources, incorporating those 
from sources that are valid and refuting others. (MLR A1 b-e, i-j; CCSS RH 1-3, RH 6-9)

C. Develop informative/ explanatory texts about social studies topics, including the narration of 
historical events, and present a coherent set of findings orally and in writing. (MLR A1 e-j; 
CCSS WH 2, WH 4-6, WH 10)

D. Construct and present arguments both orally and in writing in which claims, counterclaims, 
reasons and evidence demonstrate their relevance to each other and the overall argument 
and the piece is organized anticipating the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values and 
possible biases. (MLR A1 e-j; CCSS WH 1, WH 4-6, WH 10, CCSS SL 4-6)

BH.SS.CE - Graduation Standard  2: Civil Engagement 

Apply the attributes of a responsible and involved citizen to affect a real world issue based on 
a local need (MLR, A2 + A3)

Performance Indicators

A. Develop compelling inquiry questions and conduct research on current social studies issues 
by applying appropriate methods and ethical reasoning skills, and using relevant tools, 
technologies and sources from social studies fields to conduct the inquiry. (MLR A1 a-b, f-g, i-j, 



A2, A3; CCSS WH 7-9)
B. Gather, synthesize and evaluate information from multiple sources representing a wide range 

of views; make judgments about conflicting findings from different sources, incorporating those 
from sources that are valid and refuting others. (MLR A1 b-e, i-j; CCSS RH 1-3, RH 6-9)

C. Develop informative/ explanatory texts about social studies topics, including the narration of 
historical events, and present a coherent set of findings orally and in writing. (MLR A1 e-j; 
CCSS WH 2, WH 4-6, WH 10)

D. Construct and present arguments both orally and in writing in which claims, counterclaims, 
reasons and evidence demonstrate their relevance to each other and the overall argument 
and the piece is organized anticipating the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values and 
possible biases. (MLR A1 e-j; CCSS WH 1, WH 4-6, WH 10, CCSS SL 4-6)

BH.SS.CG - Graduation Standard  3: Civics and Government 

Apply understanding of the ideals and purposes of founding documents, the principles and 
structures of the constitutional government in the United States, and the American political 
system to analyze interrelationships among civics, government and politics in the past and the 
present, in Maine, the United States and the world. (MLR,B)

Performance Indicators

A. Evaluate current issues by applying the democratic ideals in the founding documents 
and constitutional principles of the United States government, and explain how and why 
democratic institutions and interpretations of democratic ideals have changed over time. (MLR 
B1 a-c)

B. Compare and evaluate various forms of government and political systems in the United States 
and the world, and describe their impact on societal issues, trends and events. (MLR B1 d-e; 
B3 a)

C. Analyze the constitutional principles, and the roles of the citizen and the government, in major 
laws or cases, and compare the rights, duties, and responsibilities of United States citizens 
with those of citizens from other nations. (MLR B2 b-d)

D. Using examples of historical or current issues, analyze the political structures, power and 
perspectives of diverse cultures, including Maine Native Americans, various historical and 
recent immigrant groups in Maine and the United States, and various cultures in the world. 
(MLR B3 a-b)

BH.SS.E - Graduation Standard  4: Economics 

Understand and apply the concepts and processes from economics to understand issues of 
personal finance and issues of production, distribution and consumption in the community, 
Maine, the United States and the world. (MLR C)

Performance Indicators

A. Explain and analyze the role of financial institutions, the stock market, and government 
including fiscal, monetary and trade policies in personal, business and national economies. 
(MLR C1 a-b, d-e)

B. Evaluate the different strategies of money management, and the positive and negative impacts 
that credit can have on personal finances, using economic reasoning.  (MLR C1 c)



C. Compare different economic systems in a variety of regions and groups including Maine, 
Maine Native Americans, the United States and various regions of the world; explain the 
relationship between the region’s economic system and its government, and the resulting 
costs and benefits. (MLR C2 a-c)

 
BH.SS.G - Graduation Standard 5: Geography 

Analyze the physical, human and environmental geography of Maine, the United States and 
various regions of the world to evaluate the interdependent relationships and challenges 
facing human systems in the past, present and future. (MLR D)

Performance Indicators

A. Analyze the spatial organization of people,places and environments on the Earth’s surface 
using mental maps, geographic data and representations, geospatial technologies and spatial 
thinking. (MLR D1 b-c)

B. Apply geographical concepts, skills, and tools to interpret the past, address the present and 
plan for the future. (MLR D1 a, d)

C. Evaluate the impact of change and how culture and experience influence people’s perceptions 
of the physical and human characteristics of places and regions. (MLR D1 d)

D. Analyze the interaction between human actions and environmental systems, and evaluate the 
meaning, use, distribution and importance of resources in various regions of the world. (MLR 
D1 c, D2 a)

E. Evaluate how the forces of cooperation and conflict among people, as well as the movement 
and interactions of various groups of people, including Native Americans in Maine, influence 
the division and control of the Earth’s surface historically and in the present. (MLR D2 b)

BH.SS.H -Graduation Standard 6: History 

Apply and demonstrate knowledge  of major eras, enduring themes, turning points and 
historic influences to analyze the forces of continuity and change in the community, the state, 
the United States and the world. (MLR E)

Performance Indicators

A. Apply an understanding of the forces of continuity and change to analyze the evolution of 
historical eras, the persistence of enduring themes, and the significance of turning points and 
current issues in Maine, Maine Native American cultures, the nation and the world. (MLR E1 b, 
E2 b)

B. Select and organize evidence from primary and secondary sources to support an historical 
interpretation or argument. (MLR E1 A)

C. Trace and evaluate the development of democratic ideals, the persistence of enduring themes 
(e.g. power and authority; migration) and their impact on societal issues, trends and events. 
(MLR E1 C)

D. Identify and critique diverse perspectives on societal issues, trends and events and articulate 
priorities different groups or people hold in their perspectives.  (MLR E1 d, E2 a; CCSS RH 6)

E. Apply an understanding of causality, connections and significance to develop credible 
explanations of historical events based on reasoned interpretation of evidence. (MLR E1 D)



Computer Technology 
BH.CT.DC - Graduation Standard 1: Digital Citizenship 

Students will demonstrate a clear understanding of technology systems and operations and 
practice safe, legal, and ethical behaviors.

Performance Indicators

A. Demonstrate safe, legal and ethical behavior in the use of information and technology.
Students will get permission and/or cite the work of others.

B. Understand technology systems and use hardware and networks to support learning.
C. Use productivity tools and common applications effectively and constructively.
D. Transfer current knowledge to new and emerging technologies.

BH.CT.I - Graduation Standard 2: Integration

Students will use technology in all subject areas to collaborate, investigate and solve 
problems.

Performance Indicators

A. Demonstrate creative thinking, develop innovative ideas and processes using technology.
B. Research and evaluate information to solve problems using digital tools.

BH.CT.C - Graduation Standard 3: Communication

Students will use technology to effectively communicate with others electronically and to work 
collaboratively online.

Performance Indicators

A. Use digital media to communicate and work collaboratively to support individual learning.
B. Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media 

formats.
C. Contribute to team projects to produce original works and/or solve problems.
D. Label email and store it in appropriate folders.
E. Maintain email by deleting or archiving when no longer needed.

 

BH.CT.DM - Graduation Standard 4: Data Management 

Students will use technology to effectively store data for current and future use.



Performance Indicators

A. Proper organization of data according to subject matter through folders.
B. Accurately naming data for retrieval and storage.
C. Maintain data by deleting documents no longer needed.

Wellness
BH.W.HPS - Graduation Standard 1: Health Information, Products, and Services

Students comprehend concepts related to health promotion and disease prevention to 
enhance health. (MLR A)

Performance Indicators

A. Predict how behaviors impact health status by analyzing individual responsibility for one’s 
health, barriers to healthy behaviors, personal susceptibility and potential severity of injury and 
illness when practicing unhealthy behaviors. (MLR A1)

B. Analyze the interrelationships of physical, mental/intellectual, emotional and social 
health.(MLR A2)

C. Explain causes of common diseases, disorders, and other health problems and propose ways 
to reduce, prevent or treat them. (MLR A3)

D. Analyze and describe how the environment, genetics, family history, and access to health 
care, are interrelated and can impact personal health. (MLR A4)

E. Describe the characteristics of human growth and development through the various stages of 
life. (MLR A5)

F. Analyze complex health concepts related to family life; nutrition; personal health; safety and 
injury prevention; and tobacco, alcohol and other drug use prevention. (MLR A6)

BH.W.HPRP.W - Graduation Standard 2: Health Promotion and Risk Reduction

Demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors and avoid or reduce health 
risks. (MLR C)

Performance Indicators

A. Demonstrate healthy practices/behaviors to maintain or improve the health of self and others 
in each of the following areas: healthy eating; physical activity; tobacco, alcohol and other drug 
use prevention; and prevention of STDs, HIV and unintended pregnancy. (MLR C1)

B. Demonstrate a variety of behaviors to avoid or reduce health risks to self and others including 
first aid for personal, family and community health. (MLR C2)

C. Design, implement and evaluate a plan for stress management. (MLR C3)

BH.W.IH - Graduation Standard 3: Influences on Health

Analyze the ability of family, peers, culture, media, technology and other factors to enhance 
health. (MLR D)

Performance Indicators



A. Analyze and evaluate how multiple factors such as norms, culture and values influence health 
and health behaviors and investigate how public health policies and government regulations 
can influence health promotion and disease prevention. (MLR D1)

B. Evaluate the impact of technology, including medical technology, on personal, family, and 
community health. (MLR D2)

C. Analyze how some health risk behaviors, can influence the likelihood of engaging in unhealthy 
behaviors such as drug and alcohol use. (MLR D3)

BH.CT.ADG - Graduation Standard 4: Advocacy, Decision-Making and Goal-setting Skills

Demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication and advocacy skills; make 
decisions; and set goals to enhance personal, family and 
community health. (MLR E, F)

Performance Indicators

A. Utilize effective communication skills with family, peers and others to enhance health in the 
following ways:  asking for and offering assistance to enhance the health of self and others; 
refusal, negotiation and collaboration skills to avoid and reduce health risks; and strategies 
for prevention, management and resolution of interpersonal conflicts without harm to self or 
others. (MLR E1)

B. Demonstrate the following ways to influence and support others to make positive health 
choices: formulate health messages utilizing accurate peer and societal norms; adapt health 
messages and communication techniques to different audiences; and work cooperatively as 
an advocate for personal, family and community health. (MLR E2)

C. Apply the following decision-making process to enhance health: compare the value of 
thoughtful decision-making to quick decision-making in a health-related situation; justify when 
that decision should be individual or collaborative; generate alternative approaches and 
predict the potential short and long-term impact for themselves and other with each alternative; 
defend the healthy choice; and evaluate the effectiveness of the healthy decision.

D. Develop and analyze a plan to attain a personal health goal in the following ways; assess 
personal health practices and overall health status; select a personal health goal that 
addresses strengths, needs and risks; implement strategies and analyze progress towards 
achieving the goal. (MLR F2)

E. Formulate a long-term personal health plan, incorporating decision-making and goal-setting 
strategies. (MLR F3)

BH.CT.MK.A - Graduation Standard 5: Movement/Motor Skills and Knowledge

Demonstrate the fundamental and specialized motor skills and apply principles of movement 
for improved performance. (MLR G)

Performance Indicators

A. Apply the following principles of stability and force to modify their performance in games/
physical activities: how spin and rebound affect the motion of an object; how opposition, point 
of contact and point of release change the path of an object; how adjusting movements to 
accommodate external forces decrease the risk of injury. (MLR G1)

B. Demonstrate a variety of specialized movement skills specific to game/physical activity while 
participating in that game/physical activity. (MLR G2)



C. Explain the relationship of fitness skill components to specialized movement skills. (MLR G3)
D. Design appropriate practice sessions, utilizing fundamental movement skills to improve 

performance. (MLR G4)

BH.W.PFK - Graduation Standard 6: Physical Fitness Activities and Knowledge

Demonstrate and apply fitness concepts. (MLR H)

Performance Indicators

A. Participate in a health-related fitness assessment to establish personal fitness goals and 
reassess their fitness over time. (MLR H1)

B. Design and critique a personal fitness plan, from established goals,that applies the five fitness 
components and the principles of training (specificity, overload, and progression). (MLR H2)

C. Select and participate in physical activities that address their personal fitness plans and apply 
the five health-related fitness components. (MLR H3)

D. Explain the interrelationship of physiological responses and physical, mental/intellectual, 
emotional and social benefits related to regular participation in physical activity. (MLR H4)

BH.W.PSSK - Graduation Standard 7: Personal and Social Skills and Knowledge

Demonstrate and explain responsible personal behavior and responsible social behavior in 
physical activity settings. (MLR I)

Performance Indicators

A. Demonstrate the following collaborative skills while participating in physical activities: giving 
and accepting constructive feedback; respectful inclusion of peers in activities. (MLR I1)

B. Demonstrate responsible and ethical personal behavior while participating in physical 
activities. (MLR I2)

C. Predict how etiquette/safety rules improve games/activities, contribute to productive 
participation, and how environmental modifications can impact safety. (MLR I3)

Career and Education Development



BH.CE.SIR - Graduation Standard 1: Self-knowledge and Interpersonal Relationships

Assess and demonstrate a thorough understanding of the knowledge, attitudes, behaviors 
and skills needed to be successful in school, careers, civic life, and relationships with others. 
(NCDG PS1, PS2)

Performance Indicators

● Students are able to assess personal skills, abilities, aptitudes and dispositions and analyze 
how they positively and negatively aid them in reaching academic, career and life goals. (MLR 
A1) 

● Students identify and evaluate strategies to improve behaviors, beliefs, and attitudes 
necessary for success in school, careers and civic life. (MLR A2)

● Students demonstrate how positive and negative attitudes affect one’s ability to work with 
others and evaluate successful strategies to improve interpersonal skills. (MLR A3)

BH.CE.ECL - Graduation Standard 2: Education, Career and Life Roles

Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the changing nature of work in 
a 21st century global economy and educational requirements; how learning new skills and 
educational achievement lead to increased career options and lifelong learning. (NCDG ED 1, 
ED 2 ,CM 3, CM 5)

Performance Indicators

● Students understand the integration and application of academic knowledge and skills and 
lifelong learning to career success in a 21st century global economy. (MLR B1)

● Students evaluate strategies to improve skills that lead to lifelong learning and personal 
success in school, work, careers and community. (MLR B2)

● Students use a variety of informational resources including self-assessment, academic 
achievement and career interests to develop a personalized plan for education, training, and 
career choices. (MLR B3)

BH.CE.DPPOC - Graduation Standard 3: Making Decisions, Utilizing a Planning Process, Creating 
Opportunities and Making Meaningful Contributions.

Demonstrate effective decision-making and planning skills in their pursuit of success in 
education, work and citizenship roles. (NCDG CM 1, CM 2, CM 3, CM 4)

Performance Indicators

● Students use the planning process to evaluate the effectiveness of secondary and 
postsecondary goals. (MLR C1, C2)

● Students identify multiple resources that influence their career and education decision-making. 
(MLR C3)

● Students analyze and evaluate strategies for addressing diverse and changing societal and 
global economic needs that influence personal decision-making for workplace success. (MLR 
C4)

Visual and Performing Arts
Visual Arts



BH.VA.DL - Graduation Standard 1: Discipline Literacy

Students show literacy in the discipline by understanding and demonstrating concepts, skills, 
terminology, and processes.

Performance Indicators

● Elements of Art & Principles of Design: Students evaluate elements of art (color, form, 
line, shape, space, texture and/or value) and some principles of design (balance, contrast, 
emphasis, movement, pattern, rhythm, and/or unity). (MLR: A2)

BH.VA.CPE - Graduation Standard 2: Creation, Performance. and Expression

Students create, perform, and express though the discipline

Performance Indicators

● Media Skills: Students choose multiple suitable media, tools, techniques, and processes, to 
create a variety of original art works. (MLR: B1)

● Exhibition:
● Students select, prepare, and help with presenting their works in the classroom, school, or 

other community location, and articulate an artistic justification for their selection. (MLR: B4)

BH.VA.CPS - Graduation Standard 3: Creative Problem-Solving

Students approach artistic problem solving using multiple solutions and the creative process.

Performance Indicators

● Application of Creative Process: Students apply and analyze creative problem-solving and 
creative-thinking skills to improve or vary their own work and/or the work of others. (MLR: C1)

BH.VA.AC - Graduation Standard 4: Aesthetics and Criticism 

Students describe analyze, interpret, and evaluate art (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts).

Performance Indicators

Students analyze and evaluate art forms:
● Describe, analyze, interpret, and evaluate art forms by applying grade span appropriate arts 

concepts, vocabulary, skills, and processes. (MLR: D1 a.)
● Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a personal opinion and an informed 

judgment. (MLR:D1c.)

BH.VA.VAC - Graduation Standard 5: Visual and Performing Arts Connections

Students understand the relationship among the arts, history and world culture; and 
they make connections among the arts and to other disciplines, to goal-setting, and to 
interpersonal interaction.



Performance Indicators

● The Arts & History & World Cultures: Students analyze the characteristics and purposes of 
products of the visual/performing arts to understand history and/or world cultures. (MLR: E1)

● Interpersonal Skills: Students demonstrate positive interpersonal skills and reflect on the 
impact of interpersonal skills on personal success in the arts. (MLR: E5)

Media Arts
BH.MA.DL - Graduation Standard 1: Discipline Literacy

Students show literacy in the discipline by understanding and demonstrating concepts, skills, 
terminology, and processes.

Performance Indicators

● Elements of Art & Principles of Media Design: Students evaluate elements of art (color, 
line, shape, space, and/or value) and some principles of media design (contrast, repetition, 
alignment, and/or proximity). (based on MLR: A2)

BH.MA.CPE - Graduation Standard 2: Creation, Performance. and Expression

Students create, perform, and express though the discipline

Performance Indicators



● Media Skills: Students choose multiple suitable media, tools, techniques, and processes, to 
create a variety of media art works. (MLR: B1)

● Exhibition:Students select, prepare, and help with presenting their works in the classroom, 
school, or other community location, and articulate an artistic justification for their selection. 
(MLR: B4)

BH.MA.CPS - Graduation Standard 3: Creative Problem-Solving

Students approach artistic problem solving using multiple solutions and the creative process.

Performance Indicators

● Application of Creative Process: Students apply and analyze creative problem-solving and 
creative-thinking skills based on goals, audience, resources and presentation. (MLR: C1 and 
NCAS MA: Cr1-I) 

BH.MA.AC - Graduation Standard 4: Aesthetics and Criticism 

Students describe analyze, interpret, and evaluate art (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts).

Performance Indicators

Students analyze and evaluate art forms:
● Describe, analyze, interpret, and evaluate media art forms by applying grade span appropriate 

arts concepts, vocabulary, skills, and processes. (MLR: D1 a.)
● Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a personal opinion and an informed 

judgment. (MLR:D1c.)

BH.MA.VAC - Graduation Standard 5: Visual and Performing Arts Connections

Students understand the relationship among the arts, history and world culture; and 
they make connections among the arts and to other disciplines, to goal-setting, and to 
interpersonal interaction.

Performance Indicators

● Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work: Students identify, describe, and analyze a media 
artwork based on personal, societal, historical, and/or cultural contexts. (NCAS, MA: Re8-1)

● Interpersonal Skills: Students demonstrate positive interpersonal skills and reflect on the 
impact of interpersonal skills on personal success in the arts. (MLR: E5)



Music
BH.M.DL - Graduation Standard 1: Discipline Literacy

Students show literacy in the discipline by understanding and demonstrating concepts, skills, 
terminology, and processes.

Performance Indicators

● Listening and Describing: Students listen to and compare elements of music, including pitch, 
rhythm, tempo, dynamics, form, timbre, texture, harmony, style, and/or compound meter. 
(MLR: A3)

BH.M.CPE - Graduation Standard 2: Creation, Performance. and Expression

Students create, perform, and express though the discipline

Performance Indicators

● Composition: Students analyze and evaluate musical ideas expressed in their own 
composition or the composition of others. (MLR: B2)

BH.M.CPS - Graduation Standard 3: Creative Problem-Solving

Students approach artistic problem solving using multiple solutions and the creative process.

Performance Indicators

● Application of Creative Process:  Students apply and analyze creative problem-solving and 
creative-thinking skills to improve or vary their own work and/or the work of others. (MLR: C1)



BH.M.AC - Graduation Standard 4: Aesthetics & Criticism 

Students describe analyze, interpret, and evaluate art (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts).

Performance Indicators

Students analyze and evaluate art forms:
● Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a personal opinion and an informed 

judgment. (MLR: D1 c.)
● Research and explain how art and artists reflect and shape their time and culture. (MLR:D1 d.)

BH.M.VPC - Graduation Standard 5: Visual and Performing Arts Connections

Students understand the relationship among the arts, history and world culture; and 
they make connections among the arts and to other disciplines, to goal-setting, and to 
interpersonal interaction.

Performance Indicators

● The Arts & History & World Cultures: Students analyze the characteristics and purposes of 
products of the visual/performing arts to understand history and/or world cultures. (MLR: E1)

● Interpersonal Skills: Students demonstrate positive interpersonal skills and reflect on the 
impact of interpersonal skills on personal success in the arts. (MLR: E5)

World Language
BH.WL.IM - Graduation Standard: Interpersonal Mode

Students can engage in basic conversations, exchange information about various topics in 
both formal and informal settings.

Performance Indicators

Students Consistently:
● Can express self in conversations on very familiar topics using a variety of words, phrases, 

simple sentences and questions that may have been highly practices.  Initiates and sustains 
the conversation.

● Can negotiate meaning by self correcting and restating the question or prompt.
● Can communicate about self, others and everyday life.
● Can initiate, maintain and end a conversation to satisfy basic needs and/or handle a simple 

transaction.
● Can be understood by those accustomed to dealing with language learners.

BH.WL.IM.SP - Graduation Standard: Interpretive Mode

Students can negotiate meaning from spoken language.

Performance Indicators

Students Consistently:
● Can understand the main ideas and supporting details of conversations and presentations.
● Can comprehend paragraph-like discourse.
● Can guess meaning from context and make basic inferences about a source.

BH.WL.IMWL - Graduation Standard: Interpretive Mode



Students can negotiate meaning from written language.

Performance Indicators

Students Consistently:
● Can understand the main ideas and supporting details of a variety of written text
● Can recognize main ideas and key words in paragraph-like discourse.
● Can guess meaning from context and make basic inferences about a text.

BH.WL.PM - Graduation Standard: Presentational Mode

Students can express in writing, information and ideas to an audience of readers, on a variety 
of topics.

Performance Indicators

Students Consistently:
● Can express his/her own thoughts to describe and narrate in written presentations.
● Can write on a wide variety of familiar topics using sequencing and transition words to connect 

sentences.
● Can be understood by readers accustomed to language learners.

BH.WL.PMOI - Graduation Standard: Presentational Mode

Students can express orally information and ideas to an audience of listeners, on a variety of 
topics.

Performance Indicators

Students Consistently:
● Can express his/her own thoughts to describe and narrate in spoken presentations.
● Can present orally on a wide variety of familiar topics using sequencing and transition words to 

connect sentences.
● Can be understood by audiences accustomed to language learners.

BH.WL.PMRPP - Graduation Standard: Presentational Mode

Students can demonstrate and understanding relationship between the practices and the 
perspectives of the culture studied.

Performance Indicators

Students Consistently:
● Can identify differences in cultural practices among peoples that speak the same language.
● Can identify and compare differences in their native cultural practices and those of speakers of 

the target culture.

BH.WL.PMPRPC - Graduation Standard: Presentational Mode

Students demonstrate and understand the relationship between the products and perspectives 
of the culture studied.

Performance Indicators



Students Consistently:
● Can explain how political structure, history, literature, and/or visual/performing arts reflect the 

perspectives of a culture(s) in which the target language is spoken.


