[bookmark: _GoBack]Kick-off Events
Kick-off events are a great way to publicize Summer Meals sites and set the stage for a positive summer. They engage families, schools, local media, and other community players and generate excitement about your program. A successful kick-off event can take a variety of forms and depends on the community. Here are some ideas to consider: 

· Make the most of local media: Invite them to your event. A write-up in a local publication - be it online or in print, or even a live broadcast is helpful advertising. Take pictures. Make sure you have release forms for the photographs. Promote your program!
· Bring in community partners: Social service agencies, libraries, safety officers, nutrition educators, and other programming partners can connect families to resources.  Kids love a visiting fire truck.
· Include local “celebrities”: It is valuable to include leaders from your communities who can champion your program - beginning at your kick-off. Perhaps this person is a principal, church pastor, local politician, or a parent: someone who families trust and look to for information within the community. Having them speak at your kick-off can make families feel welcome. 
· Rally volunteers: Not only are you introducing the program to families, but to potential volunteers; hook them early.
· MAKE IT FUN: Music, entertainers, performers, and mascots add energy!
Organized activities and games with prizes (can be anything) make the event more attractive and dynamic; it sets the tone for the fun that will come throughout the summer. 
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