
Bring-It-Back TDQ Lesson 3, 4–5 
 

 
Below is a single segment of a lesson focused on a single question type in the 4 Phases of Text 
Dependent Questioning. Why? Because the first time you teach segment one, for example, that 
maybe your entire lesson for the day. Also, you may only be familiar with certain phases of 
questioning at this stage of your professional learning. However, as you become familiar with, 
and introduce, the subsequent questions, students will become familiar with them. At that 
time, some or all segments might be combined in one lesson. 

 
 

SEGMENT 3: What does the text mean?  

1. Introduce Purpose Statement. Review Close Reading and previous days’ work. 

a. Include close reading charts. 

2. Reintroduce text.  

3. Have students reread part of or the entire text. 

4. Read aloud part of text to model annotating and thinking.  

5. Using text dependent questions, think-aloud.  

6. Have students reread text or part of text to practice what was just modeled. 

7. Students discuss with partner or in small groups text-dependent questions. 

8. Students write their understanding of the whole text (a paragraph about the text based. 

on a What does the text mean? text-dependent question).  

9. Share with partner, small group, and/or whole class. 

10.  Review day’s work.

Copyright © 2015 by Corwin. All rights reserved. Reprinted from Professional Development Resource Center: Fisher and Frey 
on Close and Critical Reading by Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin.com. 
Reproduction authorized only for the local school site or nonprofit organization that has purchased this product. 
 



Close Reading Starter Lessons: Grades 4–5, Segment 3 
(Compliments Bring-It-Back activities from M7) 

 
 
SEGMENT 3: What does the text mean? 
 
Text: In this example lesson sequence, students continue their close read of “My Shadow” by Robert Louis Stevenson. 
 

Objectives:  
• Review components and purpose of close reading 
• Learn how to read closely to develop a deeper understanding of 

a text  
• Continue to use text-dependent questions to make sense of 

complex text 
 

Purpose Statement: 
• Students will reread the text, discuss, and then write a 

paragraph using supporting details, to explain the narrator’s 
feelings. 

Standards: 
R.1, R.2, R.3, R.4, R.5, R.6, R.7, R.8, R.9 R.10  
L.1, L.3, L.4, L.5, L.6 
SL.1, SL.4, SL.6 
 

Materials: 
• Charts: 

o Close Reading is . . .  
o Components of Close Reading 
o Phases of Close Reading 

• Blank Chart paper 
• If using electronic whiteboard you can project these 

charts 
• “My Shadow” by Robert Louis Stevenson (copies for 

entire class and one to project or written out on chart 
paper)  

• Pencils, Post-Its, highlighters 
• Student notebooks or folders 
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Segment Teacher Says/Does Supporting Materials 
3.1 Review and unpack the purpose statement. Highlighting key 

words and actions. 
Students will reread the text, discuss, and then write a 
paragraph using supporting details, to explain the narrator’s 
feelings. 
 

3.1 & 
3.2 

Review what students did yesterday. Restate the main idea 
statement(s) for the poem.  
 
Say: Okay, now we are going to read the poem one more 
time. We will use text-dependent questions that discuss 
aspects of the text that require a bit more analysis and 
understanding. The “How does the text work?” and “What 
does the text mean?”  
 

• What does the text say? (main idea—gist—the literal 
meaning) 

• How does the text work? (structure, author craft, 
vocabulary) 

• What does the text mean? (deeper meaning, theme) 
• What does the text inspire you to do? critical reading 

(tasks that integrate understanding of single or multiple 
texts, e.g., an essay, debate, Socratic seminar, 
presentation, etc.)  

 
3.3, 3.4 
& 3.5 

Reread entire text aloud or have students reread 
independently.  
 
Think aloud how you might answer the structure text-
dependent question about tone.  

Structure: 
What is the tone? How does this impact your comprehension of 
the text? 
 

3.6 & 
3.7  

Prompt students to answer the text dependent questions on 
Author’s Craft. 
 
Prompt students to discuss with a partner or in small groups 
their answers to the text-dependent questions on Author’s 
Craft. 
 
Listen in and have some students share.  
 
Use prompts, cues, and questions to deepen students 

Author’s Craft: 
What is the author trying to do by describing the shadow as 
shooting “up taller like an india-rubber ball” and getting “so 
little that there’s none of him”? How does that impact your 
comprehension?  
 
Why would the author call his shadow a “coward”? 
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comprehension. 
 

3.8 & 
3.9 

Read the author’s purpose text-dependent question and tell 
students they will be writing a paragraph to answer this 
question:  

How does the narrator feel about his shadow? How 
do you know? 
 

Prompt students to discuss with a partner or in small groups 
their ideas. 
 
Listen in and have some students share.  
 
Use prompts, cues, and questions to deepen students 
comprehension. 
 

Author’s Purpose 
How does the narrator feel about his shadow? How do you 
know? 

3.8 Students write their paragraphs. Work with individuals or 
groups to provide support  
 

 

3.10 Review today’s work and tell students that tomorrow they 
will continue the close read of “My Shadow” but with a more 
scientific eye.  
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Close Reading Starter Lessons 
 
 
Grade: _____ 
 

Overview:  
 
 
 

 
Objectives:  
 
 
 
 
STANDARDS: 
 
 
 

Materials: 
 

 
Segment Teacher Says/Does Supporting Materials 
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Segment Teacher Says/Does Supporting Materials 
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Text-Dependent Questions Development Worksheet 
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Complex Text Title:              Author:        Date Used:       

Phases of Close Reading Potential Text-Dependent Questions 
Text-Dependent Questions Used & Reflection 

on Effectiveness 

What does the text say? 
(Main Idea, Key Details) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How does the text work? 
(Structure, Author’s Craft, Vocabulary) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What does the text mean? 
(Author’s Purpose, Intertextual 

Connections) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What does the text inspire you 
to do? (Action-Oriented Tasks: 
debates, opinion and argument pieces, 
presentations, Socratic seminars, etc.) 
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