Grade 7 ELA Training SLO Assessment
Writing Prompts and Rubric Used to Evaluate Student Work

Fall Writing Prompts:
Choose from one of the following issues. Write an essay supporting your position, citing at least 2 references in support of your arguments.
1. Many believe that television does more harm than good in terms of helping to educate our young people. What is your opinion on this issue? Write an essay clearly stating your opinion, supporting it with convincing reasons and at least 2 references in support of your position. Be sure to explain your reasons in detail.

2. Some states are considering increasing the age at which young people can get their licenses to drive. What is your opinion on this issue? Write an essay clearly stating your opinion, supporting it with convincing reasons and at least 2 references in support of your position. Be sure to explain your reasons in detail.

3. Some believe that when girls and boys play the same sport, they should be allowed to play on the same team.  What is your opinion on this issue? Write an essay clearly stating your opinion, supporting it with convincing reasons and at least 2 references in support of your position. Be sure to explain your reasons in detail.

Winter Writing Prompts:
Choose from one of the following issues. Write an essay supporting your position, citing at least 2 references in support of your arguments.
1. Some experts suggest that the high rate of involvement in video games is one cause of violence and crime in young people. What is your opinion on this issue? Write an essay clearly stating your opinion, supporting it with convincing reasons and at least 2 references in support of your position. Be sure to explain your reasons in detail.

2. The Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) was enacted in 2000, with an update in 2011 to protect young people from obscene or violent Internet content.  Because of this law, schools and libraries are compelled to block websites and images in order to maintain some federal funding. Some feel this is in the best interest of young people. What is your opinion on this issue? Write an essay clearly stating your opinion, supporting it with convincing reasons and at least 2 references in support of your position. Be sure to explain your reasons in detail.

3. Some feel that random locker and purse searches will help reduce the amount of violence in schools. What is your opinion on this issue? Write an essay clearly stating your opinion, supporting it with convincing reasons and at least 2 references in support of your position. Be sure to explain your reasons in detail.
Scoring Directions:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each row will be rated at a 1, 2, 3, or 4. The following combination of row ratings will correspond to the 8 levels of performance: (Eight levels of performance was created by Washoe County School District, Nevada based on work with CTAC.)
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	Four or more rows are 1s.
	Three rows are 1s.
	At least three rows are 2s.
	At least four rows are 2s.
	Each row is at least a 2 with at least one 3.
	Each row is at least a 3, with at least two 2s.
	Each row is at least a 3, with at least two 4s.
	Each row is at least a 3, with at least three 4s.
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2013 Argumentative Writing Rubric (Grades 6-11)

o effective use of a variety of elaborative:
techniques

« adequate use of some elaborative
techniaues

techniques

4 3 2 1
The response i full sustained and consistenty | The response is adequalely sustained and The response s somewhat sustained and may | The respanse may be related 10 e purpose but
< 8 | and purposefully focused: generally focused: have a minor i n focus: may ofe ltle relevant detal
2 8| o daimis dlearly stated, focused and « claimis clear and for the most part ‘» may be clearly focused on the claim butis » maybe very brief
§ kn strongly maintained ‘maintained, though some loosely related insuffcienty sustained + may have a major drift
E & | o atemate or opposing oaims are clearly ‘material may be present « claim on the issue may be somewhat e s
% 8|  addressed (begins in 7th grade)  context provided for the caimis adequate unclear and unfocused
% 8| o daimis intoduced and communicated
clearty within the context
“The response has a dear and effecive “The response has an evdert argarizaional | The response has an inconsistent orgarizaionl | The respanse has il o o Gscemiie
orgarizational strucure, creating unty and structure and a sense of completeness, though | sructure, and flaws are evident orgarizational structure:
o | compltencss: there may be minor flaws and some ideasmay | inconsisten use of basio transifonal  fow or no ransifonal strategies are evident
5 | o eflctive, consistentuse of avarietyof | be loosely comnected strategies with e variety « frequent extrancous ideas may intude
3 ransitonal strategies « adequate use o ransifonal strategies Wit |« uneven progression o deas from
F |« logeol progesionofdas fom beginnng some variety beginning toend
g toend  adequate progession ofdeas from  condlusion and inroduction, fpresent, are
& |« efieciveintoduction and conclusion for beginning foend weak
audience and purpose  adequate inroduction and concusion « weak connecton among deas
o sirong connectons among ideas, with « adequate, i slihtly inconsiste,
some syniacic variety onnection among ideas.
The response provides thorough and convincing | The response provides adequale The response provides uneven, cursory “The response provides mirimal
supportlevidence for the writer's claim that supporevidence for writer's daim thatincudes | supportlevdence fo the writr' ciaim that supporevidence for the writer's daim that
8| incudes the effecive use of sources, fact, and | the use of sources, fact, and defals. The includes partial o uneven use of sources, facts, | inludes lte or no use of sources,fact, and
§ § | Sl The rosponsoacives susianl doh | respanseachiovessame dept and pecfcty | anddetals, and achives o depth detals:
2 £ | thatis speciic and relevant butis predominanty genera « evidence from sources is weakly  use o evidence from sources is mirimal,
52| o useofevidence from sourcesis smoothly | some evidence from sources s infegrated, integrated, and citatons, i present, are absent,in eror,or imelevant
25|  integraled, comprehensiv, relevant, and though citaions may be general or uneven
& concrete imprecise  weak or uneven use of laborative

Language and
Vocabulary

The response dlearly and effecively expresses
ideas, using precise language
« use of academic and domain-specific
Vocabulary is dearly appropriate forthe
audience and purpose:

The response adequately expresses ideas,
employing a mix of precise with more general
language:
 use of domain-specific vocabuary i
generally appropriate forthe audience and
purpose

The response expresses ideas uneverly, using
simplistic language:
 use of domain-specifc vocabulary may at
times be inappropriate for the audience
and purpose

The response expression of ideas s vague,
lacks dlarity,oris confusing:
« uses limited language or domain-specific
vocabulary
 may have lite sense of audience and
purpose

Conventions

The response demonstrates a strong command
of conventions:

o few,ifany, erors are present in usage and
sentence formation

o effectve and consistent use of puncuation,
capitalzation, and speling

The response demonstrates an adequate
command of conventions:
 some errors in usage and sentence:
formation may be present, but no
systematic patterm of errors is displayed
« adequate use of punctuation, capitalzaton,
and speling

“The response demonstrates a partial command
of conventions

« frequent errors in usage may obscure
mezning

« inconsistent use of punctuation,
capitalzation, and speling

“The response demonstrates a lack of command
of conventions:

 ermors are frequent and severe and
‘mezning s often obscure

e

‘A response gets no credit (0) i provides no evidence of the abilty 1o [l in with key language from the ntended targef]

“This rbic was released by the Smarter Balanced Assessment Cansortum to help eachers, administrators, and poicymakers beter
understand e Common Core Standards and prepare for the implementaton of the Smarer Balanced assessments. The Nevada
Department of Education has reformatid t o fton one pag.
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