In an effort to comply with Federal reporting structures, maintain data accuracy and integrity, and keep from over burdening Districts; the Maine Department of Education (MDOE) has developed a plan to collect some data quarterly.   

Asking districts to complete student level data collections on activities that occur throughout the school year appears to be a daunting task when they look at it only at the end of the year, resulting in districts being unable to actually complete the reporting requirements.  Those that do complete the reporting often have data that is less than reliable. 

By having districts incrementally fulfill these data collection requirements, it will allow the data to be entered closer to when the events occurred, allowing for more accurate data, and will allow for the districts to work on the data requests in smaller increments, not as one large task.

By having districts incrementally fulfill these data collection requirements, MDOE will be able to pull quarterly reports and identify districts and schools that may need some technical assistance regarding attendance, truancy and/or behavior issues.  Those issues can then be dealt with prior to the end of the school year while staff are still available.  In the past, issues that were found could not be dealt with due to staff being off for summer vacation.

2016-2017 will be the first year for state-level student attendance data collection.  Due to changing student information systems at the state level, the mechanism for collecting attendance data will be different in 2017-2018 and is expected to be more timely (weekly or even daily – although using a different data transfer method that should ease the burden for school districts).  By having this year’s data collection be quarterly, it will assist the districts in preparing for the state to have attendance data more regularly and will allow MDOE to do data analysis on the data to determine the accuracy and quality of the data.

Quarterly collections for 16 -17 would be for the following: attendance, truancy, behavior and bullying. 

We will leave restraint and seclusion as yearend collections.

The collections dates would be: 
· As of Oct 1 (to include July, August, Sept) – Open Oct 1- due Oct 15
· As of Jan 1 (to include Oct, Nov, Dec) – Open Jan 1 - due Jan 15
· As of April 1 (to include Jan, Feb, March) – Open April 1 - due April 15
· [bookmark: _GoBack]As of July 1 (to include April, May, June) – Open July 1 - due July 15

