
EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA) 

 

Assessment 

What ESSA requires for Assessment: 
• Alignment with higher education-“aligned with challenging state academic 

standards”; correlation higher ed to entrance requirements ; relevant to technical 

careers 

• Annual assessments- Math/ELA 3-8 and HS; Science once in each span(3-5, 6-9, 

10-12).   

• Alignment with state’s academic standards  
• Disaggregation. Disaggregation of results by student subgroups.   

• Alternate Assessments 
• Participation rate. ESSA requires a 95% participation rate 

• English Language Proficiency (ELP) Assessment  

•  

Accountability  

What we currently do: 

• State identification of and intervention in underperforming schools based in large 

part on annual assessment results. 

• Identification of whole school challenges (Priority) or within school gaps (Focus) 

• Publically available annual state report card (with additional indicators) 

• Performance data reported by subgroup (with inclusion of a Super Subgroup) 

 What is new under ESSA: 
• Elimination of AYP and 100% proficiency requirement 

• No federal prescription of state accountability systems, weights, differentiation 

• Use of non academic indicators 

• No federal prescription of school improvement strategies 

English Language Learners  

    What is required for English Language Learners under ESSA: 
• English Language Proficiency Standards (ELP) adoption of ELP standards that 

are1)derived from the domains of speaking, listening, reading, and writing;  2) 

Address the different proficiency levels of ELs; and 3) Are aligned with the 

state’s academic standards.  

• Participation in academic and ELP annual assessments  

• Inclusion in the state accountability system 
 

 School Improvement  

    What we currently do under Federal (ESEA-Title I): 

     Identification of status for Title I schools  

 Multiple supports for Priority and Focus 

•  Increased financial resources 

•  S I coaches 



•  Targeted PD 

•  Planning tools 

Technical assistance, as requested from Title I schools and regional supports 

      What is required under ESSA: 
• ESSA allows states to set criteria 

• All schools? 

• District vs individual school approach? 

• Differentiated –large districts vs single span districts? 

• Regional approach? 

Teacher and Leader Effectiveness 

    What we currently do: 
• Assurances that all teachers and paraprofessionals meet state certifications 

• States must ensure poor and minority students are not taught by inexperience, 

ineffective, or out-of-field teachers at higher rates than other students.  

    What is new under ESSA 
• Eliminates “highly qualified teacher” (HQT) 

• Flexibility to create teacher preparation academies, teacher residencies  

 
New ESSA Data Collections and Reporting Elements 

– School Climate, Preschool Enrollment, and Accelerated Coursework 

– Teacher Qualifications 

– School by School and LEA by LEA Finance Data 

– Disaggregation by Student Category 

• Add homeless, military connected, and foster care students 

– Cross Tabulation of Student Data 

 

Federal Funding  

      Increased flexibility to braid funding streams across the Titles 

 
 

 


