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ACCESS Growth Principle 

Lower is faster 

…the lower  the student’s language proficiency, the 
faster  they are expected to progress 

Higher is slower 

…the higher  the student’s language proficiency, the 
slower  they are expected to progress 

 



WIDA has developed an approximate expected 
language proficiency growth chart based on 
ACCESS scores from across the Consortium.   

EXPECTED GROWTH CHART 



WIDA Consortium 



Steps…. 
You need student scores from two consecutive years 

Choose a domain and the corresponding  growth chart  at the student’s grade span from year 1 

Subtract the YEAR 1 scale score from the YEAR 2 scale score 

Year 2 – Year 1 = # of   points of  Growth  

Find the Proficiency Level from YEAR 1 

Plot the Growth Point on the graph 

Find the Scale Score on the vertical axis 

Find the Proficiency Level on the horizontal axis 

 

The intersection is  Growth Point 

 

Expected Growth is between 40% and 60% 



 Scores from two consecutive years 

2010 - 2011 2009 - 2010 
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You need student scores from two consecutive years 

Choose a domain and the corresponding growth chart at 
the student’s grade span from YEAR 1 

Find the Proficiency Level from YEAR 1 

Subtract the YEAR 1 scale score from the YEAR 2 scale score 

Year 2 – Year 1 = # of   points of  Growth  

Plot the Growth Point on the graph 
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Expected Growth is between 40% and 60% 



Reading   Grade Span 1-2 

Student 2010 – 2011 
Reading 

2009 – 2010 
Reading 

Francesco 506 436 

Silvia 417 397 

Giada 489 372 



<2.0 <2.5 <3.0 <3.5 <4.0
P25 40 36 26 26 19
P40 61 58 43 41 33
P60 91 94 79 86 77
P75 116 118 109 113 109
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Starting Reading Proficiency Level 

ACCESS  for ELLs Percentile Growth for  
1st-2nd Grade-Reading 

2009 – 2010 Growth Chart 
1st – 2nd Grade Reading  



Steps…. 
You need student scores from two consecutive years 

Choose a domain and the corresponding  growth chart  at the student’s grade span from year 1 

Find the Proficiency Level from YEAR 1 

Subtract the YEAR 1 scale score from the YEAR 2 scale score 

Year 2 – Year 1 = # of   points of  Growth  

Plot the Growth Point on the graph 

Find the Scale Score on the vertical axis 

Find the Proficiency Level on the horizontal axis 

 

The intersection is  Growth Point 

 

Expected Growth is between 40% and 60% 



Reading   Grade Span 1-2 

Student 2010 – 2011 
Reading 

2009 – 2010 
Reading 

Proficiency 
Level       

2009 - 2010 

Francesco 506 436 2.8 

Silvia 417 397 4.0 

Giada 489 372 3.1 



Steps…. 
You need student scores from two consecutive years 

Choose a domain and the corresponding  growth chart  at the student’s grade span from year 1 

Find the Proficiency Level from YEAR 1 

Subtract the YEAR 1 scale score from the YEAR 2 scale 
score 

Year 2 – Year 1 = # of   points of  Growth  
Plot the Growth  Point on the graph 

Find the Scale Score on the vertical axis 

Find the Proficiency Level on the horizontal axis 

 

The intersection is  Growth Point 

 

Expected Growth is between 40% and 60% 



How do we calculate growth? 

G
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th

 !
 

This 
year’s 
scale 
score 

Last 
year’s 
scale 
score 



Reading   Grade Span 1-2 

Student 2010 – 2011 
Reading 

2009 – 2010 
Reading 

# Growth 
Points 

Proficiency 
Level       

2009 - 2010 

Francesco 506 436 70 2.8 

Silvia 417 397 20 4.0 

Giada 489 372 117 3.1 

 YEAR 2     –-     YEAR 1    =  Growth Points 
2010-2011      –       2009 - 2010 



Steps…. 
You need student scores from two consecutive years 

Choose a domain and the corresponding  growth chart  at the student’s grade span from year 1 

Find the Proficiency Level from YEAR 1 

Subtract the YEAR 1 scale score from the YEAR 2 scale score 

Year 2 – Year 1 = # of   points of  Growth  

Plot the Growth Point on the graph 

Find the Scale Score on the vertical axis 

Find the Proficiency Level on the horizontal axis 
 

The intersection is  Growth Point 

 

Expected Growth is between 40% and 60% 



Reading   Grade Span 1-2 

Student 2010 – 2011 
Reading 

2009 – 2010 
Reading 

# Growth 
Points 

Proficiency 
Level       

2009 - 2010 

Francesco 506 436 70 2.8 

Silvia 417 397 20 4.0 

Giada 489 372 117 3.1 
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Steps…. 
You need student scores from two consecutive years 

Choose a domain and the corresponding  growth chart  at the student’s grade span from year 1 

Find the Proficiency Level from YEAR 1 

Subtract the YEAR 1 scale score from the YEAR 2 scale score 

Year 2 – Year 1 = # of   points of  Growth  

Plot the Growth Point on the graph 

Find the Scale Score on the vertical axis 

Find the Proficiency Level on the horizontal axis 
 

The intersection is  Growth Point 
 

Expected Growth is between 40% and 60% 



<2.0 <2.5 <3.0 <3.5 <4.0
P25 40 36 26 26 19
P40 61 58 43 41 33
P60 91 94 79 86 77
P75 116 118 109 113 109
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Starting Reading Proficiency Level 

ACCESS  for ELLs Percentile Growth for  
1st-2nd Grade-Reading 

25th, 40th, 60th, and 75th 
percentile ranks 

Percentile Growth trend 
lines 

Growth scores for given 
percentile ranks 

Composite Proficiency 
Level score bands 

How to read growth charts 



Steps…. 
You need student scores from two consecutive years 

Choose a domain and the corresponding  growth chart  at the student’s grade span from year 1 

Subtract the YEAR 1 scale score from the YEAR 2 scale score 

Year 2 – Year 1 = # of   points of  Growth  

Find the Proficiency Level from YEAR 1 

Plot the Growth Point on the graph 

Find the Scale Score on the vertical axis 

Find the Proficiency Level on the horizontal axis 

 

The intersection is  Growth Point 

 

Expected Growth is between 40% and 60% 



Student 2010 – 2011 
Reading 

2009 – 2010 
Reading 

# Growth 
Points 

Proficiency 
Level       

2009 - 2010 

Francesco 506 436 70 2.8 

<2.0 <2.5 <3.0 <3.5 <4.0
P25 40 36 26 26 19
P40 61 58 43 41 33
P60 91 94 79 86 77
P75 116 118 109 113 109
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ACCESS  for ELLs Percentile Growth for  
1st-2nd Grade-Reading 



Student 2010 – 2011 
Reading 

2009 – 2010 
Reading 

# Growth 
Points 

Proficiency 
Level       

2009 - 2010 

Silvia 417 397 20 4.0 

<2.0 <2.5 <3.0 <3.5 <4.0
P25 40 36 26 26 19
P40 61 58 43 41 33
P60 91 94 79 86 77
P75 116 118 109 113 109
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ACCESS  for ELLs Percentile Growth for  
1st-2nd Grade-Reading 



Student 2010 – 2011 
Reading 

2009 – 2010 
Reading 

# Growth 
Points 

Proficiency 
Level       

2009 - 2010 

Giada 489 372 117 3.1 

<2.0 <2.5 <3.0 <3.5 <4.0
P25 40 36 26 26 19
P40 61 58 43 41 33
P60 91 94 79 86 77
P75 116 118 109 113 109
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