Bridging Rental Assistance Program

The Bridging Rental Assistance Program (BRAP) is a transitional rental subsidy program developed by the Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS), Office of Behavioral Health (OBH). BRAP has been established in recognition that recovery can only begin in a safe, healthy, and decent environment, a place one can call home.  People with psychiatric disabilities are often unable to afford to rent housing of their choice in the community.  BRAP is designed to assist individuals with psychiatric disabilities with housing assistance until they are awarded a Housing Choice Voucher (aka Section 8 Voucher), another federal subsidy, or alternative housing placement.  All units subsidized by BRAP funding must meet the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Housing Quality Standards and Fair Market Rents.  Following a Housing First model, initial BRAP recipients are encouraged, but not required to accept the provision of services to go hand in hand with the voucher.

Program participants pay 40% of their income for rent. BRAP subsidizes the remaining portion of the rent up to the Fair Market Rent.

                                                                              BRAP ELIGIBILITY

There are three components to BRAP eligibility as detailed below, ALL of which must be met to be considered for BRAP assistance.

I.  DHHS requires that recipients of BRAP meet the following criteria:

1. Are adults with Severe and Persistent Mental Illness (SPMI) or Co-Occurring Substance Use Disorders (SUD) who meet Eligibility for Care Criteria for Community Support Services, as defined in the most recent version of Section 17 of the MaineCare Benefits Manual (see http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/10/ch101.htm).
II. DHHS requires that all recipients of BRAP also meet the following conditions:

1. Adults who are receiving or are in the process of being (re-)instated for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and/or Social Security Disability Income (SSDI)—in cases where applicants have no current SSI/SSDI or other income source, documentation of General Assistance or another source of income (TANF, Employment, etc) must be in place or documentation of conditional approval must be present; AND

2. Applicants must have previously applied for Federal Section 8 Rental Assistance through their local Public Housing Authority or other local Section 8 administering agency.  If the wait list is closed, the applicant may be eligible for a waiver of this eligibility criterion provided that he/she agrees to and completes a Section 8 application at time of opening.  Section 8 wait list status must be maintained to continue to receive BRAP assistance.

III. DHHS will provide funds, as available, on a ranked basis as indicated below:

1. Eligible (as defined in paragraphs I. and II. of this section) adults who are being discharged from RPC or DDPC, private psychiatric hospitals, or who have been discharged in the past thirty (30) days and were admitted to a Psychiatric facility for a period greater than seventy-two (72) hours. Also, BRAP Recipients who are moving from Community Residential Treatment Programs, 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 101 MaineCare Benefits Manual, Ch. II Section 97, Appendix E, to less restrictive accommodations, to allow for appropriate discharges, as determined by the clinical team from the institutions mentioned above.

2. Adults who are being discharged within the next thirty (30) days from a Correctional Facility and meets Section 17 or 92 criteria or have been released within the past thirty (30) days from a Correctional Facility and meets Section 17 criteria. Also, to include those who have been adjudicated through a Mental Health treatment court and meet Section 17 or Section 92 criteria who have no subsequent residences identified

3. Eligible adults who are homeless as defined by the US Department of Housing & Urban Development:  

· is sleeping in places not meant for human habitation, such as cars, parks, sidewalks, and abandoned or condemned buildings; or are sleeping in emergency shelters.  This may include persons who ordinarily sleep in one of the above places but are spending a short time (90 consecutive days or less) in a hospital or other institution; OR

· is graduating from transitional housing specifically for homeless persons; OR

· is being evicted within the week from private dwelling units and 

i. no subsequent residences have been identified; and 

ii. they lack the resources and support networks needed to obtain access to housing; OR

· is a person being discharged within the week from institutions in which they have been residents for more than 30 consecutive days; and 

i. no subsequent residences have been identified; and 

They lack the resources and support networks needed to obtain access to housing.

