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The following terms are defined for application to policles and procedures of the Office of Child and Famlly Services.
Unless otherwise identified within a document, these are the Intended definitions for each term.
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Abandonment: As defined in 22 M.R.S. §4002 (1-A), which states, “Any conduct on the part of the parent showing
an intent to forego parental duties or relinquish parental claims. The intent may be evidenced by: failure, for a
period of at least six months, to communicate meaningfully with the child; failure, for a period of at least six months,
to maintain regular visitation with the child; failure to participate in a plan or program designed to reunite the parent
withthe child; deserting the child without affording means of identifying the child and his parent or custodian;
failure to respond to notice of child protective proceedings; or any other conduct indicating an intent to forego
parental duties or relinquish parental claims.” (See 2.7 Safe Haven Policy for the exception).

Abuse and/or Neglect: As defined in 22 M.R.S. §4002 (1), which states, “Abuse or neglect means a threat to a
child's health or welfare by physical, mental or emotional injury or impairment, sexual abuse or exploitation
including under Title 17-A, section 282, 852, 853, and 855, deprivation of essential needs or lack of protection
from these by a person responsible for the child. “Abuse or neglect also means truancy (under Title 20-A section
3272) or when truancy is the result of neglect by a person responsible for the child. “Abuse or neglect” also means
athreat to a child's health or welfare caused by child sex trafficking by any person, regardless of whether or not the
person is responsible for the child.
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