	Commonly Used Terms and Acronyms – 
Agencies

	ARRA (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009)- legislation with three immediate goals; create new jobs and save existing ones, spur economic activity and invest in long-term growth and to foster unprecedented levels of accountability and transparency in government spending.


	ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act)- legislation designed to protect the civil right of people who have physical and/or mental disabilities in both private businesses and the government. 


	AF4Q (Aligning Forces 4 Quality)- effort to lift the overall quality of health care in targeted communities, reduce racial and ethnic disparities and provide models for national reform.


	AIN (Advocacy Initiative Network)- Maine statewide organization for customers of mental health services with the mission to support the creation and sustainability of programs & initiatives that provide a better quality of life for Maine consumers.


	Alpha One-   Maine organization that is a center for Independent living, enabling people with disabilities to live more fully and more independently in all aspects of their lives.



	APA (Administrative Procedures Act)- US federal law that governs the way in which administrative agencies of the federal government of the United States may propose and establish regulations. 


	ASM (Autism Society of Maine)- non-profit organization that serves individuals with autism and their families, professionals, and communities by providing education, advocacy, referrals, and resource development.


	Behavioral Health (working definition)-   mental health, substance abuse, cognitive/brain injuries, behavioral treatment needs (anger management, etc.), and behavioral needs as they are related to physical health (i.e. brief interventions to improve diet and health habits of a person with diabetes).


	CAHC (Consumers for Affordable Health Care)- Maine-based non-profit organization advocating the right to quality, affordable health care for every man, woman and child.


	CAP (Community Action Program)- program aimed to fight poverty by empowering the poor in the United States and its territories.


	CCSM (Consumer Council System of Maine)- a vehicle for consumers of mental health services to give advice and make positive changes from the inside out.


	CDS (Child Development Services)- services available for early Intervention (birth - two years) and Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE for ages three - five years) under the supervision of the Maine Department of Education.


	CHCS (Community Health & Counseling Services)- Maine nonprofit that provides community health services such as children's services, adult mental health services and home health services.


	Children with Special Care Needs- children eligible thorough the Katie Beckett program, children in state custody, foster care, child protective custody, and adoptive assistance, children with serious emotional disturbances, children with intellectual disability, children with medical conditions, children in private non-medical institutions, children with spectrum disorders. 

COD (Co-occurring Disorders)- individual with an alcohol and/or substance abuse addiction as well as another mental health diagnosis. Otherwise known as “dual diagnosis”.



	DDC (Developmental Disabilities Council)- a partnership of people with disabilities, their families, and agencies which identifies barriers to community inclusion, self determination, and independence, and acts to effect positive change.


	DME (Durable Medical Equipment)- any medical equipment used in the home to aid in a better quality of living.


	DRC (Disability Rights Center)- non-profit agency independent of state and federal government that is Maine's protection and advocacy agency for people with disabilities.


	EIM (Elder Independence of Maine)- division of SeniorsPlus, the Area Agency on Aging for western Maine. Maine's Home Care Coordination Agency. 


	EPSDT (Early Periodic Screening and Diagnostic Testing)- children  that are the ages of 36 months and 72 months of age must receive a periodic screening of vision and hearing, mental and physical health screening, lead screening, and receive dental services and health education. When screening indicates the need for further evaluation, diagnostic services must be provided, and treatment when physical and mental illnesses or conditions are discovered by the screening. 
 

	FFY (Federal Fiscal Year)- for 2011 the federal fiscal year runs from October 1, 2010- September 30, 2011.


	FQHC (Federally Qualified Health Center)- several health programs funded under the Health Center Consolidation Act that Indian Health Centers may choose to enroll under.


	HCBS (Home and Community Based Services)- supportive services  provided in the member's home or the community designed to help older people or adults with disabilities remain living at home.


	HIN (HealthInfoNet)- Maine's nonprofit statewide secure health information exchange.


	HVJ (Homeless Voices of Justice)-  state-wide social change movement, organized and led by people who have struggled with homelessness.



	IEP (Individualized Education Plan)- an individualized plan developed for one student to allow an opportunity for teachers, parents, school administrators, related services personnel, and students (when appropriate) to work together to improve educational results for a child with disabilities. 


	IHS (Indian Health Service)- an organization created to assure that comprehensive, culturally acceptable personal and public health services are available and accessible to American Indian and Alaska Native people.


	LSE (Legal Services for the Elderly)- an organization that provides high quality legal services to Maine’s socially and economically needy elderly age 60 and over.


	LSS (Long Term Care Services and Supports)- assist individuals with performing activities of daily living and instrumental activities of daily living. These range from providing assistance with eating, dressing, and toileting, to assisting with managing a home, preparing food, and medication management.


	LTC (Long Term Care)- variety of services that includes medical and non-medical care to people who have a chronic illness or disability.


	MAAR (Maine Alliance for Addiction Recovery)-  Maine's grassroots organization supporting addiction recovery.


	MACSP (Maine Association of Community Service Providers)- association of organizations which provide supports and services to children and adults with developmental and other cognitive disabilities.


	MAIN (Maine Association of Interdependent Neighborhoods)- a coalition of low-income individuals and organizations working together to gain control of our living conditions and provide a statewide voice for low-income concerns. 


	MAMHS (Maine Association of Mental Health Services)- organizes to reflect and advocate for the collective interests of Mental Health Organizations and their directors at the state and local level.


	MASAP (Maine Association of Substance Abuse Programs)- non-profit membership organization that represents and advocates for the continuum of substance abuse services, from prevention through treatment to recovery. 


	MDA (Maine Dental Association)-  a professional membership organization of licensed dentists whose object is “to provide representation, information and other services for the dentist members and, through the dentist members, promote the health and welfare of the people of the State of Maine.”


	MEHAF (Maine Health Access Foundation)- organization with a mission to promote affordable and timely access to comprehensive, quality health care, and improve the health of every Maine resident and supports solutions to Maine's health care needs through grants and other programs, particularly targeting those who are uninsured and medically underserved.


	MEJP (Maine Equal Justice Partners)- organization that provides the following services: public policy advocacy in the legislature and with governmental agencies, legal representation and impact litigation on systemic issues, and statewide outreach and training on issues affecting people with low income and the supports that can help them prevent or move out of poverty. 


	MHMC (Maine Health Management Coalition)- non-profit organization whose over 50 members include public and private employers, hospitals, health plans, and doctors working together to measure and report healthcare value.


	MCCA Maine Community Action Association- represents 10 Community Action Agencies that provide services to low income people across Maine.


	MPHO (Maine Physician Hospital Organization)- nonprofit organization made up of hospitals that are pooling support resources while providing the advantages of a broad and integrated network of providers.


	NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)- a national grassroots mental health advocacy organization dedicated to support, education, advocacy, and research.


	NCQA (National Committee for Quality Assurance)- non-profit organization dedicated to improving health care quality.


	NIMH (National Institute of Mental Health)-  organization working to transform the understanding and treatment of mental illnesses through basic and clinical research, paving the way for prevention, recovery and cure.


	NQF (National Quality Forum)- nonprofit organization that aims to improve the quality of healthcare for all Americans. 


	OT (Occupational Therapy)- restorative services provided in accordance with physician orders, by an Occupational Therapist, Registered (OTR), or by a Certified Occupational Therapist Assistant (COTA) under the direct supervision of an OTR, licensed by the state or province in which services are provided, and acting within the scope of that license. 


	PCA (Personal Care Attendant)- caregiver who assists a person with day-to-day tasks.


	PCP (Primary Care Physician)- a physician/medical doctor who provides both the first contact for a person with an undiagnosed health concern as well as continuing care of varied medical conditions, not limited by cause, organ system, or diagnosis.


	PDL (Preferred Drug List)- a special list of drugs that your plan has determined are less costly and as effective as other drugs.

	PDN (Private Duty Nursing)- the planning of care and care of clients by nurses, working one-on-one with individual clients. 


	PHO (Physician Hospital Organization)- an organization that includes hospitals and physicians contracting with one or more HMOs, insurance plans, or directly with employers to provide health care services.
PNMI (Private Nonmedical Institution- a residential care facility;  a house or other place that is maintained wholly or partly for the purpose of providing residents with assisted living services.

	Provider- physician, dentist, certified nurse-midwives, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants. 


	PT (Physical Therapy)- a health profession that assesses and provides treatment to individuals to develop, maintain and restore maximum movement and function throughout life. This includes providing treatment in circumstances where movement and function are threatened by aging, injury, disease or environmental factors.


	QA (Quality Assurance)- a program for the systematic monitoring and evaluation of various aspects of a project, service, or facility to ensure that standards of quality are being met.


	QI (Quality Improvement)- improve the effectiveness, efficiency, economy, and quality of services delivered. 


	SA (Substance Abuse)- a maladaptive pattern of use of a substance. 


	SAMHSA (Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration)- U.S. governmental agency with a mission to reduce the impact of substance abuse and mental illness on America’s communities.


	SILC (Statewide Independent Living Council)-  council for the disability community in Maine with main purpose to develop a Statewide Plan for Independent Living every three years.



	SPMI (Severe and Persistent Mental Illness- a diagnosis of non-organic psychosis or personality disorder; duration characterized as involving "prolonged illness and long-term treatment" and operationalised as a two-year or longer history of mental illness or treatment; and disability, which was described as including at least three of the eight specified criteria. -National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) (1987).
SUFU (Speaking Up For Us)- statewide coalition with representatives all over the state who work to support local and statewide self-advocacy organizations to network with each other and with national organizations.


	TBI (Traumatic Brain Injury)- injury to brain that occurs due to an external force and can cause can cause a host of physical, cognitive, emotional, and behavioral effects, and outcome can range from complete recovery to permanent disability or death.


	TCM (Targeted Case Management)- services that assist individuals eligible under the plan in gaining access to needed medical, social, educational, and other services.


	YCCA (York County Community Action)- an agency that delivers a range of social service, health, educational programs (such as Head Start and Early Head Start, WIC, Energy/Fuel Assistance, Community Outreach, Transportation, Housing Services, and York County Community Health Care) to York County individuals and families living in poverty.


	YLAT (Youth Leadership Advisory Team)- dynamic group of young people and adult partners from across the state working together to make sure that youth in care (child welfare system) have the best possible experience.


	Youth MOVE Maine-  Maine chapter of a national organization that offers comprehensive training and technical assistance, outreach, advocacy and skills building for youth ages 14-25 and provides trauma-informed, youth-guided and culturally and linguistically competent training and technical assistance to agencies seeking to engage youth in all aspects of organizational development and service delivery.
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