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General Update- Sara Squires:
· At the last meeting the MAC agreed to have Sara testify at a Section 32 hearing before HHS and express the group’s frustration that the waiver has not been implemented and is at risk of going away.  However, it was later learned that the hearing was on a different issue and Sara opted not to use this venue to take a position. Instead, Mary Lou, who was already testifying, agreed to add a footnote to her testimony, in her capacity as MAC vice-chair.  Jack also testified on behalf of MEJP and stated his concerns with the waiver implementation.  The HHS Committee was happy to hear the issue, but was not happy about the situation.
Accountable Communities- Jim Leonard:

· Please reference handouts.
· Background- A lot of work has gone into developing the model of AC. Michelle has taken on this project as her primary focus and have developed the payment model.

· Statistical framework occurred in the fall of last year.  The work was successful and included discussions with CMS.  There were some concerns about the minimum population size- currently at 1000 and may need to be bumped up to 1500.

· Currently in final stages with CMS and working through actuarial issues and working with AGs office.

· Goal is to submit SPA next month.

· Seven ACs applied.  Of the seven, there was a smaller accountable community that withdrew their application.  Therefore, there are six remaining ACs- hospital led or FQHC led (PCHC).
· There is fair representation state-wide.

· Working towards an implementation in early May.
· Can the contracting occur if the SPA is not in place? Initial thought, yes, but will need to consult with policy.

· How does the discussion about capitated Managed Care that is currently happening at the legislature affect this model? This complicates a managed care strategy.  If the two models were 
· After the first year, you can determine if the total population is benefitting as opposed to a subset of the population benefitting.

· There is a concern that there is an incentive to prevent some services.  Since the design is around quality, this should also be focused on.  There could be some areas that are not measured that could decrease.

· There were no AGs who chose to include the optional services.

Health Homes Update- Kitty Purington:
· Maine has submitted the SPA and will share will MAC.

· Rule has been proposed, there were not any testimony-although, there were quite a few folks in attendance.

· There were 38 BHH applications submitted. There were 27 currently confirmed organizations with a mix of kids and adults.  The only county not represented is Aroostook.  There is hope they may submit when the application opens up again.
· Additional HH applications were also received.

· Finalizing letter to member- it will be going to Member Materials today.  The intention is to give members accurate information about their services, so they can make the decision.  Those members currently receiving services from a Behavioral Health Home Organization (BHHO) will need to opt out.  Those not currently receiving these services at a BHHO can opt in.

· The concern is that the BHHO case managers will impact the member’s decision as to whether they are appropriate for the service based on their current level of service hours as it may not be cost effective for the provider to include certain members in the BHHO.

· Some agencies only have a few sites in BHHOs and other have a few.  Some agencies have chosen to have pilot sites instead of included all their sides.
· The assignment of members will be to the member’s current site they are receiving these services at.  This will be based on current PAs to the site.
· BH collaborative- Anne Connors at QC is the Project Coordinator for BHHOS.

· Reviewing family and peer support for children services- looking for funding for this.

· Health InfoNet currently has s Behavioral Health RFP that is now listed on their website.

· Mary-Lou raised some concerns about slow authorizations through APS.  Primarily, Section 28, as well as, adults.  There is a delay in the continuing-stay authorization by the agencies.  Amy will follow-up with Julie Tosswill and will follow-back up with Mary-Lou.

· Jack wanted to know if there will be some long-term evaluation to determine quality improvements.  There will be evaluation that will occur.

Section 17 Update- Kitty Purington:
· There were some scheduling conflicts with SAHMS due to a re-occurring managers meeting they have on Tuesdays.  This discussion will potentially occur at the April MAC Meeting.
Policy Update- Amy Dix:

· Amy Dix is here with Sam, a new policy writer that started.  He is handling EPSDT, Chapter 1, and Transportation.  There is another Policy writer, Debbie Walsh, who is handling pharmacy, DME, Hearing aids.
· Increase of limits for Chiropractic Services- as a result of supplemental budget there was a limit for 12 minimum visits. This is changing from a rolling year as opposed to a calendar year.

· Vision- currently, not amending anything with vision.

· Accountable Community Rulemaking- if this goes live May 1st, will rule be live? Currently, working with AGs on this.  Wouldn’t the rule need to be final prior to establishing the contracts? Providers would like to know what the final rule is prior to contracting.
· There is current work being done on State Plan Amendment and separation of PNMIs in the SPA.

· Appendix C- has this been postponed to 2015? Currently, with the rulemaking process it will be difficult for it to occur earlier than this.

· It will be helpful to have a listing of policies each person is handling to be included on the Rule Status update.  Amy will include this.

· Derrick Grant is the Legislature Coordinator.  He works with Sarah and Stefanie on legislative activities.

Next Agenda- March:

· Policy update- Amy and Rachel.
· PNMI Update-Appendix C- Elizabeth Gattine

· CMS new definition of Community and how the Dept. is addressing/preparing for this- Jim Martin/Ginger Roberts-Scott
· Section 32 Update- Teresa Barrows
April Meeting:
· Section 17 Discussion- Kitty Purington/SAHMS


