MaineCare Advisory Committee

April 3, 2012 Meeting
OFI Update

The # of individuals on the Non Categorical Wait List as of March 6, 2012 is 18,916.  Enrollment number for Non Categoricals for February 2012 is 14, 617.  This is down from January (15,231). This number is affected by the ineligible members that were open in December; some of these members were Non-Catagoricals.  Historically, there are 400-450 members who drop off based on eligibility.  Doreen will send the updated waiting list information once it becomes available.
There are also some rule changes being worked on:


-58-P- COLA changes

               -Transfer of assets (residential care) comment period ends 4/1

               -2012 poverty levels- figure changes

               -Implement Ch. 477Z1- effective 10/1

               -Children’ Waiver rule status

Policy Department Update

Derrick Grant discussed some of the changes in the MaineCare Policy Department. Beth Ketch is overseeing Policy for now.  He will be sharing an updated list of which Policy Writer is handling what policy. Generally, the following is the case:

Ginger Roberts-Scott- Waivers

Margaret Brown- PNMI changes
Amy Dix- School Services (OT/PT/Speech)

Jamie Paul- Tribes
Derrick Grant- Section 2/Psych hospitals
Rules Status Update

Section 32- What about the changes from the term Mental Retardation to Intellectual Disabilities (LD1845)? Could this be updated in the rule? Derrick will follow-up on this.
CH. II, Section 65- There will be a 2 year limit on Methadone. After that, a PA will be needed.

Section 75, Chapter II, Vision Services- How does this work when a member has already had an appointment prior to April 1st, for example, if their last appointment was 1/15/12?  Would they have to wait 3 years from 1/15/2012? Or would it be 3 years from 4/1/12 and after? Derrick will find out this answer.  This would be the same question for those members who are prescribed methadone, how would it work if they were already on methadone at the time of the rule change?
Chapter II, Section 80, Pharmacy Services- Will there be a PA process for those members who need a brand name for more than two drugs for which generics are not available? Also, will a PA be needed if there is not a generic drug available that will work for that particular member?

Nutritionals: There needs to be clarification about who/what is covered. Does this apply to children? In the last meeting it was mentioned that this only applied to adults.  Under what special circumstances will this be reimbursable? What specific items are included and what is not included? Is there a list available for reference? There is an immediate need to get back to folks on this information because some providers have already received denials. There is also a need for clarifying this information in a listserv to providers.  Derrick will follow-up on this.  Amy Dix is the policy lead for Pharmacy.
Section 21: Adult Foster care should not be used, Shared living should be used instead.  This discussion has come up in the past and is a CMS term.  There will be more follow-up on this.

There was also a question on weather there was a waiting list for Waiver members because parents are being told that the waiting list is closed and no new applications are getting approved.
There was a discussion on the need for clarity in policy communication.  FAQs and any necessary and relevant lists might be helpful to clarify policy information going out to members and providers.  A material review or subcommittee of MAC members can also be helpful to make sure policy communication is clear/accurate.  It will also help to include affected organizations and MAC members on any policy related communications going to members/providers.  There was a request to have Kathy Levasseur, the Materials Review Committee facilitator, to explain the process of reviewing member materials.

Project Update
Michelle Probert, Project Manager, is hosting regional forums for the Value Based Project.  The first one was in Bangor yesterday.  About 65 people participated.    She plans on sending out another notice to include a link to the presentation and the lists of the remaining forum locations and times.
Over 100 practice sites have applied so far. It’s possible that some of these sites will not be interested in being a health home if they are not chosen as an accountable community organization.  Some of the practice sites that submitted applications are from rural communities such as Washington County and Aroostook County.

PMNI Update

Patricia Dushuttle is temporarily working on Private Non-Medical Institutions (PMNI) related activities under the direction of the Commissioner’s Office. There are a lot of changes being considered related to PNMIs.  Please review the website for more information about these considerations including meeting minutes, communications, citations and articles: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/provider/pnmi.html.

Stakeholder groups have been formed for each appendix.  There will be meetings that occur once per month to review various solution options.  The meetings will end in May in order to have a review of the work the groups have been doing.  There will be color coded results to determine if the service can be covered:
· Under a state plan

· An ISPA

· Can’t be covered

· Potential PACE program

· A Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility (PRTF) Program

There was a request to CMS for an additional 6 months in order to do an IMD analysis.  This analysis will address scattered site issues.  Additionally, some of facilities will have to do a PACER screening:
· about 2000 individuals will receive a screen

· there will be onsite review of service plans

· this is not an ongoing screening, it will be a one time analysis
Internal staff meetings will occur once the stakeholder meetings are complete.  The staff meetings will include all program staff and they will review meeting outcomes, determine where the services can be moved to, timelines, and other appropriate workgroups will be established as needed, for example, Nursing Facility eligibility work group.

Agenda for Next Month
Materials Workgroup Process

Accountable Communities- Next Steps

ER Initiative Update

Transportation Update
