MAINECARE TRANSPORTATION REIMBURSEMENT OPTIONS
CMS has indicated it will not approve Maine’s 1915(b) transportation waiver request. This waiver request was considered to be Maine’s best alternative to keep the current reimbursement methodology intact. CMS presented Maine with a series of options, which MaineCare staff discussed extensively with CMS. The first option, to pay for the entire program under administrative match, is too great a financial loss for the state to consider.  The three other options for transportation reimbursement in MaineCare appear to be a risk-based Pre-paid Ambulatory Health Plan (PAHP), a non-risk PAHP, and the Transportation Brokerage option. While a PAHP is not typically comprised of a system to provide transportation services, Maine was advised by CMS that this was the category under which its waiver request best fit.  
The attached chart shows these options.

Maine is currently reviewing its options.  At this time it appears that a risk-based contract is the only option which does not result in substantial financial loss of federal matching funds for the state. However, no final decision has been made and we are seeking input from transportation providers.
This decision needs to be made in the context of the state’s budget difficulties and the up-coming transition to managed care. 
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