Medicaid Advisory Committee 

July 6, 2010 

Present : Teresa Berkowitz, Aha Hicks, Kait B. Roe, Dean Crocker, Judiann Smith, Doreen McDaniel, Andy MacLean, Helen Bailey, Julia Bell, Susan Allen, Frank D’Alessandro, Rose Trout, Robin Chacon, Jack Comart, Kathy Adams, Jill Adams, Mary Lou Dyer, Darcy Shargo, Linda Riddell, Diane Smith, Leo Delicata, and Ann Stevens. 

Ana Hicks called the meeting to order and had everyone introduce himself. 

MIHMS Update – Robin Chacon
Robin Chacon gave an update on MaineCare’s new claims system, the Maine Integrated Health Management Solution (MIHMS).  The new system will begin running on September 1; the start date was delayed one month to allow for adequate system testing.  

New Prior Authorization (PA) and Referral systems will start running on August 9th for services planned for September 1 or later.  

Certain MaineCare policy changes will also coincide with the new system’s start date.  

Rule Status Update – Derrick Grant
Derrick Grant reviewed the Rule Status Report (see handout) with the group.  

The group also discussed having a work group plan for the upcoming rule changes in sections 28, 41, and 65.  

OIAS Update – Doreen McDaniel
For the Office of Integrated Access and Support (OIAS), Doreen McDaniel reported that 15,546 members are enrolled in MaineCare as non-categorical (childless) adults, and 13,822 are on a waiting list to enroll.  
OIAS is working on improving the response rate from members receiving annual review letters.  Members who do not respond may be dropped from coverage.  

The administration of the Health Insurance Premium Option (HIPO) is now handled by OIAS as of July 9, 2010.  

OIAS is also working on new rules to increase the personal needs allowance for members who pay for part of their care.  Taking less of a member’s earnings for Cost of Care will encourage more members to work.  Doreen noted that various technical changes were being made to other MaineCare related rules.  

The office is also tightening its process for ending a member’s MaineCare eligibility.  The goal is to avoid ending coverage before it should be ended.  

Sub-Committee Reports
The Mental Health sub-committee met and discussed the new 18-visit limit on outpatient care.  The group plans to monitor how the Department’s contractor, APS, will administer this limit.  

Pharmacy Preferred Drug Listing (PDL) – Jennifer Palow
Federal health reform law requires Medicaid plans to change how it collects and shares drug rebates with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  These changes give CMS a larger share of the drug rebates.  To make up for this revenue loss, MaineCare had its contractor re-negotiate some drug rebate agreements.  
MaineCare’s Drug Utilization Review (DUR) committee met in June to discuss these changes and make recommendations for the PDL.  As a result of their work, certain drugs will no longer be on MaineCare’s “preferred” list starting August 1, 2010.  

Other agencies within the Department will also be affected by these pharmacy changes.  The Office of Child and Family Services, for example, offers medication management for children who are wards of the state.  The group suggested inviting OCFS staff to visit the MAC meeting, after the OCFS study is completed about psychotropic medications for children. 

MaineCare Managed Care Project – Ana Hicks
Ana Hicks reported that MaineCare’s managed care project will sponsor a Member Standing Committee with 20 members.  The Member Standing committee will, in turn, have a representative on the Stakeholder Committee which will guide the project.  The goal is to have a broad cross section of members represented on the standing committee.  Also, the Member Standing committee will have a sub-committee focused on special needs members.  

MaineCare members and advocates will be able to attend listening sessions, planned for late summer and early fall.  At these sessions, staff and project management will solicit feedback on the design and goals of a managed care program.  

Since many MaineCare members need help to attend meetings, Julia Bell volunteered to draft a letter to the Commissioner requesting logistics support  and mileage reimbursement.  

The meeting adjourned.  
