MaineCare Advisory Committee – April 6, 2010 
Present were Ana Hicks, Kait Roe, Brenda Sabattis, Teresa Berkowiz, Kathy Adams, Marcia Cooper, Trish Niedoiswski, Ester Franklin, Patty Dushuttle, Darcy Shargo, Kevin Lewis, Anna Cyr, Jack Comart, Lisa Webber, Dennis Brockway, Charlene Kinnelly, Leo Delicata, Julia Bell, Linda Riddell, Sarah Stewart, Sally Fingar, Ron Bansmer, Tony Marple. 

Ana Hicks called the meeting to order, and invited everyone to introduce himself. 

Health Information Technology
Sally Fingar, of Deloitte Consulting, gave a presentation about Maine’s Health Information Technology project.  (See handout). 

Subcommittee Discussion
Patty Dushuttle reported that the MAC’s Children’s Subcommittee will meet on May 3rd at 9:30 a.m.  She also noted that the Transportation Subcommittee had met today to discuss the waiver, CMS issues, and the Integrity Unit’s investigation of members getting transport to methadone clinics. 

The group discussed the need for more subcommittees to address issues related to the state’s budget.  Ginger Roberts, of MaineCare’s policy division, will convene a workgroup for the 18-visit limit on outpatient visits for mental health; this initiative was voted into the next budget year.  

Other workgroups that will need to convene for budget-related issues include: 

· Shared living (rules are to change effective 10/1/2010) 

· Mental health payments 

· Private Non-Medical Institutions 

· Managed care 

· Nursing facilities 

The group agreed that sub-committees can invite people to participate who are not formal MAC members.  
Patty Dushuttle asked Ana Hicks to invite representatives of Maine’s Indian tribes to serve on the MAC.  Ana agreed to work with Patty on having the tribes represented.  
Rule Status Update 
Patty Dushuttle stated that in the future, the rule status report will include State Plan Amendments (SPAs) and waiver applications.  

She gave the group a list of rule sections affected by the rate cuts included in the state’s budget legislation.  The policy unit plans to streamline this rulemaking by including as many sections as possible in one revision to Chapter I, General Administrative Policies and Procedures.  Sections that have rates specified within them will each have a separate rulemaking.  

She then discussed the Rule Status Update (see handout).  

Managed Care Initiative
Tony Marple gave the group a presentation about MaineCare’s managed care initiative, recently reported to the state legislature.  (See handout).  

OIAS Update
Ron Bansmer reported that the non-categorical (childless adult) members grew by 1,938 since last month.  These members were automatically enrolled from the waiting list, because they were receiving food supplement benefits.  Another 1,500 letters went out to other wait-listed people who need to re-apply.  OIAS does not yet have data on how many of these people have enrolled. 

The meeting adjourned. 

