NOTES

MAC Meeting – January 6, 2010  

In attendance:  Kait Roe, Teresa Berkowitz, Joe Pannozzo, Carolyn Cheney, Patty Dushuttle, Dean Crocker, Robin Chacon, Lisa Webber, Dennis Brockway, Peter Kraut, Edwina Drucker, Anna Cyr, Mary Lou Dyer, Helen Bailey, Cindy Boucher, Delta Cseak, Ron Bansmer, Jack Comart, Ana Hicks, Juliana L’Heureux, Linda Riddell. 

MIHMS Update
Robin Chacon gave the group an update on the Maine Integrated Health Management Solution (MIHMS) provider enrollment. (See handout.)    For some provider types, a significant percentage have not yet enrolled in the MIHMS.  Staff have reached out to provider trade associations, and to providers individually to get them enrolled and prepared for the new system.  

Follow up item:  The MaineCare Advisory Committee asked to see an update of MIHMS provider enrollment at its next monthly meeting. 

Robin also explained how the transition from the current system to the new system will be handled.  She then shared with the group a presentation about the new system’s on-line services.  (See handout.)  

Follow up items: The group had several questions that Robin will follow up on: 

· Does the on-line member eligibility tell users which service codes require a Prior Authorization?  For child members, will the on-line member eligibility mention that any code listed as “not covered” may in fact be covered under EPSDT? 

· How long will it take for a member to receive in the mail a claims history that he requests online? 

· What will be listed in the Community Resources section?  How will this section be kept up to date? 

MaineCare Rules Update 

Patty Dushuttle told the group about two waivers that need to be approved by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  One waiver would allow transportation brokers to also be the transportation provider, and would allow MaineCare to purchase monthly bus passes for members.  Another waiver concerns children who are receiving care outside of Maine, and would allow MaineCare to bring these members back to Maine in certain circumstances.  
Jack Comart mentioned that under federal health care reform, MaineCare’s waiver applications would receive public comments.  

Follow up item: Patty Dushuttle will set up a meeting with Jack Comart and others to discuss how MaineCare’s waiver process could include public comments. 

Patty then gave an overview of several rules that are currently receiving public comment.  (See handout.)  She also noted that Section 3, Ambulatory Care Clinics had recently been adopted to allow certain providers to sponsor flu vaccine clinics.  Also, Section 25, Dental Services had recently been adopted and will increase rates for certain service codes.  

OIAS Update
Ron Bansmer, from the Office of Integrated Access and Support (OIAS), told the group about a new system for verifying an applicant’s citizenship.  The system will be used for new applicants, and eventually will be used for members’ annual renewal.  
OIAS has streamlined the application for some limited benefit programs, including Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB), and Qualified Individuals (QI).  

He reported that the Federal Poverty Limit (FPL) for the first quarter of 2010 would be the same as 2009.  This means that the income requirements will not change for members to be eligible for MaineCare, or for other programs and services. 

Currently, 10,179 members are enrolled as “non-categorical” adults.  OIAS sent letters to about 700 people who were on the waiting list to enroll.  These prospective members have until January 15, 2010 to respond and update their application.  The waiting list has approximately 16,000 people.  

OIAS has hired Doreen McDaniel to be its MaineCare program manager.  She will start in her new position on January 25, 2010. 

MAC’s Advisory Role
Ana Hicks led a discussion of the committee’s activities and role with the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).  The group agreed that the committee needs a mechanism to get a response from DHHS to feedback.  Sub-committees could be used more often to work on specific issues; these sub-committees could then report back to the larger group.  
The committee’s mission includes working on planned policy proposals, before the proposed rule gets to the public comment period.  The group also agreed that it needs to add more MaineCare consumers.  

Follow up item: Review the federal requirements that apply to the committee at the next meeting.  Ana Hicks will work with Kait Roe to recruit a MaineCare consumer to serve. 

The group then discussed the governor’s proposed supplemental budget, which includes decreases to several MaineCare benefits and decreases to providers’ payments.  Ana recommended that the committee testify to oppose the cuts.  The group agreed. 

Follow up item: Ana Hicks will work on testimony and will circulate a draft to the group.  Kait Roe agreed to deliver the testimony to the legislature on behalf of the group.  

