Dear PNMI Providers,

Yesterday, DHHS unveiled its proposal to close a $120 million shortfall in SFY12 and an anticipated $101 million shortfall in SFY 13 to the Legislature and the media. Included in this proposal is the elimination of funding of PNMI services.
The budget shortfall we face gave us no options but to consider all possible solutions.  In order to fund the gap we made the difficult decision to propose elimination of many MaineCare services not federally required. As you know, the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has long had concerns about Maine’s PNMI program and the compliance with federal Medicaid regulations.  CMS has clearly requested that Maine move away from this model.

We understand how this budget recommendation may cause confusion for you given the work we have done to find solutions to move Maine’s program into compliance with federal regulations and re-design how these services are delivered. Our desire and commitment to work with you is and always has been genuine. We greatly appreciate the efforts of all stakeholders thus far, acknowledge your willingness to partner with us in the past and look forward to continuing our work together in the future. 

We do not know what the outcome of this budget proposal will be but do know the Legislature will have its share of questions.  As a result of those questions, we believe it is imperative that we continue to work with all of you on the prioritization of services and other models for the delivery of critical services.  
We will keep you informed as the Legislative debate moves forward and will reach out to you to plan next steps. We thank you for your partnership and understanding during these challenging times. Please do not hesitate to contact us through Pam Easton should you have questions or suggestions.

Sincerely,

Mary Mayhew, Commissioner
Bonnie Smith, Deputy Commissioner
Pam Easton, Director of Program & Regulatory Accountability
