Please note the following changes that may impact MaineCare providers:

Section 65, Behavioral Health Services

1. Dual eligibles (individuals who have both MaineCare and Medicare) will no longer be able to receive Behavioral Health Services from Licensed Clinical Professional Counselors (LCPCs) or Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists (LMFTs). They must receive these services from a Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW). If a dual eligible member lives farther than 30 minutes from an LCSW, they may be able to be seen by an LCPC or LMFT. They should call Member Services (1-800-977-6740) to find out if this is an option for them. This change will be effective August 1, 2013, upon approval by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). 

2. The Department will reinstate reimbursement rates for Licensed Clinical Professional Counselors (LCPCs) and Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists (LMFTs) by 5%. This will be effective July 1, 2013, upon approval by CMS. 

Section 45, Hospital Services 

The Department will reduce hospital reimbursement rates for outpatient Ambulatory Payment Classification (APC) services by 10%, effective July 1, 2013, upon approval by CMS. 

The Department will increase the MaineCare rates to $9,128.31 per psychiatric discharge for patients under the age of 18 for hospitals in the Lewiston – Auburn area.  This will be effective July 1, 2013, upon approval by CMS.

Sections 45 and 67: Hospital Services and Nursing Facilities

There will be new limits to therapeutic leave and hospital bed hold days. Therapeutic leave days have been increased from one (1) to twenty (20) days per year. Hospital bed hold days have been increased from four (4) per year to seven (7) days per hospital visit. This change will be effective retroactive to April 1, 2013, upon approval by CMS.

Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB) Program

The Department will eliminate MaineCare’s payments of coinsurance and deductible. Providers cannot bill recipients for the reimbursement they are no longer receiving from MaineCare. This applies to individuals who are eligible for the Medicare Savings Program (MSP), but are not eligible for full MaineCare. This change is effective July 5, 2013, upon approval by CMS. 

Maine State Service Manual, Chapter 104, Section 4, Maine Part D Wrap

Drugs for the Elderly (DEL) will no longer pay for a member’s Medicare Part D co-payment. This change ONLY applies to individuals who are eligible for Medicare Savings Program (MSP), but are not eligible for full MaineCare. This change will be effective August 1, 2013.
Any questions related to these changes can be directed to Provider Services at: 1-866-690-5585.
