Will MaineCare pay for braces?

MaineCare will usually pay if the condition of your child’s teeth is extreme, and if left untreated, would become an acute dental problem and/or cause irreversible damage to the teeth or supporting structures, such as: 

· Cleft palate deformities;

· Severe traumatic injuries; 

· Deep impinging overbite;

· Crossbite of teeth;

· Excessive overjet;

· Impacted canines;

· Severe bimaxillary crowding.

Below are examples.
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Excessive Overjet
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Crossbite of Teeth

MaineCare must pre-approve orthodontia treatment for your child. 

What if my child does not meet any of the conditions listed?

MaineCare will not pay for braces for cosmetic reasons only. We will only pay to straighten your child’s teeth if the condition

is medically necessary.  Below are examples that MaineCare will not pay for:
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Cosmetic Only
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Slight Crowding

I think my child may be able to get braces, what should I do?

· You will need to get a referral from your dentist for your child to see an orthodontist.

· Make sure the orthodontist is a MaineCare provider.  

· If you need help finding an orthodontist, call MaineCare Member Services at         1-800-977-6740, if you are deaf or hard of hearing the TTY/TDD line is

1-800-977-6741.

What will happen when my child sees the orthodontist? 

· He will examine your child’s teeth and fill out a form to see if your child scores enough points to submit the pre-approval paperwork to MaineCare.

· If your child does not score high enough, the orthodontist will determine if there are other medical conditions present. 

· If there are no other medical conditions, and your child does not score enough points, the orthodontist will let you know that your child does not qualify for MaineCare.

· If your child does score enough points the orthodontist will submit the paperwork to MaineCare for review.  MaineCare will let you know if your child has been approved or not.
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Helpful hints if your child gets braces.

· Make sure your child maintains proper oral hygiene (tooth brushing, flossing, etc.) as instructed by the orthodontist.

· Have your child follow a healthy diet. 

· Always keep your child’s appointment.

· Call ahead of time to cancel an appointment if you have to.

· If you need help with a ride to your child’s appointment call MaineCare Member Services at 1-800-977-6740, if you are deaf or hard of hearing the TTY/TDD line is

1-800-977-6741.
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Maine Department of Health and Human Services

The Maine Department of Health and Human Services does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, disability or age in admission or access to treatment 

or employment in its programs or services.

I Think My Child 

May Need Braces

(Orthodontia Treatment)
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