Children’s Behavioral Health Services
Provider Meeting

June 16, 2011

10-11:30 p.m.

Conf. Rm. 2, 176 Hogan Rd.

Bangor, ME 04401
Present:  
Facilitator: 
Teresa Barrows, CBHS/Bangor, Team Leader
Presenters:
Maynard Jalbert, MH Casework Supervisor
-Adult Mental Health Services; Jessica Jacobson, Intake Coordinator, Adult Developmental Services.


Providers:
Todd Diadone, Charles Vail - LI; Michelle Lasselle, Lisa Rowe, Charles Clemons – CWC; 

Anna Marnik – SCF; Beth Brown, Michael Libby – C & C; Stephen Kislus, Dena Varnum, Jill McKenney –Sequel; Angela Whitten
 - WMS; Jamilyn Murphy-Hughes – CCM; Heather Wheaton –

Penquis; Scott Matteson, Cassandra Crabtree –DEHI; Judy Fortin – KPNE.  


CBHS:

Jane Sawyer, Jamie Farren, Melissa Yerxa, Anne Lavigne, Judy DeMerchant, Jessica Wood.

This meeting was held to explore the services available when children transition to adult services and to discuss other pertinent issues.

	Topic
	Presenter
	Discussion
	Action Step/Due Date

	Adult Mental Health Services

· Recent changes in services
· Referrals
	Maynard  Jalbert
	Because of the case management available through providers now, Adult Mental Health Services functions more as a “safety net,” working to solve problems with MaineCare, focusing more on the correctional system (release planning, diversion) and

doing homeless outreach.

There is a standard referral form.  Clients are assigned to one of the 5 counties served.  MH serves: those released from DOC, the homeless, those without MeCare (usu. For 3-6 mos.) (Children who have MeCare may not transition automatically to Adult Disability MaineCare—   Adult Services can serve in the interim while this issue is worked out); and some with MeCare who are waiting for Adult Services.


	


	Topic
	Presenter
	Discussion
	Action Step/Due Date

	Adult Mental Health Services

con’t

· Referrals

· Adult Residential

What determines whether a child should have a children’s CM or an adult CM?
	
	They can work with children as young as 16.
It is still difficult to get into adult residential.  Last year 12-20 beds were lost.  The measuring tool being used has changed from LOCUS to the Needs & Strengths Assessment, which is now being employed on a trial basis. 

June Horr (941-4360) is the gatekeeper for adult PNMIs.  If a child has MaineCare, he/she can be on multiple wait lists with providers, and Adult Services can serve in the meantime.  

Look for a list of providers available on the web site.
Section 17 services include skill development and daily living support. Section 17 also provides community integration services, including vocational and work support services.  

There was discussion about those services and about the eligibility criteria.  *Section 17 cannot be concurrent with TCM.

***CCM should see that a child has an adult diagnosis.  ---rely on LOCUS score more because APS uses it. 

Child’s team can invite an Adult Case Manager to the team meeting prior to the child’s turning 18 in order to explore this issue; also, some providers provide cross training.

	

	Topic
	Presenter
	Discussion
	Action Step/Due Date

	Adult Mental Health Services

con’t

· ACT Services
· Crisis
· Guardianship
	
	Eligibility criteria: usually require a major psychiatric disorder, apply to those 18 years of age or older with MaineCare.
To get more information, crisis agencies can be called directly (in this area, CH & CS).  Also, there is info on the Mental Health Services web site.

It was acknowledged that families need to be made more aware of the ramifications when a child turns 18, including the fact that parents’ guardianship ends unless the parents apply for guardianship and the fact that the child can now decide who comes to IEP meetings and who sees his medical records.  (Elder Services can become involved if there is not a person to step up to be guardian.)  Whoever applies for guardianship, probate should be contacted before the 18th birthday.  There are differences throughout the State regarding when this needs to take place (2 weeks prior to 18th birthday vs. 6 mos.) and variations in the fees charged (fees for paperwork, fee to submit, visitor’s fee, and possible cost of legal representation for the client).  Also, there are many guardianship options it would be helpful to know.  Judy says that DHHS website has a good guardianship booklet as well as an excellent tutorial.

 Participants were asked regarding interest in further guardianship training.

Contact numbers for Probate Court may be found at:
http://www.courts.state.me.us/faq/probate.shtml

	Check DHHS website and/or

consult with Judy DeMerchant.  Judy will e-mail her contact number.

Stay tuned.



	Topic
	Presenter
	Discussion
	Action Step/Due Date

	Adult Developmental Services

· Eligibility

· Intake Packet


	Jessica Jacobson
	Jessica provided a handout including information on eligibility, a list of items that need to be submitted during the intake process (with copies of all the forms), an “Age 18 Checklist” that outlines many of the actions that need to be taken when a child is about to turn 18 (applying for Social Security, MaineCare/Medicaid, Guardianship – if needed – possible vocational rehab application or application for Maine State ID, etc.)
There are three main eligibility criteria

1. IQ score below 70

2. Vineland below 70

3. Evidence of disability before 18 years of age

(PDD Nos is an exception.  IQ can be higher than 70, but adaptive skills scores must be lower.)

*Clients with Aspergers can get casemanagement and Section 29 as of July 1, 2011.
The same basic forms are used statewide.  If people need help to fill out the intake packet, Jessica or a case manager from the area will meet with them to help them do so.

*There was discussion of possible need to update the website.
*”Permission for Service” sheet  should be printed on green paper.

Releases included in the intake packet should include, as well as school records, doctor’s reports, etc., as many psychiatric evaluations as possible (not necessarily limited to a 5-yr. time span).  When agencies refuse to release paperwork they did not generate, it is necessary to request information from each individual source.
	If you did not attend this meeting, ask for a copy of the handout!



	Topic
	Presenter
	Discussion
	Action Step/Due Date

	Adult Developmental Services con’t

· Waiver


	
	A 17-year-old applying for adult services would need a recent psych evaluation (within the past year) and a Vineland within the last couple of years.  The referral can be done, however, even if the test has not yet been performed.  

Jessica also provided an explanation of Section 21 and Section 29, including what they are and how to send in an eligibility determination.

She provided handouts defining the services and listing the forms that need to be used as well as samples of the forms.

Section 29 provides services on a first come, first served basis.  Once selected, client has to be in service within 90 days, or the name goes to the bottom of the list.  *Section 29 providers are listed on the DHHS website, with listings broken down by county and by services.

For Section 21, the department is allocating about 7 slots per month. Section 21 requires client to be in service in less than 30 days.  Once client is selected, contact resource coordinator to see where openings are.  In Bangor, contacts would be Adam Marquis or Norma Fortin.  

There are about 400 people on the waiting list.

People who are interested in providing waiver services should contact Cheryl Hathaway or Joan Smyrski.  Case managers and/or parents can call Cheryl for info.


	

	Topic
	Presenter
	Discussion
	Action Step/Due Date

	Area Updates

· Mandatory Reporting

· Upcoming Meetings

· Katie Beckett
	
	Is there a need for a mandated reporting training?
The group provided some positive feedback.

Even at 17, Jane Sawyer stresses that action can still be taken in cases of suspected abuse.

There was some positive feedback regarding use of a liaison person to come in after referral – the family team meeting facilitator. 
· June 23 (Thursday)—Downeast Collaborative
At Ellsworth City Hall. Marie Kelly presenting re: initiatives within the child welfare system: protocol regarding child protection (family team meetings (FTM), etc.)
· July 11 (Monday) – Penobscot Partners, 108 Odlin Rd., Elks Club (Bangor)  Bobbi Johnson will also present info re: child welfare initiatives.  Meeting is from 9-11 with no pre-registration required.

Judy DeMerchant is the Family Information Specialist in our region. 


	Stay tuned.
Contact Judy for info on Katie Beckett.
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