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DPHE – Background & Purpose

“The Office of Population Health Equity is critical to our goal of advancing the health of all Maine 
people and to work toward a more inclusive and participatory relationship with communities 
throughout Maine,” said DHHS Commissioner Jeanne Lambrew. “We are committed to making progress 
on reducing inequities in Maine’s health care and public health systems by taking action to address 
underlying problems that contribute to these disparities.”

*Office of Population Health Equity was renamed Division of Population Health Equity in 2025. This was a change in name only.

Dissolved in 2015 
as Office of 

Minority Health

Reestablished in 
Spring 2021 as 

Office of Population 
Health Equity*

Purpose: Serve as 
cross-cutting office 
to support health 

equity
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DPHE Within Maine CDC

Maine Center for Disease 
Control & Prevention

Division of 
Environmental & 

Community Health

Division of Disease 
Surveillance

Division of Disease 
Prevention

Division of Public 
Health Nursing

Office of Readiness 
& Response

Office of Injury      
& Violence 
Prevention

Division of 
Population Health 

Equity
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What is Health Equity?

“Health equity is the 
state in which 
everyone has a fair 
and just opportunity 
to attain their highest 
level of health.”

- U.S. CDC (2024)
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DPHE – Our Work

Stewarded $32.1M U.S. CDC Health Disparities grant to address root causes 
of COVID-19 disparities among priority populations in Maine.

Operate the Community Care Program to support people in Maine with 
accessing social services.

Convene the Health Equity Advisory Council to ensure work is guided by 
community needs and perspectives.

Manage the Tribal District Liaison contract to support the health and wellness 
of the four Wabanaki Tribal Nations in Maine. 

Host Community Care Partners Meetings, publish DPHE Newsletter, and 
collaborate with internal and external partners on projects related to data 
equity, language access, and public health emergency preparedness.
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U.S. CDC Health Disparities Grant – Collaborative Efforts

Data & 
Reporting

• Evaluation of Health Disparities Grant Impacts
• Evaluation of Perinatal Disparities
• Community-led Needs Assessment 

Infrastructure 
Support

• Rural Health Networks and Workforce Development
• Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Community Paramedicine
• Health Equity Infrastructure

Partner 
Mobilization

• Rural School Based Health Centers (SBHCs)
• District Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP)
• COVID-19 Community Resilience
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Goals: 
- Increase access to social services for people in Maine.
- Enable community partners to collaborate to better meet 

the diverse needs they encounter.
- Provide ME CDC & ME DHHS with insight into services 

provided by community-based organizations (CBOs) 
statewide and the needs of communities served.

Process: 
- Person seeking services submits online referral form for 

themselves or someone else in need. 

- DPHE receives copy of referral form via email and assesses 

needs expressed. 

- DPHE facilitates a “warm handoff” to one or more partner 

organizations to connect with the person seeking services 

and begin meeting expressed needs.

Community Care Program & Referral System
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• Launched as a 2-year pilot initiative in August 2022 and has become a permanent fixture 
within DPHE. 

• Council members represent a broad cross-section of personal and professional 
experience including community leaders, medical professionals, social workers, public 
health professionals, health care administrators, and diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) 
experts.

• Provides DPHE and Maine CDC more broadly with connection to communities facing 
health inequities and ensures that DPHE and Maine CDC programming and strategy are 
responsive to community needs. 

• Has worked collaboratively since 2025 to develop and integrate a distinct goal and 
priority area into the Maine State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) that addresses health 
concerns for communities of color in Maine, and that includes S.M.A.R.T. objectives and 
strategies related to data equity, culturally responsive healthcare, healthcare workforce 
diversity, and health planning and policymaking.

Health Equity Advisory Council
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Maine SHIP Virtual Community Conversation
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DPHE’s Emerging Priorities Include:
• Rural Health Transformation Program & Community Health Workers

• Staff Trainings

• Public Health Emergency Preparedness & Community Engagement

• Language accessibility

• Advocacy

Looking Ahead
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Working with DPHE – How to Connect

Get in Touch! Contact 
DPHE staff via email, 

Teams Chat, or phone.

Attend a Community 
Care Partners Meeting 

and present to our 
partners!

Sign up for DPHE’s 
Monthly Newsletter and 
send us information you 

want to see included in 
an upcoming issue!

Coordinate a regular 
check-in with our team 

to collaborate and 
brainstorm around 

health equity.
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• Eden Hale
Associate Director, Division of Population Health Equity
eden.hale@maine.gov / (207) 441-1090

•   Lane Simsarian
Programming and Partnerships Coordinator, Division of Population Health Equity
lane.simsarian@maine.gov / (207) 446-6487

Questions?

mailto:eden.hale@maine.gov
mailto:lane.simsarian@maine.gov
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