Statewide Coordinating Council for Public Health

DRAFT Meeting Minutes for September 23, 2010 Meeting, 12:30-4:30 pm

MaineCare Offices, 442 Civic Center Drive, Augusta

In attendance

Members:  Jerry Cayer (for Heather Davis), Deborah Deatrick, Deborah Erickson-Irons, Ginger Jordan-Hillier, Joanne Joy, Joel Kase, John Labrie, Dale Hamilton (for Robin Mayo), Jo McCaslin (for Geoffrey Miller), Dora Mills, Kathy Norwood, Connie Putnam, Megan Rochelo, David Stockford, Julie Sullivan, Emilie Van Eeghen, Shawn Yardley, Sandra Yarmel
Key Stakeholders:  Melissa Boyd (Maine Alliance to Prevent Substance Abuse), Mark Griswold (Maine CDC Office of Local Public Health), Megan Hannan (Planned Parenthood of Northern New England), Caity Hagar (Maine Primary Care Association), George Hill (Family Planning Association of Maine ), Jessa Barnard (Maine Medical Association), Angela Westhoff (Maine Osteopathic Association), Dennise Whitley (American Heart Association/American Stroke Association), Debra Wigand (Maine CDC Division of Chronic Disease)
Interested Parties:  Kelly Bentley, Ken Morse, Becca Matusovich, Meredith Tipton, Charles Dwyer, Edwina Ducker, Jessica Fogg, Sharon Leahy-Lind, Paul Thomson, Morgan Floyd, Christine Lyman, Al May, Valerie Ricker, Margaret Grady, Michelle Monroe
The meeting was called to order at 12:30 by Joanne Joy, Chair.

· Election of Chair and Vice Chair:  Members were requested to nominate candidates for SCC Chair and Vice Chair prior to the meeting.  Nominees were Joanne Joy for Chair and Shawn Yardley for Vice Chair.  Both were unanimously elected by member vote for one-year terms.  Thanks to both Joanne and Shawn for their willingness to serve.
· District Updates:  Each district reported out on recent activities, focused on development of District Public Health Improvement Plans.  Written Updates will be posted on the SCC website (http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/olph/scc/index.shtml).  Questions and issues that came up during the discussion included the following:  
· What if issues are identified for which there are no resources to address?  This is difficult, although the SCC may be able to assist by coordinate a response at the state level.

· Veterans’ health is an issue of concern that was raised in both the Aroostook and Central Districts.
· Developing planning processes are important to addressing district needs.  It is vital that districts share processes that work with other districts so that innovations may be duplicated.
· There needs to be role and process clarification for how to mobilize public health staff during emergencies.  This need was underscored in the Downeast District by Hurricane Earl.

· It is important to get senior hospital staff to DCC meetings so they can share their resources for public health

· Data are not sufficiently broken out right now for planning—there are big differences between rural and urban areas that are not reflected in district-level data.
· We need to continue to determine/refine the SCC role in relation to District planning efforts.
· District Representatives on the SCC need to continue to meet outside of the quarterly SCC meeting.  This will include one conference call and an optional pre-meeting prior to the December DCC meeting.

· Health Reform and the State Health Plan:  Dora Mills presented on federal health reform and how it will impact Maine in the coming years, and its relation to the State Health Plan.  Her presentation is available online at this address:  http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/mills_presentations.shtml.  Other items for discussion included the following:

· Think Tank:  Joanne Joy announced that the Think Tank would be applying for funds for a farm-to-school initiative, and would apply for other collaborative grants.  
· Beacon Project:  Shawn Yardley described the Beacon Project, a new effort in the Bangor area organized by Eastern Maine Health to reduce the burden of chronic disease through creation of regional health information technology.  

· State Health Plan Deliverables for the SCC:  The Plan tasks the SCC and the Maine Quality Forum with designing and convening at least two learning collaboratives in order to identify ways to create linkages between public health and primary care.  Mark Griswold will explore funding and staffing for this deliverable.  Several people volunteered to assist; Mark will contact them.

The meeting adjourned at 4:30pm.

Next Meeting:  December 9, 2010, 11:00 to 3:00 pm, MaineCare Offices, Conference Rooms A and B, 442 Civic Center Drive, Augusta
