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Aroostook District Coordinating Council for Public Health (DCC)

Quarterly Meeting

May 3, 2013
9:00 am – 12:00 noon

Northern Maine Development Commission 
11 West Presque Isle Road, Caribou Maine 04736
The mission of the Aroostook DCC is to be the district-wide representative body for collaborative public health infrastructure development in Aroostook County by:

· ensuring the effective and efficient delivery of the 10 EPHS in Aroostook County

· creating and sustaining partnerships and shared public health resources

· promoting county-wide collaboration in public health assessment, planning, implementation, and evaluation;

· continually enhancing the quality of public health services provided
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9:00-9:10

Welcome and Introductions




Review Minutes

In Attendance: Amy Bouchard, Healthy Aroostook, SNAP-Ed Coordinator, Stacy Boucher, Maine CDC, Aroostook District Public Health Liaison, Vernon Ouellette, Aroostook EMA, Joy Baressi Saucier, The Aroostook Medical Center, Jim Davis, Pines Health Services, Tracy Tweedie, Northern Maine Development Commission, Carol Bell, Healthy Aroostook/HMP, Malissa Boynton, Wabanaki HMP, George Howe, Local Health Officer, Heather Pelletier, Fish River Rural Health, Michelle Plourde Chasse, Community Voices, Patty Carson, Maine CDC, Division of Infectious Disease, Stephen James, Homeless Services of Aroostook, Kristi Ricker, Tribal Public Health Liaison.

Guests: Kim Hazlett, Senior Companion Program Coordinator for University of Maine Cooperative Extension

Review Minutes

There was an error noted in the attendance. Edits made as needed.  

Motion made by Vernon Ouellette to approve, seconded by Heather Pelletier, all were in favor.

9:10-9:20

Statewide Coosrdinating Council (SCC) Update – Jim Davis
·   Rachel Albert (UMFK) is the chair, Vice Chair is Vern Ouellette and Jim Davis is the District Rep to the SCC. 
*Note: Due to an original misinterpretation of the by-laws, a second vote was requested to assure that acceptance of this slate of officers as presented was, in fact, the will of the Council. The electronic vote was called for, quorum was established, all votes that were cast were in favor of accepting the candidates as listed above. Congratulations and thank you for your service!
· The SCC met on 3/28 in Augusta. Primary focus of this meeting was formal adoption   
of the state health improvement plan priorities: smoking cessation (decrease cancer and CVD) combating obesity (PAN) and Mental Health and Substance abuse, Immunizations (immunizing the adult population). 
9:20-9:30

Community Transformation Grant (CTG) Update – Martha Bell




Carol Bell reporting on Martha’s behalf this morning

· Early Childhood Education (ECE) grant objectives – In process of conducting spring site visits. We currently have a total of 41 CTG sites and 52 Let’s Go! Sites enrolled.

· Planning a June 1 workshop for Early Care Providers; Need a healthcare provider to discuss obesity related topics and/or do a workshop for 1 hour. 

· School grant objectives- “Recess Rocks” presented at the CTG Action Institute. Martha is working with CD&M and a movement instructor for two, 20 minute videos that will be used to reach a  larger amount of schools and improve sustainability.

· WIT FITT stability ball project – All the pilot site data has been received. A presentation of these results will be conducted on May 30 from 3-4. A corresponding press release of the finding s will go out right after after the conference.

· Martha was interviewed by Obesity 180 on obesity trends.
· Martha is also assuming the role of Coordinator of Let’s Go! 
· All fiscal and progress reports have been submitted by deadline.
9:30-10:15 Guest Presenter Kim Hazlett

Topic: Senior Companions as another potential resource for Community Care Team Initiatives

· This program links shut- ins and some older adults with medical needs to volunteers in an effort to enrich their lives.    

· Volunteers meet with seniors about 15-20 hours a week.  

· Volunteers (Companions) must also be 55 years or older and in good health.  They also get a minimal stipend per hour.  

· This program saves about 4 million dollars per year to the state because it helps keep people out of nursing homes.

· The program is looking for Volunteer Stations – agencies that are willing to take on some administrative role to provide support for volunteer training, organizing and other administrative duties.

10:15-10:30                     15 minute stretch break
10:30-11:30

District Public Health Improvement Plan (DPHIP) – Stacy Boucher:   

Follow up discussion to Essential Public Health Service Prioritization - Next steps in identifying standards/action steps for Aroostook DPHIP

· The DCC serves as an advisory board responsible for the delivery of public health services for Aroostook District.  There are 10 Essential Services in all and this group has already prioritized most of the services according to which are most relevant, achievable, and applicable to our needs and capacity.  (See Essential Services Matrix Handout) 

· In previous meetings the DCC has established that we will commit to strategies around EPHS #3, EPHS #4, EPHS #7, EPHS #8, EPHS #9, and EPHS #10

· At the last meeting we were largely able to prioritize which standards we would focus on 

· At the present meeting the remaining standards were chosen as well as articulation of governance related focus of each standard (as is consistent with the purpose and role of the DCC membership)
· Next steps: Stacy to organize all of the information we have gathered so far and use that to identify any gaps in our actions up to this point.  
Status Update: Draft plan available to partners for comment. All prioritized Essential Public Health Services, corresponding prioritized standards, and governance focus areas determined and complete. 
*Remaining work: 

· Subcommitte / partner identification

· Further refinement of action steps necessary to accomplish the chosen objectives

11:30-11:50 
Round Table/Partner Updates

Carol B:  Advocacy Training on June 13th from 9-2 and open to all of Aroostook; Grants recently received for Maine Breast and Cervical Health to promote screenings and for Problem Gambling to promote education and awareness of casino policies and prevention and awareness of gambling addictions. 

Patty C: May is Lyme awareness month and a health alert went out and some promotions are being initiated by Maine CDC to medical providers and schools.  

Joy S: TAMC Cancer Symposium collaborative this Saturday at 9:00 am.  Live Well publication has been distributed and second edition will be finalized and out next month.  Any agency looking to be included in the Live Well publication is welcome to contact TAMC.

Tracy T: In process of wrapping up the Healthcare Workforce Grant that aimed at reaching  400 individuals. June 13th  the Healthcare Workforce summit will be in Orono.

Jim D: Affordable Healthcare Act Workshop will be on May  10th for small employers to inform about the impact of Affordable Healthcare act on their businesses and their employees.

Michelle P:  HMPs are providing  SBIRT (Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment) for medical office staff and providers.  It’s an hour long training to provide a comprehensive, integrated, public health approach to the delivery of early intervention and treatment services for persons with substance use disorders, as well as those who are at risk of developing these disorders. 

11:50-12:00

Wrap-up



Next Meeting: Friday August 2, 2013 
                                        Maine Department of Health and Human Services



30 Skyway Drive, Unit  100       Caribou, Maine
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