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Aroostook District Coordinating Council for Public Health (DCC)

Quarterly Meeting

March 13, 2012
9:00 am – 12:00 noon

Northern Maine Development Commission 
11 West Presque Isle Road, Caribou Maine 04736
The mission of the Aroostook DCC is to be the district-wide representative body for collaborative public health infrastructure development in Aroostook County by:

· ensuring the effective and efficient delivery of the 10 EPHS in Aroostook County

· creating and sustaining partnerships and shared public health resources

· promoting county-wide collaboration in public health assessment, planning, implementation, and evaluation;

· continually enhancing the quality of public health services provided
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9:00-9:15

Welcome and Introductions
In attendance: Carol Bell, Healthy Aroostook, Tracy Tweedie, Northern Maine Development Commission, Vern Ouellette, Aroostook EMA, Patty Carson, MeCDC, Division of Infectious Disease, Rebecca Bowmaster, Power of Prevention, Craig Cormier, Power of Prevention, Susan Deschene, Aroostook County Action Program, Inc., Martha Bell, EMHS Youth Healthy Lifestyles Project,  James Davis, Pines Health Services, Michelle Plourde-Chasse, Community Voices, Norman Fournier, Fish River Rural Health Services, Clarissa Webber, Tribal Liaison, Gary Michard, Veterans Administration – Caribou clinic,  George Howe, Local Health Officer, City of Presque Isle,  Stacy Thibodeau, MeCDC, Public Health Nursing, Eileen McLaughlin, Tribal Healthy Maine Partnership, Stacy Boucher, Aroostook District Public Health Liaison

Guests: Michelle Mitchell, Partnerships for Health, Ashley Tetrault, Partnerships for Health, Andrew Finch, MeCDC, Division of Population Health
Review Minutes
Carol made a motion to accept the minutes upon correction of identified typo. Second. Minutes accepted by unanimous vote.

** Congratulations to Carol Bell on being named Presque Isle 2012 ‘Citizen of Year’ **

9:15-9:30

SCC Update There has been a change in the SCC Executive Committee. The vice chair resigned and the nomination process to replace her has begun. The SCC has identified three subcmmittees, Jim sits on the “Coordination” committee. A presentation was made to the SCC regarding the Prescription Monitoring Program being utilized with goals of reducing prescription misuse and so-called “doctor-shopping”. Finally, on a advocacy note, the non-governmental members of the SCC have drafted a letter to the Appropriations Committee of the legislature regarding proposed budget cuts. The letter advocates that although the cuts may save limited money in the short term, that in the long run cutting prevention will cost the state substantially larger sums. Jim felt that this action had a positive impact on 2012 budget discussions, but there is still a battle ahead with the 2013 budget. Governmental members or closely affiliated members did not participate as not to create a conflict of interest.
9:30-10:15
Guest Presenter: Michelle Mitchell 
Topic: Developing a state funding opportunity process

A focus group discussion on potential principles and processes that could guide future state funding applications which utilize the district structure. 
* A full report will be made available to the DCC upon completion of focus groups and other surveys with all districts.
 10:15-10:30

15 minute stretch break

10:30-11:30

District Public Health Improvement Plan

Guest Presenter: Andrew Finch, Health Program Manager, Maine CDC
Division of Population Health
Next Steps: Identifying Community Transformation Grant (CTG) activities   
No slides were utilized for this overview presentation. CTG Guidance documents referenced in the program widely disseminated to the Aroostook DCC in April of 2012. However, the following resource contains related information for public reference should there be interest; Community Transformation Grant (CTG) Action Institute presentations are available at http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/population-health/index.htm
11:30-11:50

Round Table / Partner Updates

· Please let Stacy know if you are interested in attending the CTG Action Institute as an Aroostook District representative.

· Hope and Justice Project is looking for volunteers to train for their Hotline operations.

· Clarissa introduced Eileen McLaughlin, the newly hired Director of the Tribal HMP

· Mr. Frank McElwain has been recruited to the DCC as the School Leadership representative

· Student Tools for Emergency Planning (STEP) program was presented to Grade 5 students in 12 schools by the Aroostook EMA and their colleagues.

· Connect 5-2-1-0 event will be held April 11 at the Crow’s Nest in Presque Isle. Recess Rocks will be among the many presenters. There is no cost for attending, please share widely
· There is a Youth Triathlon being planned for September 2012. Target audience is youth 7 – 13 years.

· Access to Receive Closer to Home (ARCH) is a collaborative effort being undertaken at the Caribou Vet Clinic in which veterans are now able to receive specialty services without having to travel to Togus. Locally we have 450-500 referrals to specialty services that we can now accommodate. These services include neurology, cardiology, surgical, orthopedics – in addition to expanded telemedicine/telehealth offerings such as psychiatry, dermatology, wound care, and weight reduction (called Telemove).

11:50-12:00

Wrap-up



Next Meeting: Tuesday June 12, 2012 
                                        Northern Maine Development Commission                                     
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