Penquis District Coordinating Council

MINUTES
March 16, 2012
In attendance:  Robin Mayo (Piscataquis Public Health Council),  Karen Hawkes (Healthy Sebasticook Valley), Lisa Dunning (EAAA), Kate Yerxa (UMaine – Cooperative Extension), Shawn Yardley (Bangor Health and Community Services),  Leanne Morin  (OSA), David Pied (MECDC), Clarissa Webber (Tribal Public Health), Ellen McLaughlin (THMP), Tom Lizotte (Mayo Regional Hospital), Jamie Comstock (Bangor Health and Community Services), Pamela Jacobson (Charlotte White Center), Jane McQuarrie (Public Health Nursing Supervisor), Jane McGillicuddy (PHNP), Kelly McKenney (RSU #34), Kathy Knight (NE-MRRC), Norm Anderson (MECDC), Rebecca Lincoln, (MECDC), Karyn Butts (MECDC), William Braun (RSU19)

	Item
	Discussion
	Action

	Welcome
	Dale Hamilton brought the meeting to order, read the Mission Statement for the DCC and introductions were made around the table.
	

	Updates
	State Coordinating Council 
· SCC meetings tomorrow

· Maine CDC staff has developed by-laws and operating principals – using SCC and other DCC documents as a template.  The SCC to review the document
· Trying to line things up to provide structure throughout the state

· Used SCC bylaws as a core document as well as Cumberland County DCC and PHAB – core from SCC Frameworks

· Looking to have consistent structure for all districts.

· Structured bylaws will help in funding and grants 

· Can then be amended/tailored for each group/district

· Dr. Sirrondo will be speaking at SCC regarding the early results of the Beacon Project which is part of the Health Info Tech. Grant
· Annual Report has been submitted 

· Working accreditation

· Teen smoking rates cut in half

· Cigarette consumption 

· Adult obesity rates

· Teen obesity rates 

State Proposed Budget 

· Don’t know the latest regarding the Fund for a Health Maine

· Home visitation, immunization and fire marshal  - cuts 

· 15 million is on top of 30 million for Health Maine Partnerships and School Health Coordinator

· Cuts to TANF

Shawn added that 80% of Bangor’s GA is housing.  It is being proposed to reducing the amount of GA to 90 days per year.  This will mean that SSI recipients and the most vulnerable will be affected. 

267 families will be affected by the five year limit being placed on TANF

Section 8 is protected but Section 8 does not cover utilities or food. What this would mean is dismantling the safety net. 

Reimbursement to Bangor to be reduced – would mean at least $.35 added to the mil rate.

Another proposal is a block grant for GA.  Each municipality would get a block for GA.  Once gone, the obligation is over.  This will force people to the service centers.  There are questions as to how this would be distributed – monthly, yearly?  This proposal will not be done in the next two weeks – it will take time to study.

Dale added that this doesn’t include the $80 million from MaineCare.  Are cuts tied to projected shortfalls?  The 90-day annual GA limit will be putting people in a homeless situation and will cost more in the long run.  Is the 5-year limit on TANF lifetime?

Shawn said this is another 80 million for FY 12-13 but is installed because of the issue with the 19,000 recipients that weren’t qualified to receive MaineCare and did.  There is another 5 million for the end of 11-12, childcare – Head Start – are included in this. 

Shawn asked if anyone had seen or heard the advertisement that Tradewinds Market is doing – offering to donation a portion of the proceeds from the sale of alcohol to Cancer Care of Maine. He is proposing to speak with Jerry Whalen to see if EMMC will talk to them about this.  LeAnne of the Prevention Team at OSHA will send a follow up note.  
Shawn said there were questions raised about the Know Your Limits public service announcement – knowing how much you could drink and be safe to drink – he and Bruce Campbell from the Bangor Substance Abuse Task Force contacted the media and raised awareness.   
	Leanne of the Prevention Team of OSHA to send a follow up note regarding Tradewinds Market

	Business Items:
	District Public Health Improvement Plan Workgroup Updates: 

Obesity Workgroup 

Kate Yerxa reported that York, Penquis, and Aroostook District are working on a joint obesity directory.  Kate presented a Power Point to the DCC showing the inventory collection for the districts thus far.  The three districts are talking about developing a website w/links.  5210 Healthlife.org is hosted through EMHS – would like support of DCC before moving forward. 

MOTION was made and seconded to accept the proposal to initiate website.  Motion carried 
Substance Abuse Task Force 

· Met with City of Bangor Substance Abuse Task Force, decided to hold joint meetings

· Both groups are addressing the same issues 

· Retreat held

· Communications points agreed upon

· Nothing determined

· Areas of collaboration between the DCC and Bangor taskfocre agreed upon – still need to figure out how to do this 

· Drug Diversion Alert launched last week – goal is to make statewide
· Not all Police Departments submitting data

· March report sent out yesterday, more PDs signing on

· Prescription monitoring program is not meant to prevent provider from prescribing
· Prescription Drugs Task Force is a priority of the Attorney General 

Flu & Pneumococcal Workgroup
· There has been positive feedback about the immunization clinics held at the food pantries

· Job Corp nursing students have helped with clinics

· State received funding for school located vaccination clinics – state coordinator looking for feedback from our group

· There will be a phone conference to discuss 

· We should be helpful given our experience.

Community Transformation Grant (CTG)
· Moving ahead

· Steering Committee has been meeting since November 

· Job notice has been sent out

· need to work out details of the CTG coordinator
· Hoping to have someone hired by April 

· City will be involved with the hiring along with members from the DCC (shared interviewing).

· There is a 2-day training in May for the CTG project that Jamie will be attending with 2 – 3 other people– one should be the coordinator – Jamie and Kate will attend – CDC funds will pay food and lodging for 1 and lodging for 2 additional people.

· There is a group that has been brainstorming the work plan and have applied for week-long training institute in Boston – How You Assess Community Environment 
· CTG is fully funded – has health impact assessment – Maine Health Impact Initiative

· Additional funding ($12,500) which could provide training for health impact assessments

	Motion was made to accept proposal of Obesity Workgroup to develop website.

	
	Public Health Data Sources
Karyn Butts, Norm Anderson and Rebecca Lincoln of MECDC provided the members with information regarding the CDCs new website and environmental tracking information that will be available.- mainepublichealth.gov/tracking 

The information is interactive and can be customized by geographic area, time period, age, etc.  They demonstrated the data portal and how to generate reports.  Rebecca said that new tools will be added to the portal as time goes on to make it more interactive. 
	

	
	DCC Member Updates

North Eastern Maine Region Resource Center- Kathy Knight – Table top exercise on June 21- Zombie Apocalypse 
	


Next meeting – Friday, June 15, 2012
All meeting 9am – 12 noon – Orono Town Office Council Chambers, 59 Main Street, Orono, Maine (Parking in Rear)
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Vision Statement: The Penquis DCC will be the unified voice for collaborative public health in the Penquis District.  

Mission Statement:  The Penquis DCC will be the district-wide body for collaborative public health planning and decision making  for functions that are more efficiently and effectively accomplished at the District level. 
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